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Three parties merge Into one 

AMMAN (J.T.)— Tlie Interior Minisoy on' Sunday approved the 
merger of three small left-wing parties to form the Jordanian 
Democratic Unionist Fany. The new pany^ which has two 
memben in the 80-^t Lower House of Paiilamenl. said it would 
remain in _ opjMsiiion and oppose normalisation of Jordan's 
relations wth Israel. The merger of the three parties — the Arab 
Democratic Party, the Democratic Progressive Pany and the 
Democratic Socialist Party headed respectively by Mazen Saket. 
Issa Mdanat and All Amer — reduces to 21 the total number of 
political parties in the Kingdom. When the three parties decided to 
merge last month they el^d Mr. Mdanat as head of the new 
party and announced that the grouping agrees on a political 
programme rather than an ideologic^ one aimed at creating a 
future based on Arab unity, democracy and social progress. Mr. 
Amer of the fonner Democratic Socialist Party said that the new 
party would work towards unifying nationalists to fight the 
"ne^iive political, social and economic impact of the Jordan- 
Israet peace treaty on the nation." 
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To reach the Adveitiaing Department, 
please call; 

667 171 Ext. 223 


Vofaime 19 Number 6041 


AMMAN MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1995, JUMADA ULA 15, 1416 


Price: Jmdan 150 FBs 


• Regent condoles 
Indonesians 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
.Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Sunday sent a cable to 
Indonesian President Suharto 
expressing condolences over 
ihe'deaih of Indonesians as a 
result of an earthquake which 
hit parts of Indonesia (see 
inside). The Regent re- 
quested Preadent Suharto to 
i convey his condolences to the 
families of the victims. 

Srour leads team 
on Bulgaria visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa'd Hayel Srour Sun- 
day left Amman heading a 
delegation on a five-day offi- 
cial visit to Bulgaria, during 
which he will discuss with 
senior Bulgwan offidals bi- 
lateral relations in ail fields* 
and means of developing 
them, particularly in the par- 
liamentary affairs. Mr. Srour 
will meet with the Bulgarian 
head of state, the speaker of 
parliament and members of 
the parliament's political 
affairs council. The delega- 
tion includes Abdul Karim At 
Dughmi, Nawaf AI Qadi. 
Samih Al Farah, Nazih 
Ammarin, Deifallah Al 
Momani, Hatem Ghzawi and 
Hani Hijazin in addition to 
the head of the speaker's 
office, Khalid Samhouri. 

Militants VOW 
to avenge death 

RAMALLAH (AP) — 
X Activists vowed Sunday to 
■* avenge the death of a Palesti- 
nian prisoner wliose battered 
body was found a day earlier 
in an Israeli prison cell. 
Mohammad Abu Sbakra. 21, 
was found dead Saturday 
night in Ketziot prison, 
where he was serving a fivb- 
month sentence for stone- 
throwing and membership in 
Hamas. An Israeli army 
spokesman said there were 
signs that Abu Shakra had 
been beaten to death. The 
death is under investigation, 
but results will not be avail- 
able until next week, he said. 
In Ramallah, dozens of 
Palestinian youths threw 
stones and bottles at Israeli 
soldiers and set up barricades 
of burning tyres on Sunday to 
protest the death. Three 
Hamas activists with covered 
faces, dressed in khaki fati- 
gues and wielding axes, 
scrawled graffiti on the wall 
of Abu Shakra's house saying 
they would avenge his killing. 

Chirac envoy 
visits Oman 

MUSCAT ( AP) — An envoy 
of French President Jacques 
Chirac met Sunday with 
Omani offidals to discuss the 
situation in Iraq and the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
diplomatic sources reported. 
Jean D. Lipkowsky, who ar- 
rived late Saturday, also 
briefed the officials on 
‘ s France's position on regional 
' and international issues, and 
discussed the situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. the 
sources said. They said that 
in his meeting wifh Hairham 
Ben Tareq Al Saeed, 
secretary-general of the 
Omani Foreign Ministry. Mr. 
Lipkowsky discussed 
France's controversial deci- 
sion to resume nuclear testing 
in the Pacific. 

Talibans reject 
U.N. truce plan 

MAIDAN SHAHR (R) — 
The Taliban movement on 
Sunday rejected a U.N. plan 
for a limited ceasefire in war- 
ravaged Afghanistan and 
vowed to attack Kabul to 
oust President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. “We are not willing 
to consider a ceasefire," a 
Taiiban fix>ntline comman- 
der, Mullah Mashr. told re- 
porters at his headquarters at 
Maidan Shahr, about 30 
Kilometres southwest of the 
capixal. “Rabbani has not 
abided by ceasefires in the 
i past, and we will attack when 
we are ready," he said. Mr. 
Mashr was commenting on a 
statement by U.N. peace en- 
voy Mahmoud Mestiri on 
Saturday that he was trying to 
onng about a limited cease- 
fire so he could convene a 
conference of all the coun- 
try's warring factions. 


Women refuse to leave jail as 
Israel, PLO work on pullback 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Twenty 
Palestinian women refused to 
walk out of their jail cells on 
Sunday in solidarity with 
female detainees whose re- 
lease Israel has blocked in 
violation of the West Bank 
autonomy accord. 

But the protest did not 
prevent the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
from meeting a senior Israeli 
military official to fix dates 
for the army's withdrawal 
from the West Bank. The two 
sides failed to agree and were 
to meet again on Tuesday. 

An 18-year-old woman, 
saying she was unaware of 
the prison protest, became 
the first Palestinian prisoner 
to go home under the West 
Bank deal. 

The 20 other women, held 
at Sharon prison at Tel 
Mond, near Tel Aviv, re- 
fused to sign a pledge that 
Israel has demanded of all 
Palestinians being freed. 

“We received files with 
pardons for 21 women. 
Twenty of them refused to 
sign the statements and they 
remain in prison. Only she 
(Abu Laban) was willing to 
sign." prison authority 
spokesman Moshe Malul told 
Reuters. 


GAZA (Agencies) — The 
Palestinian Nation^ Author- 
ity released senior Hamas 
leader Mahmoud Al Zahar, 
who was jailed on June 26, in 
Gaza Strip on Sunday, wit- 
nesses said. 

Dr. Zahar was arrested 
during a Palestinian police 
aackdown against the mup 
whose militants have lulled 
scores of Israelis in suicide 
attacks aimed at thwarting 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
moves. 

Ara^t aide. Ahmad Ubi, 
hinted after talks with Hamas 
leasts that the PNA would 
free more Hamas prisoners 
soon. 

“I am sure that this is not 
the only step that will take 
place in the near future." he 
told rraorters. 

Dr. ^har, a paediairidan. 


The released 18-year-oId. 
who was sentenced to seven 
years in jail in 1992 for trying 
to stab a policeman, agreed 
to sign and went five from 
Ramleh prison, where she 
had been held in solitary con- 
finement. 

Bashayir Abu Laban re- 
turned to her home in East 
Jerusalem to an emotional 
welcome from her family. 

"1 am happy for my release 
but I was sad when I found 
out that my fellow prisoners 
are not coming out." the 
teenager said, adding that she 
now supported the peace pro- 
cess with Israel. 

Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman has blocked the re- 
lease of two Palestinian 
women with Israeli “blood on 
their hands." sparking pro- 
tests from the PLO whi«^ 
said the decision violated the 
West Bank deal signed on 
Sept. 28. 

Under the accord to extend 
Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Bank, all Palestinian 
women in Israeli Jails were to 
go free. But Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said the gov- 
ernment had to bow to the 
president's constitutional 
rights. 

The army has also refused 
to free at least another two 


was among around 50 Hamas 
activists arrested in June 26, a 
day after a Hamas militant 
wounded three Israeli sol- 
diers in a suicide anack in 
south of the Gaza Strip. 

Police said Yasser Arafat, 
who is head of the PNA, 
ordered his release after an 
appeal from two Arab-Israeli 
mediators. Sheikh Abdullah 
Nimer Darwish and Ahmad 
Tibi. 

But three other leading 
offidals rounded up at the 
same time as Dr. Zahar, 
Ahmad Bahar, Sameh Abu 
Sameh and Salameh Al Safa- 
di, stayed in jail, police said. 

Shortly after his detention,. 
Dr. Zahar and other de- 
tainees were forced to shave 
off their beards. 

Hamas said meanwhile it 
backed a mediation \rith the 
PNA but was not committed 


Palestinian women since Mr. 
Weizman's decision, 
announced on Friday, 
according to Israeli radio. 
The fate of several women 
was still unclear on Sunday. 

Palestinian offidals blasted 
Israel for violating the agree- 
ment by not releasing the 
four women. In the Sept. 28 
agreement. Israel promised 
TO release “all female de- 
tainees and prisoners" in the 
first stage of the prisoner 
release. 

“It's a bad omen for the 
implementation of the whole 
agreement." Palestinian 
Munidpal Affairs Minister 
Saeb Erekat told the A^od- 
ated Press. 

“The agreement on this 
issue is black and white. 
Israel has no excuse what- 
soever to stall." 

Hisham ' Abdul Razak. 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
on prisoners, said Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had personally prom- 
ised the women's release 
when the two sides finalised 
the autonomy accord last 
month. 

The Israel-PLO agreement 
calls for an Israeli troop with- 
drawal from Palestinian 
towns in the West Bank. 
Palestinian general eleaions. 


to halting anti-Israeli attacks. 

A delegation which left for 
Sudan last week was a media- 
tion team, it said. 

“The delegation whidi lefr 
to mediate between Hamas 
and the Palestinian AuchoriN 
does not represent Hamas.^' 
it explained in a statement 
released in autonomous Gaza 
City. 

"It's a mediation team 
attempting to settle differ- 
ences beween Hamas and 
the authority... But Hamas 
appreciates all efforts to 
reunite the Palestinian peo-. 
pie and to achieve national 
unity,” 

The group stressed that it 
had “not committed itself to 
freezing military operaticMis 
against Israel.” 

Israeli radio reported Fri- 

(Ontiniied 00 page 7) 


and the release of Palestinian 
prisoners from Israeli Jails. 

The women's refusal to 
leave the prison threw into 
Question the release due on 
Tuesday of between 1,100 
and 1,200 Palestinian men. 
after a holiday Monday for a 
Jewish feast. 

But PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat played down any talk 
of a crisis at a meeting over- 
ni^t with Mr. Peres. He said 
Mr. Weizman had pledged to 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to free all the 
women. 

“This subject has been 
arranged between ‘Resident 
Mubarak and President 
Weizman: it is between 
them." said Mr. Arafat at the 
Erez crossing from Israel into 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel holds a total of 
around 6.000 Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

General llan Biran. army 
commander for the West 
Bank, and General Abdul 
Razzak Al Yahya. the chief 
Palestinian official on a 
security liaison committee, 
also met at Erez to fix dates 
for the army's redeployment. 

“We did not reach an 
agreement ... there are still 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bomb 
explodes 
at French 
rail track 

! PARIS (Agencies) — A 
I bomb exploded on a railway 
j near Paris early Sunday, but 
investigators said it was prob- 
ably not linked to a wave of 
terrorist bombings — includ- 
ing one on Friday — attri- 
buted to extremists that has 
killed seven and injured ISO 
since iate July. 

The blast, which occurred 
at 3:10 a.m. Sunday between 
Marly-le-Roi and Louvecien- 
ncs on a commuter line west 
of Paris, blew a crater 30 
centimetres in the ground 
and damaged overhead 
cables, but did not cause any 
injuries. Rail traffic was 
bnefly disrupted, but had re- 
sumed on schedule by late 
morning. 

Noting that the detonating 
device — an electrical wire 
connected to battery — 

! differed from those used in 
I all the earlier bomb attacks 
i except one. suspicion has 
turned towards a local per- 
petrator. investigators said. 

Indeed, the exception was 
a similar overnight explosion 
I that damaged an electricity 
relay station on Sept. 17 in 
the neighbouring town of 
Elang-la-Ville. less than two 
kilometres distant. That blast 
.affected power supplies to 
8.0CX) consumers in the area. 

While these two blasts 
I were set off manually and 
were apparently not intended 
to cause injury, the other 
bombs were designed 10 de- 
tonate wich timing devices, 
some of which malfunc- 
, tioned, the investigators 
noted. 

Friday's explosion, which 
filled the modus operandi 
ascribed to Algeria-linked 
miiiiants slightly injured 13 
people in southern Paris. The 
attack coincided with the 
ftineral in Lyon of an Alge- 
rian suspect. Khaled KelkaJ. 
killed by police. 

The name of the metro 
station where the blast occur- 
red. "Maison Blanche." is 
also the name of the hamlet 
near Lyon where Kelkal. 24, 
was gunned down by para- 
military police on Sept. 39. 

Kelkal, whose fingerprints 
were found on a railway 
bomb which failed to go off at 
the end of August, is also 
thought by Fren(± authorities 
to have been involved in 
. other attacks, including one 
on a Paris suburban under- 
ground train in which seven 
people died on July 25. 

The day after the Maison 

(Continued on p^ 7) 


Bosnia ceasefire is still 
on track despite battles 


I SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
I rivals clashed on Sunday 
ahead of a ceasefire and more 
civilians died in shelling but 
the West, confident it would 
take effect on Tuesday, 
started to discuss the cost of 
rebuilding the devastated re- 
public; 

Bosnian Serb and mainly- 
Muslim government troops 
supported by Croatian forces 
jostled for territory in nonh- 
west Bosnia as the United 
States presented proposals 
for Russia to take part in an 
international force to imple- 
ment a peace accord. 

Heavy fighting broke out 
along Se^-Muslim con- 
frontation lines in northwest 
Bosnia on Sunday, Bosnian 
army sources and eyewitnes- 
ses said. 

They said fierce artillery 
and rocket duels were raging 
to the north and east of 
Bosanska Krupa. There was 
“heavy fighting” along a 
frontline between Otoka and 
Kljuc. 

Military observers have 
speculated that the warring 
Bosnian government and 
Serb sides might make a last- 
minute land grab before the 
U.S. -brokered ceasefire, 
especially after about 400 
Croatian troops reached the 
area to reinforce Muslim 
allies. 

“Heavy fitting is going on 
along the whole Aniline be- 
tween Otoka and Kljuc. We 
shall see the results in the 
evening and tomorrow,” Bri- 
gadier Mirsad Selmanovic 
told reporters in Bosanska 
Krupa. 20 kilometres east of 
Bihac. 

Other military sources said 


the fiercest fighting was in the 
area of Otoka, 12 kilometres 
to the north, and some seven 
kilometres to the east of Kru- 
pa. A Western monitor said 
heavy artillery, mortar and 
rocket fire had been going on 
since the early morning. 

In northern central Bosnia. 
10 people were killed and at 
least 10 more were wounded 
when their refugee camp was 
shelled, apparently by separ- 
atist Serbs on Sunday, the 
U.N. said. 

“The refugee centre at 
Zivinice was shelled at about 
1145 this morning accordine 
to (U.N. military observers) 
and at least 10 people were 
killed and many others in- 
jured.” said Jim Landale. a 
U.N. spokesman in Sarajevo. 

Despite the fighting, pros- 
pects for the ceasefire im- 
proved after the government 
said technical delays to res- 
toring electridty and gas in 
Sarajevo would not affect its 
timing. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic said gas from 
Russia was due to start flow- 
ing on Sunday through an 
international pipeline cros- 
sing territory held by the 
rebel Bosnian Serbs. 

Suffering citizens of 
Sarajevo pray restoration of 
the city's utilities and the 
ceasefire will spare them 
another freezing winter and 
end the daily grinding tasks 
of queuing for water under 
the threat of snipers and artil- 
lery. 

the besieged city has been 
without water, elearicity and 
gas for the past six months. 

A spokeswoman for the 
U.N. peacekeeping force said 


Serb soldiers were clearing 
landmines around electridty 
pylons which needed repair. 

The Bosnian government 
set the restoration of utilities 
to Sarajevo as a pre- 
condition for the ceasefire 
which peace envoys hope will 
lead towards ending the 3!^ 
year war. 

Mr. Silajdzic told an inter- 
national conference in War- 
saw on Saturday his govern- 
ment needed aid of S12 bil- 
lion for post-war reconstruc- 
tion. 

The United States and its 
rich allies called on the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank to act quick- 
ly to put together a plan to 
rebuild Bosnia. 

Finance ministers from the 
Group of Seven (C-7) indust- 
rial nations unexjMctedly 
highlighted peacemaking 
steps in Bosnia, calling in an 
en^f-meeting oommunrque 
for saifi action by the multi- 
lateral lenders “as soon as 
conditions warrant.” 

“The G-7 ministers ... 
urged the IMF and the World 
Bank to quickly study what 
Bosnia will need once a cx>m- 
prehensive peace is in place," 
U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin said. 

In Geneva. Russian De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
said the United States had 
presented new proposals to 
resolve a disagreement over 
Moscow's role in an inteipa- 
tional force to implement a 
Bosnian peace accord. 

After talks with U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry. Mr. Grachev was asked 

(Costimied on page 7) 


Arafat releases Hamas leader 



FIRSTHAND TASTE: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Aobadi on Sunday taste figs during a tour that the 
Regent made throi^ the capital's marketplaces accompanied by the mayor (see 
page three) (photo by Boghos) 

Jordan urging Arab states 
to prevent Iraq’s break-up 


JORDAN IS urging other 
Arab states to prevent Iraq 
from breaking into religious 
and ethnic mini-states. Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said in remarks pub- 
lished on Sunday. 

“We are concerned with 
what is happening in Iraq and 
with the danger to the re- 
gioh's security posed by this 
country's collapse and break- 
up into ethnic mini-states." 
Mr. Kabariti told the 
London-based Al Hayat 
newspaper. 

Iraq's unity is in jeopardy 
because of the suffering of its 
people and the U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on the country 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. he told the Arabic dai- 

iy- 

He said Jordan would work 
to preserve Iran's unity and 
urged other Arao states to do 
the same. Jordan did not 
want Iraq to be divided for 
ethnic or religious reasons, 
but could accept a state built 
along federal lines. 

"We believe the interests 
of parties and political forces 
in Iraq should be taken into 
account to prevent any poli- 
tical or military action which 
would provoke some of the 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

people or pan of the country 
into seceding." he said. 

Shiite Muslims constitute 
between 45 and 55 per cent of 
Iraq's 18 million people, with 
Sunni Arabs accounting for 
20 to 30 per cent and the 
Kurds around 20 per cent. 

Mr. Kabariti meanwhile 
criticised Syria for blocking 
Middle East peace. “It is not 
in Syria's interest to block 
(Arabrisraeli) accords. On 
the contrary it must realise 


that these accords can contri- 
bute to the peace process. 

“The different tracks of the 
peace process cannot be de- 
layed in the interest of the 
S^an track" of negotiations 
with Israel, he said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa told the 
United Nations on Tuesday 
that Damascus would reex- 
amine its role in the peace 
process if the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accords were 
used to harm Syrian interests. 

While Jordan has signed a 
peace treaty with Israel and 
the Palestinians have struck 
deals for autonomy ^m the 
Jewish state. Syria and its ally 
Lebanon have failed to 
achieve any breakthroughs. 

■Mr. Kabariti said he could 
not understand why Syria was 
refusing 10 take pari in the 
Middle East and Nonh Afri- 
ca economic summit in Am- 
man planned for October, 
which is also to be attended 
by Israel. 

Syria has agreed to partici- 
pate in a Nov. 27-29 confer- 
ence in Barcelona. Spain, 
which will be attended by 
Mediterranean countries, in- 
cluding Israel. 


33 Palestinian expellees 
transit through Jordan 


AMMAN (Agencies) — A 
group of 33 Palestinians ex- 
pelled from Libya have ar- 
rived at Aqaba on the Red 
Sea on their way to the 
Gaza Scrip, a Jordanian 
official said Sunday. 

The Palestinians arrived 
Saturday and stayed at a 
camp used by pilgrims on 
their way to Mecca, said 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdul 
Rahman Shareh. d.rcctor 
of border police at Aqaba. 

Col. Shareh. quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said the Palestinians 
then left Aqaba at dawn 
Sunday headed for the 
King Hussein Bridge, 
which crosses from Jordan 
into the West Bank. From 
there, they were to travel 
to the Gaza Strip. 

Jordan permits Palesti- 
nians holding Jordanian 
passports to enter its terri- 
tory and only lets those 
who have Israeli authorisa- 
tion to transit to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

A total of 177 Palesti- 
nians have crossed Jordan 
since Sept. 27 to reach the 
Gaza Strip. 

Libya announced at the 
beginning of September 
that it would expel the 
30.(X)0 Palestinians residing 
on its territory to show the 
“failure" of the Israel — 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accord 


establishing Palestinian 
autonomy on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

About 900 expelled 
Palestinians who do not 
have proper travel papers 
are stuck at the no-man's 
land between Libyan and 
Egyptian borders. 

Egypt has refused to 
allow Palestinians to cross 
its Territory unless they are 
assured of reaching another 
country. 

The' road between the 
two countries was 
reopened to traffic late 
Saturday after Palestinians 
ended a protest that had 
blocked the border to vehi- 
cles for most of the day. 
Egyptian border offidals 
said. 

Security sources at the 
Egyptian border post of 
Salloum said a group of 200 
demonstrators had agreed 
to reopen the route for 72 
hours but would demons- 
trate again if no solution 
was found to their plight. 

In an interview published 
Sunday. PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat urged Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhafi 
to stop expelling Palesti- 
nians from Libya. 

"i urge him. in the name 
of Arab fraternity, to put 
an end quickly to the unjust 
dedsions taken regarding 
Palestinians." safo Mr 
Arafat in an inten’iew with 


the Egyptian news agency' 
MENA published by the Al 
Ahram newspaper here. 

“The Palestinians have 
been subjected to systema- 
tic witchhunts in other 
(Arab ) countries after the 
Libyan decision. Similar 
measures have been taken 
by the Lebanese authorities 
with regard to Palestinians 
holding Lebanese travel 
documents." he said. 

Al Ahram, citing a 
Palestinian diplomat in Tri- 
poli. said 2.5()0 Palestinians 
have registered ai the 
Palestinian embassy to re- 
turn to Syria. Among them 
are 1.7(W holding Syrian 
travel documents who have 
to return within a week, 
and 800 with Lebanese 
travel documents. 

Lebanon has refused to 
accept Palestinians expel- 
led from Libya. 

Since the beginning of 
October. 600 Palestinians 
expelled from Libya have 
left for Syria by l^ai. A] 
Ahram said. 

Mr. Arafat's appeal fol- 
lowed talks on Friday t^- 
iween Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and 
Colonel Qadhafi. which re- 
sulted in Egypt raising 
hopes that the Libyan lead- 
er would back off his cam- 
paign to expel all Palesti- 
nians in Libva. 
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Ramallah waits in 
wings as Palestinian 
business capital 



RAMALLAH (A^ — As 
the intifada oaffiti &des off 
the walk and its 40,000 resi- 
‘dents look to self-role, the 
busing town of Ramallah on 
Jerosalem*s doorstep is tiini- 
ing into the Palestinian busi- 
ness capital. 

Ramallah is a mere 10- 
minnte drive from Jerusalem, 
set amid rod^,. aHve-tree 
dotted hills at the centre of a 
future Palestinian entity 
a^cb the Palestinian Libera- 
tion i^ganisation (PLO) in- 
asts will one day become a 
state. 

The town is bracing itself 
for an economic boom and 
seeks to lure investors with 
stability. Unlike the fla^- 
point town of Hebn^, it is 
free of holy sites that can 
attract tourists but can a^ 
become the focus of religious 
conflict. 

‘^We want ro restore our 
city as the pride of Pales- 
tine,'’ said Khalil Mussa Kha- 
lil, the town’s mayor. 

While encouraging the 
trend to turo Ramallah into a 
business capital, be cautions 
against forecasts that the 
town could take the place of 
Jerusalem, although several 
self-rule ministries are 
already in place. 

“We don’t approve of talh ; 
of Ramallah as the next capit- 
al, our only capital is Jeru- 
salem,’’ he insisted. 

On the eve of self-role. 


mobile phones, satellite dis- 
hes, cars and moontain 
bik^ are already common 
si^ts in Ramallah, a town 
long noted as a haven for the 
political elite and intel- 
Ugentaa. 

Wtii Bir Zeit University 
nearby, the town has Muslim 
and Chrisnan committee, 
while Jewish settlements 
stand on uei^bouring hill- 
tops, A1 Bir& is its twin 
town. 

Under the West Bank self- 
role accord, whidi the Israeli 
pariiament endorsed on Fri- 
day, the army is to withdraw 
from all Palestinian mwns 
barring Hebron 1^ the end of 
the year. Patrok in Ramallah 
have already been eased. 

Hundreds of new frrms are 
planning to set up here, while 
small to medium-sized 
businesses, such as phar- 
maceutical companies, are 
already flourishing. 

Major investors, however, 
are waiting to see wfaat self- 
rule brings, although a con- 
struction boom is already 
underway, along with work 
on new roads and a sewage 
system. 

New bmlding this year co- 
vered 112,000 square metres 


metres for the 


up until June, compared to 
78,000 square n 
whole of 19S^, the year be- 
fore self-rule was launched in 
Gaza and Jericho, the 


mayor's office said. 

Abdullah Belouni, mana- 
ger of the Arab Bank branch 
in Manara Square that 
reopened in Dumber for 
the first time since 1967, said 
almost all loans were going 
out to construction. 

Land prices have rocketed. 
In the centre of town, a 
donum of prime real estate 
can now sw for as much as a 
milUon doUais. 

Abu Afif, a 57-year-old 
developed, return^ from 
Braal in 19^ and has de- 
molish^ an old building off 
the square to bufld a 10- 
storey Uock, induding a bil- 
liards hsdl and a branch of the 
U.S. children restaurant 
dain KFC. 

The town has dose links 
with tihe United States, where 
hundreds of families have 
emigrated since the end of 
the last century. 

Red-tiled villas have 
spronted up on the outdorts 
of Ramallah, a district of 
300,000 inhabitants, althongh 
prices have tripled, according 
to Salahadin Jabr Alodeb of 
the newly-rehoused chamber 
of commerce. 

Mr. Aloudeh said the town 
is already the centre of 
Palestinian banking, tritfa 12 
new branches opening soon. 
Bat the gdd nidi since the 
end of the intifrida, or Palesti- 
nian uprising, also has its 
down side. 


UAE nationals 
insist on execution 
for Filipina maid 


ABU DHABI (R) — 
Young Filipina maid Sarah 
Balabagan begins an 
appeal trial on Monday 
hoping for freedom but 
many United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) nationals in- 
sist her dea^ sentence for 
murder must stand. 

“She should be executed 
in public as a warning to 
otiieTs. If you come here to 
work you have to respect 
our laws. This is the Unhed 
Arab Emirates, not the 
Philippines or the West," 
said government employee 
Kbalid A1 Raisi. 

The uproar that erupted 
after an Islamic court in A1 
'Ain condemned Ms. Bala- 
bagu to death on Sept. 16 
for the premeditated mur- 
der of her UAE employer 
has fuelled resentment 
among nationals of tiiis 
Golf Arab federation. 

Reflecting the view of 
many in this oil-rich emi- 
rate, the court rejected I^. 
Balabagan's claim that she 
stabbed Almas Mohammad 
A1 Baloushi 34 tiihes in 
self-defence after wrestling 
his knife away during a 
rape. 

The verdict has infriri- 
ated the Philippines, rcig- 
niting pasrions that swept 
the country after another 
Filipina maid. Flor Con- 
templadon, was hanged in 
Singapore in March for 
double murder. 

It has also tarnished the 
image of the UAE, anger- 
ing offidak who have said 
that pressure from Manila 
could jeopardise Ms. Bala- 
bagan's chance for free- 
dom in an appeal trial ex- 
pected to last up to two 
months. 


The outrage over the 
case has left some UAE 
nationals wondering why 
their tracfitionally low-key 
country has come under 
zntematioiial fire. 

The Justice Ministry has 
backed the death sentence, 
but the government is pur- 
suing a reconciliation for- 
mula with Balousbi’s fami- 

ly* _ . ■ 

Offidak wiU try again to 
persuade the family to drop 
the death sentence in ex- 
change for blood money, 
an orodal said. 

Ms. Balab^n's parents 
^d younger sister arrived 
in the UAE on Saturday to 
plead for her life and are 
carrying an affidavit show- 
ing that she is 16. The UAE 
says she is 27 based on 
documents Philfopine offi- 
cials say were forged. 

UAE President Sbeikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan ordered a retrial 
after the same A1 ’Ain 
court in June sentenced 
Ms. Balabagau to seven 
years imprisonment for 
manslaughter. 

It alro awarded her com- 
pensation after conduding 
she had been raped. 

The UAE fooeral sup- 
reme court must endorse 
any death sentence and an 
execution must be 
approved by Sheikh Zayed. 

President Fidel Rainos 
said he would ask Sheikh 
Zayed to pardon Ms. Baia- 
bagan if the death sentence 
sticks. 

Few UAE nationals 
appear to favour clemency. 

“In the street, the word 
is the death sentence 
should be carried cut,’’ said 
Jamal A1 Hosany. 


Kamel’s 
case against 
Alef Baa is 
dismissed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Iraqi 
court has droppied a case 
gainst two Iraqi journalists 
filed by former Iraqi Minister 
of Industry Hussein Kamel, 
friio defeded to Jordan in 
August. 

'^e case was filed against 
Najlaa Qader from Alef Baa 
magazine and her editor 
Amir A1 Helou on alleged 
defamation charges, the A1 
Ra’i daily reported. 

On Jan. 25, 1995 Alef Baa 
published a report about the 
absence from the markets of 
tomatoes grown in green 
bouses. It quoted fanners as 
saying that one of the reasons 
was that no plastic cover was 
available to the farmers from 
the concerned authorities and 
that some of the sheets pro- 
duced by the ^nistry of In- 
dustry were sold in tlw blai^ 
market to selected farmers? 

Following the publication 
of the report, Lieutenant- 
General Kamel sued the 
ma^uane's editor and the re- 
porter accusing them of libel 
against a government estab- 
lishment. 

Conrt Judge Ibrahim BSn- 
dawi, vdio studied the case, 
announced that after examin-' 
ing the case he found no 
ddamation or slander against 
any Iraqi official or the 
KGnistry of Industry, AI Ra'i 
said. 

“The report merely re- 
ported the words of f^ers 
who had suffered from the 
damage to their crops due to 
the lack of plastic sheets and 
tiieir inability to purchase 
plastic sheets whose prices 
were skyrocketing on the 
black market,*' added the 
judge. 



TOURING THE STREETS: His Royal Hzghn^s Crown fiince Hassan, the 
Regent on Sunday chats with citizens during a tour of Amman (see page 3) 
(photo by Boghos) 


UAE steps up its campaign 
against drugs and alcohol 

ARIJ DHART ThA healtfi, information. Islamic were Pakistanis. Iraniai 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has stepped up a cam- 
paign to combat drugs and 
alcohol amid growing abuse 
in the country and a surge in 
narcotics-traffrcking from 
Pakistan and other Asian 
conntries. 

A few months after it de- 
cided enforce the death 
penalty against drug- 
smugglers, the government 
last week created a Ifigher 
Committee for Combatting 
Drugs and Intoxicants to 
spearoead the drive. 

Offidak said around five 
imllion dirhams (SI .36 mil- 
lion) had already been ear- 
marked for the committee as 
an initial bud^eL 

“The coiTunittee will map 
out strategies, policies and 
programmes to fight narco- 
tics and intoxicants throu^- 
oui the country," Interior 
Minister Mohammad Said Al 
Badi told the official news 
agency WAM. 

“The creation of the oom- 
miitee illustrated our leaders’ 
keenness to take more effec- 
tive measures to tackle this 
problem and protect our 
youth. It also underscores the 
need for a comprehensive 
and radical action,” he said. 

The committee is beaded 
by Sheikh Sultan Ben Zayed 
Al Nahayan, the deputy 
prime minister, and com- 
posed of senior r^resenta- 
tives from the Interior l^is- 
try, intelligence, the central 
bank, and the ministries of 
foreign affairs, education. 


health, information, Islamic 
affairs and other depart- 
ments. 

Offidak said the campai gn 
would include television 
programmes, seminars, leaf- 
lets and sermons against 
abuse during open-air Friday 
prayers. 

The Health Ministry ^ 
also expand existing prog- 
xammes to treat drug ad^cts, 
who are pardoned if they turn 
themselves in. 

Mr. Badi, a former army 
chief, said the committee 
would boost cooperation with 
other Gulf states and coun- 
tries outside the region to 
fight drugs. 

“We will dedicate Friday 
sermons to highlight the 
hazards of narcotics and in- 
toxicants and urge onr youtii 
to stay away from such harm- 
ful things." She^ Moham- 
mad Al Khasraji, minister of 
Islamic affairs and -endow- 
ments, said. 

Dubai police commander 
Dahi Khalfrui said there was 
a need to bolster the coun- 
try’s coast and border guard 
and listen control of small 
harbours. 

Police records showed 
most of the smuggled drugs 
over the past decade came by 
sea from neighbouring Iran. 
Pakistan and other Asian 
countries. 

More than eight tonnes 
seized in the past three years, 
involving hashish, heroin, 
cocaine, opium and other 
drugs. The bulk of foose 
arrested in thk connection 


were Pakistanis, Iranians and 
Africans. 

Apart from the surge in 
trafficking operations, offi- 
dals have alarmed by 
^at they call the qnead erf 
drug i addiction among their 
own people. 'Several UAE 
men were reported to have 
(tied from overdoses in the 
past few years. 

“This problem has become 
very serious. We fell it is time 
to act before it gets out of 
control," a senior police 
officer told AFP. 

“Enforcement of the death 
penalty could deter interna- 
tional gangs. We have to take 
action at the same time to 
safeguard our youth from in- 
dulgmg in such crimes," he 
said. 

Despite the introduction of 
capiral punishment early this 
year, police have reported 
serverm narcotic smuggling 
attempts, although they in- 
volved relatively small quan- 
tities seized mostly at sea. 

E^qierts believe the UAE, 
a major oil pTOduocF;‘remains 
one of the most vulnerable to 
narcotic-trafficking io the re- 
gion because of its p'roximlty 
to drug-producing states in 
Asia, the presence of large 
foreign communities and its 
long coastline. 

An Iranian crackdown on 
drug trafficking is also to 
blame, they said, as »nug- 
glers were forced to switch 
routes throi^ the emirates 
and other countries to reach 
their destinations in Europe. 


Libyans paid $50,000 to Egyptian 
opposition leader - Rose Al Yousef 


CAIRO (AP) — Libya paid 
$50,000 to au Egyptian 
opposition party — in violar 
tion of Egyptian law — to 
obtain political favours, 
Egypt's most prominent 
magazine said Sunday. 

The weekly Rose Al 
Yousef publish^ a copy of a 
letter fivm a top Libyan offi- 
cial authorising the payment 
in 1991 to Mustafa Kamel 
Murad, leader of tiie small, 
opposition Liberal Party. 

llie magarine, which is 
government-owned but vritii 
a reputation for aggressive, 
investigative reporting, said 
the $50,000 payment was part 
of Ccrionel Moammar Qawa- 
fi's programme to fond Egyp- 
tian opposition parties in re- 


turn for their support of 
Libya. 

Mr. Murad declined to 
comment on the charges Sun- 
day. 

It was not clear why the 
weekly chose to publish the 
letter now, but it comes a 
month before parliamentary 
elections that President Hos- 
ni Mubarak’s party has 
soi^t to make free and fair. 

Tne liberal Party is a sitiaii 
group with little infiuence 
tiiat gained some notoriety 
during the 1991 Gulf war 
when it supported Iraq. 
Several opposition parties 
have set up m Eg^t in recent 
years, but none pose a ^al- 
lenge to Muba^’s ruling 
party. 


Libra, flush with substan- 
tial (Ml revenues, has often 
funded movements abroad as 
a way to increase its influ- 
ence. Sudi payments have- 
long been romoured in neigb- 
bounng Egypt, ctepitd a ban 
on pohticai parties reedviug 
any financiiig from foreign 
countries. 

The m^azine said other 
Egyptian opposition parties 
were finano^ by Libya, too, 
but declined to name them. 

Ill bis daily column Sunday 
in the party’s ckiily M Ahrar 
nen^per, Mr. Murad de- 
scribra Col. QaiJfaafi as “the 
ody Arab leader who stands 
with bk head high at a time of 
Arab surrender.*' 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt and U.S. to hold war games 

CAIRO (R) — The .mnual joint exercises between the 
U.S. armed forces, as Bright 
take place in November. Ecvptian Chief ol Salah 
Halab^ said in an interview published 
France. Britain and the United Arab 
take part, he told the government newspaper .Akhbar ii^n 
interview marking the Arab-lsraeU war of J^e 
exercises were first held after Egypt and 
peace treatv in 1979 as a sign of better relations and Egypt s 
shift awav'from dependence on the Soviet Union for 
I weapons and training. They have taken place alnu'wt every- 
raar since. Lieutenant-General Halabi did not how 
** many troops would rake pan in the exercises or how long 
the% would last. 

Rock of emerald to be sold at auction 

DUBAI (AFP) — An SO-kilocnimmc rock glittering with 
raw emerald is to be sold at auction in the Umted Arab 
Emirates (UAE). officials said Sunday. The auction at the 
Shariah Expo Centre has been delayed until a later date to 
allow buyers from abroad to attend after not enough 
people turned up for Saturday's event, an official for the 
centre. Adnan Abu Hijah. said. The auction started at SW 
million but was cancelled after only 12 of the people who 
had registered turned up, he said. "Many people called 
from abroad showing interest, but did not have the time to 
come to the United Arab Emirates.' he said. So the 
auction was delayed to a date that will be announced 
later.'* The rock belongs to a Mauritian. Mr. Abu Hiiab 
said. 

Women-chasers face one year in jail 

DUBAI (AFP) — Cruising In cars for women, with the 
usual cat-calls and whistles, has become a crime in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). “The harassment of girls in 
public places has become a serious problem in some parts 
of the country." the Khaleej Times newspaper said, 
quoting officials. "The government has ordered vice squad.s 
to apply severe penalties on the stalker." First-time 
offenders will get a one-month prison term, anti if the 
violation is repeated, penalties include one vear in jail and 
a fine of 60.000 dirhams ($16,000). the officials said. The 
instrument of the crime — the car — will be impounded 
and expatriate women-chasers will be deported after 
serv'ing their jail sentence. Many women, have complained 
about being chased bv young men in fast cars, the officials 
said, adding that another teasing technique was to. drive 
slowly near the sidewalk and follow the women as they 
walk.’ And beware of acts performed inside the vehicle, 
officials said, warning that "th<7se who use their cars for 
immoral purposes will be jailed for six months." 

Kuwait jatis man for killing "witch* 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwait court upheld a 10-year jail 
term against a man who killed a sister-in-law he suspected 
had made his wife ill by witchcraft, a newspaper said on 
Sunday. The man fired 'six bullets into the woman's head 
and then "rushed back to the hospital to see if the spell had 
left his wife, only to find that she had died." Al Qabas daily 
reported. The appeal court rejected defence arguments the 
defendant acted in line with an Islamic rule allowing killing 
of witches. Islam, which bans witchcraft, says a judge can 
order the execution of witches after a trial. Al Qabas said 
the man found items used by witches in' the victim's house. 

Oman buys Swiss anti-aircraft guns 

DUBAI (R) — Oman has bou^t Swiss 35-millimerre 
anti-aircraft guns made by a unit of Oerlikon, diplomatic 
sources said on Sundav. The sources said the contract, 
which was also sought by Britain's GEC-Marconi, was 
signed on Oct. 3. No details of the size or value of the deal 
were immediately available. The official Omani News 
Agency on Sunday quoted Jund (soldierl Oman magazine 
as saying the weapons would be deployed in November 
when the counm- celebrates -its 25th national day. Oman's 
military' modernisation programme is not as extensive as 
those in neighbouring Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates ar>d Kuwait and Iran across the Gulf waterway. 
Two French fast patrol warships Iasi month joined the 
Omani navy, while delivery of 1« British Challenger Two 
ranks began this year. 

Talibans say they will allow women education 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A senior U.N. official said on 
Saturday that Afghanistan s Taliban Islamic movement had 
assured him it would allow women to be educated in areas 
It wntrols. Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian 
Affairs Peter Hansen told reporters in Islamabad.thai the 
assurance was given to him on Friday when he visited the 
southern Afghan town of Kandahar, the headquarters of 
the Tahb^. Earlier press repons from the area said the 
Talibans had banned girls from schools in the western town 
of .Herat after it captured the area from pro-government 
foiws I^t month. Mr. Hansen said his talks with the 
Talibans Shura (council) included the question of ensuring 
that girls would be given an opportunity of education. 


sechetarV Wanted 


Public shareholder company located in 
Amman is in need of Exeentive Secretary 
with good command of English language 
Computer system and other office routine 
■■■■PleMesendClV.to 
925334 Amman llllQ Jordan 




JORDAN TEUVISION 

Tel: 773/1 M9 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:00 

SicUcy Duvall's Bedtime Stories 

I4d0 Hey Day 

tSM Survival 

10:00 1 Love Luev 

17riM 

Chi/dren's prognmunc — Lcs 

Mondes Endoutb 

17:30 

Scric — Lcs Advennirics Du Rio 
Vetde 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Magaanc — Iriinibus 

I9d0 News Headlines ' 

19:35 McHalc's Navy . 

2lkM Camp Wildest 

2lh30 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Harts of the West 

22ri)0 News in En^isb 

tt;25 Inspector Morse 

23:30 American Chart Show 

23:59 Stamp of Greatness 

PRAYERTIMES 

04:13 Fajr 

05:30 ... — — <3uiirtK; Ouha 

11:23 Dhuhr 

14:42 'AST 

17:10 Maetweb 

18:33 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Manr of Nazareth Cbareh 


SwcUieb, Tel. 810740 

S*” ^ ™- 

^ Jwi yh Cfaarcfa Tel. 624590. 
S""]* ** Ammnfiattoo Tcl. 

63744a 

Da la SaBe Cbnrdi Td. 661757 
imasanm Cbareb Tel; 622366 
Owat * of the Aaoiisdalloa Tel, 

AagUeaB Cbmefa Tcl. 652826 
^TMoin CatboBc Chordi Tel. 

Arae^ Ortbodoa Ourch Td. 
779261 1 

St. Eptania CbnnA Td. 771751 
lataniational Church Tcl. 

032526. 

Eva u i uBf a l Lutheran Chardi Td- 
SZ4328. 

"-nurrllral Tfl u- 
xregattuB Td. 684I9S 
raeLa Uar-P^y SUots Tcl. 654932 
Omith of Nazarene Td.67569l. 

The Kvaugdkd Local Church h 

Auunan 

Tcl. 811295 

WEATHER 

Btdktia supplied ty the Dqan- 
mail of Meteavhgy. 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with teiuperaiurcs 
around average and winds nenh- 
. wcstcrljp moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northeily mottote to 
active and seas calm, 

Min^Max. iemp. 

' Amman 14/27 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts 12/30 

Jordan Valley 19/33 

Yesterday^s high temperaturre; 
Amman 27. Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 per <«Rt. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr, Hisim Kan'an 649028 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahmi 649028 

Dr. Usamah Husscini 847289 

Dr. Issam Al Asmar 890504 

Rras pharma^ 661912 

Ferdows pbarmacy 778336 

Al Asema phannacy 637055 

Nairoulch pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharma^'. 644MS 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637^ 

Natroujh phaimacy. ffiS672 

Najib (Aantnaey 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Oadi ... 248743 
A Iquds pharmacy 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Y^f Abu Sa’d 989000 

Koabieh pharmacy 985417 


emergenoes 

Food Control Cbntrc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dcpartmcni 66M 1 1 
Gvil Defence ImmodiM 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency W 

RcscucPolioe I92.621III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843^ 

TmffiePoTice 896390 

Public Security DepviBiem 630331 

Hotel Conq^nts 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaims 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complainls 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

Idirccwm sebiancc) 121 

' Overseas Chlls np ffiq i 

Central Amman Telephone 

. Repws 62310) 

M>daliTclc|riioncRepaim 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water AiuboriK 680100 

Jordan Elcetricity Authority 

e, . 

clcanc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Fli^ Information .... Utt-53200 
Queen Alia Inil. Airpon 08-53200 

HOSmALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cenue 813813^ 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akileb Matcrnhy. J, Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664I7IA4 

Shfflcisairi HosfHtal 669131 

University Hc>^ital 84S84S 

ALMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The IsIsRiic. AiidM 66612707 

AF<Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ... 7771010 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 77SIIU26 

Army. Marka 89I61 1/15 

Queen AllaHospital .... 60224000 
Amal Hospital 6741SS 

The Arab Center for Heart and 
^p^l^igery 865199 

ZarqaGovt.Ho^tal (09)983333 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900S«0 

Ibn Sina Ho^tal (09)986732 

AlHikniaModmHoqMBl (09J9W90 

Irtaid 

Moeess Basina Ho^l (02)275555 

Greek CtdariicHai^ (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hcupiial (02)347100 

AQABA: 

Pimce* Haya Hos(riul (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tbs ftiibniiaribn is by 

Royal Jordaniaa (RJ) infonnatioa 
depanment at the Oveoo Alia la- 
temaOjaalAiqton Tel. (08)53200. 
5. where it sbouU alwavs be veri- 
Oed. 


AUUVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nighra 

{Terminal 1) 

0^ Sanaa (RJ) 

MriM OamascustRjj 

22 Jeddah (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

09:19 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22 Aqaba (RJ) 

..Beirut (RJ) 

2J5 Cairo (RJ) 

2^10 OuablancB. Tunis (RJ) 

22.*40 Bangkok. Jakarta (RJ) 

22:45 New York, Amsterdam (Rl) 


Offier Rights (Tenninal 2 ) 

<MS Khartoum (S^ 

12M0 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Kicv(6U) 

18»45 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

>9:30 Cairo (MS) 

21d0 London (BAj 

Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPAimiRES 
Royal Jordanian 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


(RJ) 


^ 

Il|» ... f RJ) 

^ 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

London (KJ) 

5i2 fawnhul(TK) 

23 ^mc(AZ) 

JJg Beirut (ME) 

.j.^***'*’*'’ Dl“bi. Musm (GR 

SiS Damatew. London (BAl 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 


Dep. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


"***KET prices 

Qppcr/lowcr price in Rh per kg. % 
^nMa (Mukammarj ’ " on 

=ob/?S 

SLicV-:;::;:;:; S 

G.»^ 

L^S.-::::::: «»««i 

SS'S 



spinSh':::;:; 

Jring Beans «20?SS 
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COOPERATION MISSION: Her Royal Highness 

Princess Basma Sunday reviews with a risiting dela- 
tion from the British Overseas Development Depart- 
ment the programmes and activities carried out 
Queen Al^ Fund for Social Development (QAF). 
Princess Basma said the fund airng to develop local 
communities and improve economic and so^ condi- 
tions of families in the unprivileged areas. The 
Princess briefed the delegation on the educationa4 
health, and social services provided by QAF to 
women and children aroond the country. She noted 
the importance of the training programmes conducted 
by the fhnd to empower women to establish and nm 
income generating projects, thus helping to 
improve the economic and social conditions of Uieir 
families. The delegation is here to discuss the possibil- 
ity of assisting in soda! development in Jordan, by 
helping to improve social services and upgrading the 
performance of sodal workers. The meetup was 
attended by the British Ambassador to Jor^^ Peter 
Hinchctiffe, the executive director of QAF and depart- 
ment heads (Petra photo) 


Regent tours Amman municipality, 
looks in on progress of projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Rc^al Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Sunday touied districts of 
the Greater Amman Munic- 
ipality as well as municipal 
projects under way in the 
area. 

Briefed by municipality 
ofBdals throughout his vis- 
its, the Regent had called at 
the Ainnim MunidpaliQr 
where he met with Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbacti who 
later accompanied him to 
the various areas pro- 
ject sites. 

The first stop was at the 
construcdoD site of the 
munidpality*s town hall 
p^ect at Ras H Ain dis- 
trict Work there started 
earlier this year. 

Prince Hassan was told 
that the town hall will be 
the meeting point between 
the eastern and western 
parts of the capital and will 
serve all residrats. 

The Regent looked at 
blueprints of the project 
which iodude the i»rma- 
nent site of the munidpality 
offices, a public library, and 
multi-purpose balls. 

Prince Hassan later visit- 
ed the Yarmouk district and 
stopped at a development 
project where be told the 


engineeis in charge to keep 
in mind the needs and con- 
cerns of the local citizens. 
The Regent also underlined 
the importance of ■ close 
coordination between the 
various development pro- 
jects in the county and said 
that all such projects must 
taim into account the pro- 
tection of the envirtxmienL 

T jter. Rrince Hassan 
stopped by tbe old central 
marketplace in the Wihdat 
district aird the new mariret 
in Sahab town. At both 
places he was brieied on 
munidpality services to 
the merchants and farmers. 

Tbe Regent visited east- 
ern Amman where work is 
under way on the construc- 
tion of a sports city. While 
at the site, the Crown 
Prince received a telephone 
call from' His Majesty King 
Hussein, who is on a visit to 
Englanc^ enquiring about 
progress on that project 

He also visited tbe Wihdat 
district refugee camps 
where be listened to resi- 
dents' concerns. 

At a meeting with the 
mayor and council mem- 
bors, the Regent expressed 
satisfaction with the 
progress of work on tbe 
projects. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Sunday looks over blueprints on the construction site of the 
new Amman Municipality fadlity in the Ras Ei Ain district with Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi and several 
engineers responsible for the project (photo by Boghos) 


Visiting Indonesian parliamentarians review 
bilateral ties with counterparts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ac^ 
Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai 
and Spe^r of the Lower 
House Sa’^ Hayel Srour 
Sunday met with a visiting 
Indonesian parliamentary 
delegation to review bilat- 
eral reigns.. 

In a separate meeting, 
Mr. Rifai stressed - the 
Impoitaoce of ibdonesia' as 
the largest Islamic coudiry," 
and as a leading member 
state of the non-aligned 
movement and of the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian 


Nations (ASEAN). 

Mr Rifai said he hoped 
that tbe delegation's visit 
will contribute positively to 
further enhancing parlia- 
mentary relations between 
both countries. 
v,tie. also,Tefecred..ta the 
first meeting, of the Joz]dan- 
ian-Indooesian Committee, 
in 1993,‘saying that the Le- 
onti ineeting will be held 
here early next year. 

Heading the Indonesian 
delegation is Hassan Ismail 
Mitarium who praised tbe 


status of bilateral relations, 
describing them as unique 
and very strong. 

He also praised Jordan's 
support for the Palestinians 
in helping them regain tiieir 
legitimate rights on their 
national, soil- ■ 

Me. .Rifai. the 

■ jofdaiw parliamrat^sfcon- 
dolences to the governmem 
and people of Indonesia 
who suffered the loss of 
many lives in Saturday's 
earthquakes which hit some 
parts of tbe Asian country. 


Children to participate alongside 
experts in child abuse workshop 


By Lola Keilanl 

Special to Ae Jordan limes 

AMMAN — For the first 
rime in Jordan, boys and 
between the ages of 
nine and 15 will participate 
in a wo^hop entitled 
''^fiolence against children” 
with various experts. 

The workshop, which will 
be held at the Centre for 
Social Development (CSD) 
in Hay Nazal, will discuss 
different types of abuse and 
their effect on children. 

The 35 children chosen to 
participate in tbe one-day 
event have been conducting 
their own research on the 
tiieoretical definition of 
abuse and violence for the 
past six months, and have 
studied the Jordanian law 
concerning the rights of tbe 
child 

Also, as part of their prac- 
tical training, tbe children 
met with peers who them- 
selves are victims of differ- 
ent forms of abuse, and 
learnt that nor all abuse is 
physical, said Feryal Saleh, 
director of the (CSD). 

She explain^ tiut tbe 
children have an influ- 
ential part in the workshop 
because tbe CSD considers 
their contribution import^t 
in helping to find solutions 


to tbe debilitating problem 
of child abase, said Ms 
Saleh. 

The children participating 
in tbe woikshc^ coordinat- 
ed with the CSD and invit- 
ed violence experts, to dis- 
cuss the psychological and 
legal aspects of child abuse. 

Participants in the work- 
shop all come in contact 
with child abuse and vio- 
lence almost on a daily 
basis. They include a 
lawyer, a poUce officer, a 
psychologist, the head of 
the Educational Guidance 
Department at the Ministry 
of Education, and 10 moth- 
ers from the women's com- 
mittee of the CSD, said Ms 
Saleh. 

Tbe woiksbc^ agenda 
will address questions 

raised as a result of the chil- 
dren's studies, such as: to 
what extent is the law actu- 
ally enforced to stop 

domestic violence; how do 
police stations react if a 
child ffies a complaint 
against an abusive parent; 

how can a child help an 
abused fiiend? 

Although tadtiing domes- 
tic violence is the first pri- 
ority of tbe workshop, tbe 
children will also discuss 
other areas where violence 
occurs, such as in schools 


and on tbe streets, said Ms. 
Saleh. 

The woikshop organisers 
have asked a young girl 
who, along witii her two 
younger brothers, has been 
physically abused by her 
father for the past six years, 
to present her own story to 
the participants. 

Tte gill was introduced 
to tbe centre through the 
guidance dqjaitment at the 
Ministry of Education, 
which asked the centre to 
help in solving the child's 
problem, said Ms Saleh. 

The children pafficipaots 
in the workshop will elect a 
child to chair tbe event as 
well as a child to act as rap- 
pmteur. 

Tbe children will be 
divided in groups accor<fing 
to the Afferent schools they 
attend Tbe idea behind 
such a method is to inform 
the rest of tbe children on 
how to deal with violence, 
and encourage them to talk 
about their problems, said 
Ms. Saleb, 

"Children speak easily 
about their problems to oth- 
ers of their own age, and 
because the children partic- 
ipating in workshop are 
well ipfonoed they can 
help others uemendously." 
she added. 


Public buses to undergo JD 700,000 refurbishment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Public Transport Corpora- 
tion (l^C) plans to borrow 
up to JD 700,000 from a 
local bank to refurbish its 
fleet of buses operating 
within the Amman area, 
according to Marwan Kbi- 
tani tbe ccifjTofatiod^s direc- 
tor-gerwiaf-Suiii^. - - ■ 

iefmfrisbing process 
will require at least one 
year to complete, be said. 

Mr. Khiian told tbe Jor- 
dan Times that tbe corpora- 
tion owns 240 buses of 
which 100 are idle because 
they are not road worthy. 

Ibe repair of the buses 
will be carried out at PTC 
workshops in Tareq town 
near Ainman, Mr. Kbitan 
said. 

According to the corpora- 
tion's estimate, tbe JD 
700,000 loan from a local 
bank is less costly than pur- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe 
government will announce 
the details of three projects 
to be carried out in tbe Jor- 
dan Rift Valley at the 
upcoming Middle East and 
North Affica (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference on OcL 
29, according to Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation Sec- 
retary General Qusai 
Quteishat Sunday. 

The feasibility studies ou 
the three projects, financed 
through a grant from the 
United States, have been 
finalised and are ready for 
review by investors, Mr. 
Quteishat said 

The three projects include 
tbe Aqaba-^at airport, tbe 
Aqaba seaside resort, and a 
telecommunications system 
for the Jordan Valley, he 
said. 

Towards tbe end of last 


chasing new buses from a 
local company or from 
abroad, he said. 

Tbe renovation of each 
bus will cost nearly JD 
12,000. 

Mr. Khitan said that in 
1993, ifae catporiadon 
repaired _ several large 
bus«s, which were later 
lent out to a firm that trans- 
poned pilgrims to Mecca. 

He said Jordan has 13 
cofflpaiues operating 
approximately 550 small 
buses, many of them in tbe 
Amman area, under tbe 
supervision of the FTC. 

Mr. Khitan said that 
around 60 bus seats are 
vandalised by passengers 
daily, cost tbe f^C nearly 
JD 7 per seat or a JD 13,000 
a month in repairs. 


month, a consortium of 
consultancy firms was 
selected to prepare compre- 
hensive programmes on 
tourism, transport energy 
and telecommunications 
for the development of the 
valley. 

The firms were also 
entrusted with carrying out 
a feasibility study on tbe 
concept of a Dead Sea-Red 
Sea canal, Mr. Quteishat 
said. 

The study will be funded 
by tbe Italian government 
at a cost of $3 million and 
will be completed in 18 
months, according to Mr. 
QuteishaL 

Jordan will also submit a 
project worth $500 milliou 
for pumping water from 
Disi in southern Jordan to 
Amman. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to Ae Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court will begin bearing 
testimony in three separate 
murder trials in the next 
few weeks, judicial sources 
said Sunday. 

The first case involves a 
man who allegedly stabbed 
a 28-year-old woman and 
her six-month child to 
death in Shmeisani on 
March 27. 

At the time, police had 
said "that there was suffi- 
cient evidence to indict 
him." 

Tbe bodies of Maha Mil. 
and her son Samer were 
found in the apartment 
which the suspect bad rent- 
ed in Shmeisani. according 
to police reports. 

The second case involves 
two men, Kamel Kamal, 
22, and lyad Qassem, 28, 
who are charged with stab- 
bing death of Munif Ham- 
mad on June 19, in 
SweiJeh. 

The body of Mr. Hammad 


was discovered at dawn tbe 
next day, on tbe steps of 
Ali> Rukabi School in 
Sweileh. ' 

The victim was stabbed 
several times also received 
a blow to the head, police 
had said. 

Police suspected that Mr. 
Hammad was killed 

because of a feud. 

The third case involves a 
man charged with killing 
acxl cutting up the body of a 
man in his mid-20s in Salt 
on Aug. 14. 

According to police 

reports, tbe motive I^hind 
this crime was a feud over 
the price of a car. 

Infant killed in accident 


Meanwhile, an eight- 
month child was acciden- 
tally run over by a vehicle 
driven by her uncle in 
Mafraq Saturday, according 
to police reports. 

The report said that the 
victim, Salam Nasim, was 
playing in the backyard of 


her house when her uncle 
Munir T. who did not see 
the toddler, put his car in 
reverse and ran over the 
child. 

Also on Saturday in 
Amman, a 24-year-old 
woman was listed in cridcai 
condition at Jordan Univer- 
sity Hospital after suffering 
second and third degree 
bums, the reports smd. 

The victim's father, who 
was not identified, told 
police that his daughter, 
identified only as K.H.A.. 
was in the lutchen frying 
potatoes when be heard her 
screaming for help, accord- 
ing to police. 

“Apparently her clothes 
caught fire," police reports 
said. 

Hospital officials Sunday 
told the Jordan Times tbe 
victim received bums to 77 
per cent of her body. 

"She is currently listed in 
critical condition .but we 
are expecting an improve- 
ment in her condition with- 
in the next few weeks," the 
official said. 



The Public T)ransportation Corporation’s workshops in town of Tareq near Amman 
(Petra photo) 


Government to 
announce details on 
rift valley proposals 


Criminal Court to hear 3 murder cases 



Refinery study recommends expansion 


FILMS 

* "Kufr Qasim" (in Arabic) at the Phoenix 
Gallery, (hardens Street at 730pm. 

* "Rien du Tout" at the French Cultural Centre 
at 8.00pm. 

* T)eath of a Salesman," at the British Council 
at 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

""The Common Characteristics of Arab Piogres- 
ave Movements" by Abdul Ghaffar Shukur at 


Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6.00pnL 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Arabic calligraphy by Ali 'Abbadi at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 

*A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures 
and Drawings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi at 
Darat A1 Funun, Jebel Weibdeh. 

^Sculptures by Iraqi artist Kazem Shamhoud at 

Orfali Art Gallery, Um 

Utheiiui. 


^Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith A1 Turk at the Italian Language Cen- 
tre Gallery, Shmeisani. 

"Abstract art by the Syrian artist Mohammad 
Daghestani at the Phoenix Gallery. 

" Selected works by the young and the estab- 
lished at The Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 

” Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orientales de la 
Fontaine," at the French Cultural Centre. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
study by the Jordan Petrole- 
um Refinery Company 
(JPRC) has recommended 
that the Zarqa refinery be 
expanded gradually lo meet 
growing needs over the 
next 15 years. •. 

JPRC Director General 
Abdul Wahab Zoubi said 
the study looked into the 
possibility of importing oil 
products from other coun- 
tries us well us the esiub- 
lishment of another refin- 
ery. At present, the refin- 


ery at Zarqa is the king- 
dom's only such facility. 

Mr. Zoubi said the study 
also recommended either 
laying a 20-inch diametre 
pipeline from Aqaba to 
Z^a or from Iraq to Zarqa 
to pump necessary supplies 
of crude oil. 

According to Mr. Zoubi. 
the study also recommend- 
ed that another refineo' 
constructed at Aqaba to 
process crude oil and help 
meet the countiy's needs 
and F>erhups even export 


quantities of refined oil 
from the sea port. He said a 
new refinery would cost up 
to $2.5 billion and would 
have a maximum produc- 
tion capacity of 250,000 
barrels a day. 

He said the expansion of 
the existing Tefiner>' would 
CO.SI $600 million, and the 
oil products would be mar- 
keted in Jordan and export- 
ed to the Palestine self-rule 
areas. 
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Conservative MP defects to 
Labour in body blow to Major 


LONDON (R) — A senior 
Conservative member of 
parliament has defected to 
the ^osidoD Labour Party, 
dealing a body blow to 
Prime Minister John Major 
on the eve of his party's 
annual conference. 

Alan Howardi's shock 
move — he is the first 
Conservative ever to “cross 
the floor” of parliament to 
join Labour — reduced Mr. 
Major's already fraple 
majority in parliament to 
five. 

Attacking the party that 
has been in office since 
1979 but is now deeply 
unpopular with voters, the 
former minister said: 
“There is an arrogance of 
power and a harshness with- 
in the govemm^ which is 
damaging to our democra- 
cy.” 

“There is a kind of list- 
lessness, a lack of vision,” 
the former minister told 
BBC Television Sunday. 

Conservative Party 
Chairman Brian 


Mawhinney, fighting to 
contain the political damage 
from Mr. Howartb’s resign 
nation, said die decision 
was bizarre, eccentric and 
sad. 

Mr. Major, who in June 
fought off a right-wing chal- 
lenge to his leaderehip after 
months of sniping, hoped to 
use this week's 
Conservative conference to 
stage a political figbtback in 
the run-up to the next elec- 
tion, due by mid- 1997. 

But Mr. Howartb's defec- 
tion has given valuable 
ammunition to Labour, 
already in buoyant mood 
after its own annual confer- 
ence resouncUngly backed 
centrist leader Tony Blair. 

Mr. Howarth, who bad a 
safe seat in William 
Shakespeare’s birthplace 
town of Stratfoid-Upon- 
Avon, switched sides afrer 
secret talks with the mod- 
ernist Blair, whose own 
party has abandoned much 
of its socialist dogma. 

Deputy Labour leader 


John Pircscott, welcoming 
Mr. Howarth into the par^. 
said: “This is a further blow 
to John Major and bis divid- 
ed and despised party:'' 

Conservatives were 
stunned after Mr. Howarth 
announced bis lesig^tion 
Saturday night The timing 
could not have been worse, 
severely bruising morale on 
the eve of the party confer- 
ence in the holiday resort of 
Blackpool. 

ITie Conservatives 
already trail Labour by 
more than 20 percentage 
points in opinion polls. 

Voters are angered by pol- 
icy U-tums. party io-fight- 
ing over Britain's role in the 
European Union, alle^- 
tions of sleaze and a string 
of sexual and finahcl^ 
scandals. 

Conservative grandee 
Lord Howe, whose bitter 
attack on Major’s pre- 
decessor Margaret Thatcher 
led to her downfeU, even 
hinted that time had finally 
run out for the 


China’s Jiang tries to eclipse Mao 


BEIJING (R) — In a major 
policy statement inspired by 
rhairman MaO Tsetung, 
China's President Jiang 
Zemin has told provinci^ 
leaders not to defy Beijing 
and said stability is funda- 
mental to Communist Party 
rule. 

In his 10,000-word sp^ch 
issued by Xinhua News 
Agency Sunday, Mr. Jiang 
announced what be called 
12 major relationships that 
China must tackle, appar- 
ently trying to eclipse Mao 
whose “10 major relation- 
ships” address of 1956 was 
among the most imporiani 
of his career. 

—Addnessing-the -closing of 
the fifth plenum of the 14th 
Communis Party Central 
Comminee on SepL 28, Mr 
Ji^g said many new prob- 
lems bad cropped up 
between the central and 
local govemmeats. 

Some . localities and 
departoffinis had paid undue 
attention to their own inter- 
ests, failed to implement 
oentral government princi- 
ples and policies and went 
so far as to disobey orders 
and defy prohibitions, Mr. 
Jiang said. 

“We will not allow the 
existence of neither local 
interests nor departmental 
interests that jeopardise the 
interests of the country as a 
whole,” he said. 

Beijing has repeatedly 
railed at local officials for 


defying it, for example by 
arbitranly raising prices and 
easing credit, moves the 
ceniiaJ govenunent says 
jeopardise its attempts to 
rein in inflatioa. 

The toppling of Beijing 
Communist Party boss 
Chen Xitoog last month was 
seen by some political ana- 
lysts as a coup for Jiang and 
a warning to defiant local 
power brokers. 

To accomph'sfa the targets 
and straie^c tasks over tbe 
next yem, China must 
seize opportunities, deepen 
reforms, open up wider to 
the outside world and pro- 
mote development and 


bow good it is.” 

Some people were getting 
rich too quickly, Mr. Jiang 
said. 

National income rhstribu- 
tion was inclined toward the 
individual and the share of 
tbe state was too small, he 
said, adding that the income 
gap between rich and poor 
was too big. 

He ruled out the possibili- 
ty of allowing lumbering 
state enterprises to declare 
bankruptcy en masse. 

“Only by ensuring tbe 
dominant position of the 
public sector can we pre- 
vent polarisation and 


- mm nt ai n ~^ s t aliUi r y. — Jiang ■’achieve'T:otnmon prbs^ff- 

said. . ••ty,” Mr..Jjang-,said- • 

“Practice has shown that '- “An^ move to shake of 
by handling properly the give up tbe dominant posi- 


relatiOQsbip between the 
refonn. devel^ment and 
stability, we will be able to 
grasp the overall situation 
and ensure a smooth eco- 
nocuc and social develop- 
ment Otherwise, we will 
suffer and pay for it” he 
smd. 

He said China was now in 
a period of economic transi- 
tion. With '’drastic changes” 
taldng place, it was of great 
and inunediate sigmficance 
to maintain stability, he 
said. 

“Without a stable political 
and social environmeat, 
Dothiog can be done and it 
will be difficult to accom- 
plish any plan no matter 


tion of the public seaor will 
deviate from the direction 
of socialism.” 

Mr. Jiang said giving full 
play to the role of market 
mechanism and strengtfaen- 
isg macro-control were 
both fondanieotal demands 
for tbe establishment of a 
socialist market economic 
system. 

“N(»e of them can be dis- 
pensed with. On no account 
should they be separated or 
even antagonised. To stress 
only one side to tbe neglect 
of tbe other will be ^tri- 
mental to die great cause of 
reform and economic devel- 
opment,” he said. 


Taiwan to mark low-key National Day 


TAIPEI (AFP) — President 
Lee Teng-Hui Sunday said 
the holding of a military 
review here instead of a live 
exercise ahead of Taiwan's 
National Day this week did 
not indicate that the island 
was afraid of China 

“If a war was waged, (our) 
filing power would be 
mighty. 1 can assure you 
that ... our combat ability is 
very strong,” Mr. Lee said 
on staie-moded TV from 
the southern city of 
Kaohsiung. 

Mr. Lee was referring to 
tbe Hua Hsing exercise 
which were held Thursday 
in place of tbe usual live 
exercise ahead of the 
Nationalist island's 4frth 
National Day — double- 
10. or Oct. 10 — Tuesday. 
Members of parliament last 
week ladled out at authori- 
ties here for toning down 
tbe drill. 

Local press said the Hua 
Hsing (Chinese Glory) 
Operation on Oct S at tbe 
southern naval base of 
Tsoying was originally 
intended to be a large-scale 
drill with live ammunition. 

In addition to tbe toned- 
down drill, celebrations on 
the anoiversaiy itself will 
^so be relatively low-key, 
eschewing the tradition^ 
massive military parade in a 
bid to stabilise relations 
with China, analysts here 
said. 

’in considering the reali- 
ty, authorities here do not 
want to further provoke 
mainland China by holding 
a more ostentatious parade 
boasting its military might,” 
Hu Fu, professor of political 


science at National Taiwan 
University, said. 

He added that this was 
also why the xecexit “Hua 
Hsing” exercise had bera 
switched from a live drill to 
a mere military review. 

Moses Pitakgka. the gov- 
ernor-general of the 
Solomon Islands will be tbe 
sole foreign state iea^ at 
tbe OcL 10 National Day 
rally here. 

Although 2S0.00Q repre- 
sentatives from various 
civic and govemmem sec- 
tors have been invited to 
take part in tbe rally and 
other celebration activities, 
only some 1,000 are from 
abroad. 

Political analysts here say 
a more restrained and local 
celebration is necessary in 
the face of deteriorating 
relations between Taiwan 
and its long-tune political 
rival Cfaina. 

Relations between the two 
sides, never cordial, have 
further soured since 
Tkiwanese President Lm 
T eng-Hui visited the United 
States in June. 

Beijing, which has viewed 
Taiwan as a renegade 
province since the end of 
tbe Chinese Civil War in 
1949, interpreted the trip as 
an attempt to promote inter- 
national recognition for 
Taiwanese independence. 

China conducted two 
rounds of missile tests off 
the ntxtb coast of Taiwan in 
late July and August and 
suspended high-level, semi- 
official talks with Taipei in 
apparent retaliation. 

Beijing has vowed to 
seize the island by force 


should it ever declare inde- 
pendence. 

The Foreign Ministry here 
has refut^ local press 
reports that tbe cuErent ten- 
sion between Thiwan and 
China is the reason for the 
absence of foreign heads of 
state at Tuesday’s National 
Day celebration rally. 

“Our self-confidence is 
not built on the presence of 
foreign state leaders,” 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Rock Leng said last 
week. 

Western diploma here 
point out that, for the time 
being, Taiwan needs no fur- 
ther international promotion 
following Mn Lm’s land- 
iruak visit to the Umted 
States which cut. official 
relations with the i s lan d in 
1979. 

“That visit, which infuri- 
ated China, was indeed a 
diplomatic breakthrough for 
Taipei in its relations with 
Washington, regardless of 
tbe consequence,” a foreigD 
envoy here told AFP. 

trip and its result 
have drawn international 
attention to Taiwan's status 
and provided countries 
which are ffiendly to 
Taiwan a more solid cause 
to promote Taiwan’s mem- 
bership bid is tbe United 
Nations,” tbe diplomat said. 

At tbe ongoing Gener^ 
Assembly Steering of the 
United Nations in New 
York, more than 14 coun- 
tries have supported the 
island's bid to rejoin the 
United Nations which oust- 
ed Taipei to admit Beijing 
in 1971. 


Conservatives. 

“We live in a democracy. 
Even the Conservatives 
don't have tbe secret of eter- 
nal life. Power must change 
from time to time,” he 
warned last week. 

Conservatives hoping to 
attack Mr. Blair for making 
spendthrift promises in his 
conference speech were 
given little ammunhioiL 
Eveiytbing Vfr. Blair 
promisied — smaller class 
sizes, cable for schools 

— would either be ftmded 
by cuts elsewhere or provid- 
ed free by grateful compa- 
nies who have been ct^ying 
up (0 Labour as it looks 
increasingly like a govern- 
ment in waiting. 

Hailing tbe speech as an 
electitte turning point, the 
Economist con- 

cluded: “Ifis speech and this 
conference could be seen in 
retrospect as t^ decisive 
moment Even the Tories, 
who never yield easily, may 
be forgiven a shiver.” 

Pakistan 
wants US. 
mediation 
on Kashmir 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan 
(AP) — The United Stares 
should play an aggressive 
role in fining a peaceful 
solution to tbe worsening 
lodo-Pakisian dispute over 
the Himalayan state of 
Kashmir, a senior official 
said Sunday. 

*Tt is not just an India and 
Pakistan dispute.*' Ftneign 
Minister Sardar Aseff Ali 
told reporters in ihe pak- 
' jstarii capital. tTt is Jhe 
Principe issue in South 
Asia whikdi threatens to 
destabilise tbe region.” 
During his recent trip to 
the United States to attend 
the opening sessions of tbe 
United Nations Geireral 
Assembly, Aseff Ali 
ctdled on U.S. Defense 
Secretary ^^am Peny to 
urge the Clinton adminis- 
tratioQ to mediate talks 
between India and 
Pakistan. 

“Now the ball is ia the 
court of the U.S. to pres- 
sure Inifia to come to the 
negotiating table,” Mr. 
As^Ali said. 

India Paki^aa have 
been at odds over &e 
Kashmir region since tbe 
territory was divided 
between tbe two countries 
at the end of British rule in 
1947. 

Deqiite repeated efforts 
and offers from the United 
Nations for mediation, nei- 
ther India nor Pakistan has 
been able to agree to meet 
to discuss the growing rift 
over Kashmir. 

Paldstaa believes tbe 
Kashmir issue ought to be 
l^t separate fi:^ otbCT 
bilateral topics. In^a, on 
the other haod, mainta^s it ' 
must be taken as only one 
part of overall relations 
between (he two countries. | 
The dispute has triggei^ 
two of three Indo-I^iristaa ' 
was in less than five j 
decades. ' 

One study commissioaed j 
by the U.S. senate declared 
j^hroir one of tbe most 
destabilising i^tors in 
.South Asia, wbere both 
Pakistan and India are sus- 
pected to have tbe capacity 
to biuld nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Aseff Ali Sunday 
ruled out the possilnlity of 
direct bilaterd talks whh 
India even t^ugh region- 
al ctfganisatioDS, including 
the South Asian 
Association fn- Regional 
Cooperation. 

Since tbe end of the cold 
war, U.S. relations have 
improved dramatically 
with India — once tbe for- 
mer Soviet Union's largest 
trading partner outside of 
the Communist Bloc. 

Waslungton's inffueoce 
with Id(^ along with its 
rebounding ties with 
Pal^tao, could offer the 
United States a solid posi- 
tion as an honest broker 
between the two countries. 
Mr. Aseff Ali said. 



Franmscan friars of tbe Inunaculate Church firom New Bradford^ Massadiusetts, 
pray with Pope John Paul II during a mass in New York (AFP photo) 

Pope prays as AIDS activists protest 


NEW YORK (R) — Pope 
JdiQ Paul enjoy^ a pc^ 
srar's rec^nioD ftom 
125,000 New Yorkers 
Saturday and filled a city 
cathedral with adoring 
feith^ but gays, and femi- 
nists staged the serious 
protests of his U.S. touc 

Devout Roman Catbt^cs 
prayed with their spiritual 
lea^ in St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, many of them 
weeing with joy and 
claiming a special religious 
experience. 

But more than 200 gay 
and lesbian demonsttatots, 
kept at a distance outside by 
riot police, shouted “stop 
AIDS, stop the homopho- 
bia, stop the Pope.” 

Police ripped down a 
three-storey high banner 
declaring “condoms save 
lives” that AIDS activists 
unfurled from the roof of 
the Saks Department Store 
opposhe St. Patrick's. 

Six demonstrators were 
arrested over the banner and 
four others during a sepa- 
rate protest march. 

In tbe march, acness 


Olympia Dukakis and femi- 
nist leader GIraia Steinem 
led several hundred women 
demanding the church end 
its bans against atoition 
and women priests. 

'*We are not here against 
the Pope. The Pope is 
against us.” Ms. Steinem 
said. “We'xe to encourage 
women not to lose hope just 
because die Pope is in town 
and there's such a produc- 
tion abom it,” said Dukakis. 

But the adulation far out- 
weighed the protests, 
despite die unpopularity of 
the Pope's conservative 
policies here. 

Many famous Americans 
took the chance to be at the 
Pope's side. 

Rightwing television 
Evangelist Pat Robertson 
was a surprise guest at the 
Pope's huge mass for 
125,000 people in Central 
Park, sitting on a podium of 
religious leaders at tbe side 
of altar. 

Mr. Robertson later 
attended a meeting between 
tbe Pc^ and more than 30 
Christian and Muslim lead- 


ers. 

Veteran comedian Bob 
Hope, and New York's top 
political leaders including 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
were in St. Patrick's wbere 
tbe Pope recited tbe rosary. 

Tbe Pope got a rs^turous 
welcome when be trans- 
formed (Tentral Park into a 
huge outdoor cathedral. 

He told a whooping, 
cheering crowd that 
Anterica was a brave 
nation. “Do not be afraid 
always to search for God. 
then you will truly be the 
land of the free and home of 
the brave.'* 

Tbe crowd in the. park, 
green heart of New York, 
listened intentiy to his mes- 
sage of compassion for 
A&S sufferers, the poor 
and the homeless. 

The Pope also pressed his 
crusade against abortion, a 
burning issue in America, 
urging Catholics to work 
against it, and condemned 
pornography and so-called 
assisted suicide. 


Fresh tremors cause panic in 
quake-hit Indonesian island 


SUNGAI PENUH, iDdo- 
n«ia (R) — Fresh tremors 
caused panic Sunday ai the 
scene of a devastating 
earthquake on Indonesia's 
Sumatra Island which killed 
at least 78 {teopJe 24 hours 
earlier, officials said. 

A 41-member medical 
team, including five spe- 
cialists, was flown ^m 
Jakarta to tbe remote moun- 
tain region around tbe 
northwest Sumaiian town 
of Songai Penub Sunday 
mormng to treat tbe more 
than 2,000 injured. 

Officials said several 
tonnes of rice and large 
quantities of quick-cookiog 
noodles had bMo transport- 
ed to tbe qaake-Ut areas, 
wbere residents slept 
ovem^t in tents pitdi^ 
outside what was left of 
their homes in fear of fur- 
ther tremors. 

Most expected to spend a 
second oi^t under the open 
sJty 

“Tbe residents were afraid 
to sleep in their houses 
because tiiey were afr^d 
titeie might be mme earth- 
quakes and might be 
crushed,” local government 
official Fuad Yusuf told 
Reuters. 

He said two army beli- 
cq>lers were being used in 
rescue operations while 
another two were on stand- 
by. 

Mr. Fuad said 100 res- 
cneis bad been despatched 
to the area. 

Irsal Nuidin, 35, of Koto 


Diair village, eight kilome- 
tres from Sungai Penub, 
said its 475 residents feared 
for their lives when after- 
shocks rattled the area 
Sunday morning. 

“This morning we pan- 
idced because of fresh 
tremors that lasted two or 
three seconds. Tbe tremors 
were not severe but we 
were really scared.” be told 
Reuters by tel^bone. 

‘The supply of electricity 
and water has still not been 
restored. Local authorities 
are distributing food, but 1 
am sure we will need more 
supplies,” be said. 

Authorities said the death 
toll from tbe eaitiiquake, 
measuring 7.0 on tbe open- 
ended Richter Scale, was 74 
but one Jakarta newspaper 
quoted unidentified sources 
as saying 143 bad died. 

Tbe quake flattened more 
than 10.000 buildings in 
villages around Sungai 
Peouh, a hill town 750 kilo- 
metres northwest of Jakarta, 
when it stnick at 1:10 a.m 
(1810 GMT Friday). 

Tbe tremor's epicentre 
was on land 16 kilometres 
southeast Sungai Penub 
which has a population of 
more than 40,000 people. 

Many of the injured spem 
Saturday ni^t outside in 
tbe cold fearing more 
tremors. 

“We are not brave enough 
to enter our bouses as thm 
is news tbere may be after- 
shocks,” Salmi, a resii^t 
from Pulau Sao^ar village 


in Kerinci district, told 
Antara. 

Fires dotted tbe area 
around Sungai Penub as 
survivors tried to stay warm 
during the night 
Antara said fear swept 
tiiiougb the area ’aroutid 
Sungai Penub after rumours 
the dormam volcano Mount 
Kerinci was erupting and 
spewing lava. Authorities 
were swift to quash tbe 
reports. 

Officials said casualties 
were likely to rise because 
tbe quake bad triggered 
landslides on the slopes of 
Sumatra’s mountain back- 
bone. 

Antara said records 
showed Kerinci had been 
hit by large quakes in 1^3 
and 1943 and geologists 
believed a 50-year cycle 
was at work in ^ tegioo. 

Residents said the quake 
and several aftershocks 
swept the area, mppling 
buildings and sending panic 
throu^ tbe sleeping town 
and nearlty villages. 

Nine-month pregnant 
Nisawati manned to 
escape with her eight-year- 
old son through a window 
of her collapsed house 
when tbe quake struck. “It 
was terrifying,” she said. 

Tnicklo^ of military 
rescue teams began lo 
arrive fix>m the nearest 
major town, Jambi, 24 
hours after tire quake struck 
and began distributing food. ; 


Sa Carneiro’s body unearthed 
in search of sabotage evidence 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 
Investigators Saturday 
exbum^ the body of late 
Prime Minister Francisco 
Sa Cameiro in search of 
evidence that the 1980 
plane crash that killed him 
was caused by sabotage. 

Tbe body of the charis- 
matic leader of tbe center- 
right Social Democratic 
Pany was uoeanhed at 
Liston's Paco De Lumiar 
Cemetery in the presence of 
a judge and removed under 
police guard, cemetery offi- 
cial Manuel Rodrigues said. 


Forensic experts at 
Lisbon's Pathology Institute 
were to search for traces of 
metals indicating the 
Cessna light aircraft carry- 
ing Mr. Sa Carneiro to 
northern Oporto might have 
been brou^t down by a 
bomb and not by technical 
failure as was ru^ after the 
crash. 

Mr. Sa Carneiro's. 
Swedish companion Sou 
Abecassis, 1^ defence 
Minister Adelioo Amaro Da 
Costa and five others were 
killed when their twin- 


engined plane crashed on 
Dec. 4, 1980, near the vil- 
lage of Camaraie just after 
take off from Lisbon 
Airport 

"nie cTKh came at a time 
of political turmoil five 
years after left-wing army 
captains overthrew a 48- 
year dictatorship. 

Initial investigations ruled 
the crash was an accident 
Later reports pointed to 
negligence. Only recently 
has evidence emerged 
pointing to the possibility of 
a bomb. 


Fergie still out of 
favour with royals 
•— paper 

LONDON — Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth will keep 
the Duchess of York from 
ihe liraelight if she reunites 
with her estranged husband 
Prince Andrew, according 
lo the Mail On Sund.'iy 
newspaper. Britain’s press 
have reported tbe couple, 
who separated in 1992, ore 
in love and ready to 
make a new start. But 
Queen Elizabeth is 

adamant the duchess will 
not be allowed to resume 
royal duties, the Mail said. 
“It has become clear that 
the queen has no intention 
of rescinding the strict con- 
ditions imposed on the 
duchess when the roaxriage 
broke down," the newspa- 
per said. 

Madonna to play 
title role in Evita 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Singer-actress Madonna 
will play tbe title role in a 
film aAtptati on of the 
musical Evita about the 
fiery wife of former 
Argentine leader Juan 
Domingo Peron. tbe film's 
producers announced. 
Hloiing under the direction 
of British flia^make^ Alan 
Parker is scheduled to 
begin Jan. IS and last 14 
weeks. The film will be 
shot in Europe and South 
America, they said. 
Madonna will play along- 
side Jonathan I^ce, in the 
role of Juan Domingo 
Peron, and Antonio 
Banderas in the adaption of 
the musical written by 
Andrew Uoyd Webber and 
-Tim Rice; 

.V.J 

Michael Bolton is 
available 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Fluttering female beans be 
still. American pop singer 
Michael Bolton is avail- 
able, having called off a 
romance with actress 
hficolette Sheridan. “1 
think it's safe to say there 
is still a lot between os. It's 
not going to disappear,” 
Bolton said in an interview 
with USA Today. “Raw is a 
good way to put it ... Tune 
will tell,” tbe long-haired 
singer with tbe soulfiil 
voice said. 

Julio’s bad side 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 

I Julio Iglesias has a bad 
I side. As the crooner greet- 
ed several hundred fens 
Friday at a circuit city 
store, he pleaded with pho- 
tographers to shoot only 
his right side.’TIease no, 
that's my bad side," be safd 
to one uncooperative ;Ao- 
tograpber who snapped 
from tbe left. Tbe 53-year- 
old was in San Antonio for 
a concen to promote his 
new all-Spanish CD “La 
Canetera." 

Boy George takes 
it like a man 

DALLAS (AP) — Boy 
George took it like a TTian, 
The British singer ordered 
3 ounces of wheatgiass 
juice and a tall glass of car- 
rot-celery juice for break- 
fast Thursday at tbe 
Blueboimet Cafe. Sounds 
healthy, all right, but most 
connoisseurs can only 
down about an ounce of 
wheatgrass juice at a single 
go. Just a gulp of the 
grassy-tasting d rink — 
known for its cleansing and 
detoxifying powers — can 
make firsi-timers dizzy and 
nauseous. The sing^ was 
in town to promote his new 
autobiography. Take It 
Like A Man. 
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SHUTTLE DELAYED AGAIN: Space shuttle Colombia Commander Kenneth Bowersox (right) 
and Kathryn Thornton (left) lead crewmates (rear left to right) Kent Romingen Catherine Coleman, 
Michael l^pez-Alergia. Fr^ Leslie and Albert Sacco from the Operation and Checkout Building on 
their way to launch pad 39-B. The Colombia flight was postponed ror the fourth time (AFP photo) 


Dhaka opposition leader warns of fierce campaign 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition 
leader Sheikh Hatina told 
Bangladeshis Sunday to 
piqiaie for a stormy cam- 
paign to force the govern- 
ment fiom power as a 32- 
hour strike virtually crip- 
pled Dhaka and four other 
m^or cities for the second 
day. 

Vehicles poured back on 
the rain-drenched streets of 
Dhaka, die capital of nine 
million people, after the 
strike ended at 2 p.m. (0800 
GMT), witnesses said. 

said- diousands -of* 
police and paramilitary sdl-* 
^eis wrapped in raincoats* 
folded their gaos and left; 
for their bana^. 

‘The people have already 
express^ their no confi- 
dence in the illegal, corrupt 
and autocratic ragime of 
Prime Minis ter Begum 
Khaleda Zia,” Mrs. Hasina 
said in a statement 

*The latest strike proved it 
more cleariy..Jt was com- 


plete and peacefiiL People 
responded to the strike 
qxmtatteously,” she said 
*^ow 1 urge all of you to 
mfllce the upcoming 96-bonr 
naricmal stnte, due to begm 
on Oct 16, a bigger success 
so that Khaleda Zia would 
be compelled to accept our 
demand for elections undw-r 
a neutral caretaker adminis- 
tration. 

want to ensure peo- 
ple's right to vote firee^y and 
without fean To achieve that 
.g^, we wUIiiot hesitaie.to - 
pursue a siomiy and more 
Serde campai^^-sbe ^ 
withbm ^vmg tndre deculsr 
The stoppage began at 6 
ajn. (0000 GMT) Saturday 
in Dhaka, Chittagong, 
Khulna, Sylbet and Barisal. 
Rajshabi, the other major 
dty in the north, was 
exenqited from the strike 
because of serious floods in 
the area which have killed 
scores of people and made 
milli ons homeless. 


Sunday, like Satniday, is a 
working day in Bangladesh, 
but most offices, schools 
and businesses were closed, 
witnesses said 

Government leaders acc- 
used the opposition of “pur- 
suing their selfish goals” at 
the expense of people’s suf- 
faing. 

'The strike has hampered 
movement of relief goods 
from Dhaka to the flooded 
districts. This is very inhn- 
man,” said Abdui Mannan 
-Bhuiyan, acting secretary- 
genei^ of ,the., ruling. 
•Ban|l^%' 5, 

'Party.'' “ 

Police described the strike 
Sunday as one of the “most 
peaedful and unintmudat- 
tng” since the opposition 
began their push to topple 
Mrs. Kbale^ early last 
year. 

Hiey said several home- 
made bombs exploded in 
Dhaka around the end of the 
strike but no one was hurt 


“These were all firecracker- 
types. ..meant for celebra- 
tion of what the opposition 
considered their victory in 
strike," one officer said 

“Police did not have to use 
force against anyone," he 
told Reuters. 

Chittagong, the country’s 
main port, was closed bat 
activities in the other port of 
Chalna were oOTinal, pOTt 
officials said 

The opposition wants Mrs. 
Kbaled^ elected in 19^,jp 
what - wer^ billed 
Bangiadesii’&'i^fi^ *■ firfie ' 
polls, to step down immedi- 
ately and allow elections 
supervised by a laeuual 
caretaker administratiOD. 

They say elections with 
Mrs. Khaleda in power 
could not be free and fair. 
She has refused to sep 
aside. 

The next general election 
is not due till March. 1996. 


Japan minister set to quit, coalition seeks unity 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
shal^ roling coalition, bat- 
tered 1^ the justice minis- 
ter’s alleged deal with the 
opporition, sccamUed for 
unity Sunday ahead of a 
paiiiamentaxy debates on 
the budget and tighter con- 
trols on religions groups. 

The move followed a 
newspaper report that 
Justice Minister Tomobaiu 
Thzawa struck a backroom 
deal with the main opposi- 
tion party to drop embar- 
rassing questions in parlia- 
ment over his loan from a 
lay Boddhist organisation. 

In exchange, mr. Tazawa 
promised to oppose a con- 
troversial government bill 
to tighten control over reli- 
^oos (xganisations, legisla- 
tiOQ'vebemently opposed by 
the Shinshinto (New 
Hcontier Party), the Yomiuri 
newspaptf alleged Friday. 

Mr. Tazawa, who denied 
the report wonid step down 
Monday due to pressure 
from tus colleagues in the 


Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), the biggest partner 
in Prijme Minis ter Tomiichi 
Murayama’s three-way 
coalition, news reports said. 
Hiroshi Miyazawa, the 
brother of fonner Prime 
Minister Kiicfai Miyazawa, 
was expected to replace Mr. 
Tazawa, they said. 

Mr. Muiayama would not 
stop Mr. Tazawa fix>m hand- 
ing in his resignation, top 
government spokesman 
Koken Nosaka said 
Saturday. 

T feel very unhappy with 
what he did,” senior LDP 
lawmaker Hikam 

Maisunaga said on an NHK 
ubUc television talk show 
unday. 

Mr. Thzawa also came 
under attack from Mr. 
Morayama’s socialists. Tt 
is natural that he should 
tesi^,” Socialist legislator 
Tbmio Sakagami told the 
show. 

Coalition officials were par- 
ticularly fririous over Mr. 


Tarawa’s alleged secret deal 
to take sides' with 
Shinshinto over the revision 
of the religious organisation 
law. 

“What Tazawa did is trou- 
blesome when we are about 
to start a pa^amentary 
debate on the revision of the 
religious institution act,” 
the LDP’s Matsunaga said. 
Socialist Sakagami said 
Murayama shonld sack the 
justice minister to secure 
unity in the govemmenL 

Apart frt>m a five triilion 
yen (^ billion) supple- 
mentary budget. Me. 
Murayama pledged to press 
for the revision of the 44- 
year-old religious law dar- 
ing the current special par- 
liamentary session due to 
end on Nov. 13. 

The government moved to 
draft a bill designed to put 
tighter controls on the 
nation’s more than 200,000 
religious groups soon after 
the nerve gas attack on 
Tokyo subways killed 11 


and made about 5,000 pas- 
sengers ill on March 20. 

But the opposition 

Shinshinto, backed largely 
by members of major 
Buddhist lay group Soka 
Gakkai, has vowed to block 
the bill to revise the reli- 
gious organisation law. 

“Mindful of possible gen- 
eral elections, we will deal 
with the issue,” senior 
Shinshinto offidal Kazuo 
Aicbi said during Sunday's 
tdk show. 

Mn Murayama must call 
elections by mid-1997. 

A head-on clash between 
the coalition and the opposi- 
tion over the religious law 
could plunge domestic poli- 
tics into a fresh turmoil and 
dday the long-awaited bud- 
get 

The extra bud^ the 
biggest ever submitted in 
Japan’s parliament, forms 
part of a 14.2 trillion-yen 
($142 billion) package of 
economic measures un- 
veiled last month. 


Gore, Chernomyrdin hold talks at Maine Airport 


BANGOR, Maine (R) — 
U.S. >fice President A1 Gore 
and Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin called 
their private meeting at a 
Maine Airport Saturday 
*'productive” but declined to 
give details on what was 
discussed. 

Mr. Gore and Mr. 
Chemomynfio told 
zeportexs in an impiompai 
news conference that the 
two houra of talks covered a 
broad range of bilateral con- 
cons, includiiig Bosnia, but 
focused mostly on issues of 
ecttiomic cooperation. 

Tt was a very productive 
very useful dialogue,” Mr. 
Gore said. “We're not going 
to devulge any of the (tetails 
of it because this was a dis- 
cussion about nuts and bolts 


in a business-like, common- 
sense way.” 

PiesideDt Bill Clinton and 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin bad requested foeir 
number two men meet, and 
Mr. Gore said Saturday’s 
talks dealt with issues that 
needed “practical, common- 
sense attentiou” prior to the 
presidents’ own 'meeting 
later this month in New 
York. 

An aide to Mr. (3ore said 
prior to Saturday’s meeting 
that it was an opportunity to 
“moniiot^ die pro^ss of 
the D.S.-Russian joint com- 
ntission on economic and 
technological cooperation, 
which the two men co-chair. 
The commission created by 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin 
is designed to increase 


cocqierarion between the 
countries in space and ener- 
gy developtneuL 
The leaders dismissed 
reporters’ suggestions that it 
was odd for them to be talk- 
ing about economic devel- 
opment while the two coun- 
ties remained at odds on 
several diplomatic issues 
such as Bosnia. 

“Frankly its hard for me to 
say that improvements in 
the life of an average work- 
ing family in either one of 
our countries is not impor- 
tant” Mr. Gore said. 

Satuiday’s session marked 
the second Gore-Cher- 
nomyidin meeting in less 
than four months. Their last 
meeting was a high-profile 
conference in Moscow that 
'mcluded the signing of a 


$15 billion deal to develop 
oil and gas fields in Russia’s 
for eastern island of 
Sakhalin. 

The vice president and 
piime minister are expected 
to meet ag^ in Moscow 
early next year. 

Aides said Saturday’s 
meftring wa$ held in 
Bangor, a small city in 
northern Maine, largely to 
accommodate Mr. 

(Themomyrdio’s travel 
schedule. 

The prime minister Friday 
completed a three-day offi- 
cial visit to Canada. 
Baiogor’s airport was also 
convenient because it is a 
major lefiielling facility for 
planes headed to Europe. 


Yeltsin sacks top prosecutor 


MOSCOW (R) —President 
Boris Yeltsin saclred 
Russia’s acting Prosecutor- 
General Alexei Dyushenko 
Sunday after accusations 
that he was cracking down 
too bard on the Kremlin 
leader’s critics. 

Mr. Yeltsin signed decrees 
relieving Mr. Hyu$henko of 
lus duties at the top of 
Russia’s judicial system and 
replacing him temporarily 
with a deputy, Oleg 
Gaidanov, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
press office said. 

“The president considers 
this a civil act which 
reflects the moral spirit and 
sense of political reqionsi- 
bility in the state adminis- 
tratitm,” Me. Yeltsin’s 
spokesman Sergei 

Medvedev said on Russian 
television. 

Mr. Medvedev said Mr. 


nyusheako had presented 
Mr. Yeltrin with a lener of 
resignation which the presi- 
dent accepted. 

The decision was likely to 
be seen as a move to get rid 
of a supporter with a tar- 
nished reputation ahead of 
elections in Decemben 

Mr. Byiishenko won a rep- 
utatirai for being too keen to 
defend Mr. Yeltsin after 
staiong a series of cases 
against his critics. 

He opraed legal proceed- 
ings against the independent 
television channel NTV for 
interviewing Chechen guer- 
rilla Shamil Basayev. NTV 
has been at odds with gov- 
eminent infonnatioo ser- 
vices over its frank cover- 
{^e of the war with rebel 
Chechens. 

He also opened proceed- 
ings agmnst the makers of 


the satirical televised pup- 
pet show Kukly, a Russian 
version of Britain's Spitting 
Image satire, saying its 
mod^g depiction of 
Russia’s political bosses 
was insulting. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in 
September that tinv* was 
running out for the prosecu- 
tor, after another embarrass- 
ing rqpon in the Russian 
media linked Mr. 
Hyusbenko's wife to under- 
world business. 

T>f course Mr. Dyushenko 
denies everything...but after 
aU these blemisbes, I will 
hardly recommend him 
again as prosecutor-gener- 
al, ” Mr. Yeltsin told a news 
conference then. 

Mr. Yeltsin appointed Mr. 
Dyushenko in February 
19^ but a hostile parlia- 
ment twice refused to con- 


firm him. He was due to 
present a permanent candi- 
date for the post soon, but it 
had become clear Mr. 
Dyushenko would not be iL 
Mr. Dyushenko’s temporary 
replacemeut, Oleg 

Gaidanov, 50, was one of 
seven deputy prosecutors 
and was in c^ge of aimi- 
nal iovesdgaiioiis, the 
Rossiisldye Vesti daily said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Medvedev stressed 
that Mr. Gaidanov’s 
appointment was temporary 
and that Mr. Yeltsin would 
present a new candidate 
soon. Interfax News 
Agency said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's top aide 
Georgy Satarov told Ekho 
Moskvy radio the president 
would probably choose a 
candidtUe ffom outside 
Moscow for the post. 


Grachev: Chechenya talks should be suspended 


GENEVA (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev has said he thought 
the fragile Chechenya peace 
process should be suspend- 
ed after a bomb attack 
which seriously wounded 
Russia’s military comman- 
der in the breakaway 
region. 

Airiving in Geneva for 
talks Sunday with U.S. 
Defence Secietaiy William 
Peny, Gen. Grachev told 
Russian reporteis: Tt was 
the second explosion, a 
deliberate crime. 1 personal- 
ly would inteuupt talks.” 

Three servicemen were 
killed and 15 other people 
were injured when a bomb 
detooat^ by remote control 
blew up as a motorcade car- 
rying Lieutenant-Genoal 
Anatoly Romanov went 
through an underpass in the 
centre of Chechenya's capi- 
tal. Grozny, Friday. 

Gen. Romanov, who was 


said to have suffered 
wounds to his bead, legs 
and abdomen, was flown 
back to Moscow for treat- 
ment Saturday. It was the 
second assassination 
attenpt against a senior 
Russian figure in 
Chechenya in two weeks. 

Gen. Grachev, known as a 
hardliner over the (Tbechen 
question, said Presideot 
Boris Yeltsin and his gov- 
ernment were wcxking out 
dieir next steps in the crisis. 
A senior Russian official in 
Grozny said a state of emer- 
gency might be declared. 

Gen. Grachev said: "We 
can’t make peace with these 
people. I’ve warned before 
that the number of Chechen 
fighters is increasing. They 
have the technical abiUty 
and the weapons, tanks and 
armoured personnel carri- 
ers. Bandits should be elim- 
inated.” 

President Yeltsin was con- 


sidering inqiosing a state of 
emergency on Grozny after 
lus military cominander 
there was bai^y injured. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman 
told TASS the president was 
weighing a government caD 
for a state of emeigency in 
Grozny following Friday’s 
bombing, which came dur- 
ing a delicate stage in peace 
neogtiations with the 
Chechen rebels. 

Spokesman Sergei Med- 
ved^ said Ml Ydtsin saw 
grounds fc^ such a measure 
but he added: Tt is neces- 
sary to consider aU the con- 
sequences which could fol- 
low declaring a state of 
emergency.” 

A curfew is stiU in force in 
Grozny and it was not clear 
what extra measures a state 
of emer^ncy would 
involve. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
said Friday that Moscow 
would honour deals with the 


rebels “despite provocation 
and terrorist acts.” 

A spokesman for the 
Russian command in 
CTiecbeaya, quoted by 
TASS, said terrorist acts had 
increased, with 34 civilians 
killed in September alone, 
since a ceasefire was 
declared. 

Shots fired from a grenade 
launcher slightly damaged 
the Grozny building of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSC^), which has been 
mediating in peace talks, at 
midday Saturday, TASS 
said. No one was injured. 

TASS also said a Chechen 
field commander was killed 
when a bouse he was stay- 
ing in west of Grozny was 
attacked with flame throw- 
ers and granade launchers. 
The report did not say 
whether foe attackers were 
Russians or Chechens. 
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4J.S. adiriiriisto ‘big noise’ — (^uba 


MEXICO CFTY (AP> — 
Cuba’s Socialist rulers have 
found some common 

ground with conservatives 
in Washington: they don’t 
think much of President Bill 
Clinton’s moves to increase 
U.S.-Cuban contacts. 

A top Cuban leader Friday 
night denounced Mr. 

C&ton’s proposals as “a 
senseless publicity show” 
and an attenqit to under- 
mine Fidd Castro’s 

Socialist system. After all, 

Mr. Clinton hims elf said 
that was the idea. 

"rhey have T»ade a big 
noise over something that is 
absolutely nothing,” said 
Ricardo Alarcon, die presi- 
dent of Cuba’s p arliamen t 
and the country’s top expert 
on die United States. 

Republicans in Washing- 
ton denounced the propos- 
als as well, but from a dif- 
ferent angle. Senate m^ori- 
ty leader Bob Dole said tlK 
initiative is evidence of 
administration weakness 
toward Cuba. 

Sen. Phil Gr amm, a Thxan 
who like Sen. Dole is run- 
ning for the Republican 
presidential aommation, 
accused Mr. Qinton of 
‘’putting out the welcome 
mat to Castro instead of 
tightening the noose around 


his'aging necK” 

Ml Clinton announced 
Friday be was ending a ban 
on U.S. news organisations 
operating from Cuba and 
said foe government would 
ease restrictions on travel to 
Cuba by academic, reli- 
gious and human rights 
workers. 

He said the moves would 
“encoi^e its peaceful 
transitioo to a free aad open 
society” and he vowed to 
tighten enforcement of foe 
33-year-old U.S. enbaigo 
of the island “to keep & 
pressure on.” 

Mr. Clinton also an- 
nounced a $500,000 grant to 
freedom house, a U.S.- 
based group, for work with 
nm-govemmental oiganisa- 
tioos in Cuba to “promote 
peaceful change and protect 
h uman rights.” 

Mr. Alarcon said foe plan 
seemed to do little more 
than aUow emergency ririts 
for Cuban exiles who want 
to visit 01 or d}ing family 
members on foe isl^d. 

“The rest is to financiaDy 
aid and train so-called 
human rights groups with 
subversive ends to under- 
mine foe revolution fiom 
within,'* be said. 

Economist Carmen THana 
Deere, a specialist on C^ba 


who is fonner president of 
the Latin American Studies 
Association, said CTinton 
officials should have 
expected a negative Cuban 
reaction. 

‘The way they presented 
it, foe whole tone is going to 
be so objectionable to foe 
Cubans that they can dhly 
react by becoming more 
paranoid.’* she said. 

In recent months, Casiro 
has begun to warn against 
U.S. attempts to use 
increased contacts by acad- 
emics, journalists a^ oth- 
ers to undermine foe 
Socialist goveromenL 

He said in July that back- 
ers of foe limited opening 
“want to destroy us from 
within.” 

“These people want to 
exert their influence 
through broad exchan^ 
wifo diverse sectors that 
they consider vulnerable, to 
grant douhdul scholarstups 
and to dazzle us wifo their 
billion-doUar institutions, 
their technology and their 
social research centres,” he 
said. 

That reaction has begun to 
worry even some in the 
Clinton adminisization. 

Richard Nuccio. White 
House adviser on Cuban 
affairs, expressed concern at 


u -■ 

a seminar last week fo'at 
U.S. suppon for non-gov- 
enunen^ groups in Cuba 
could make foem be seen as 
“as a possible enemy ... of 
the Cuban govemmenL" 

He said it “would be a 
tragedy for Cuba" if that led 
Mr. Castro’s government to 
crack down on the private 
sector, which has grown on 
Cuba since 1989 as a finan- 
cial crisis has forced the 
government to penmt small 
businesses .and independent 
organisations. 

Ml Alarcon did not flatly 
reject foe idea of letting 
U.S. news oiganisation 
open offices in Cuba, saying 
tte organisations would 
have to discuss that wifo the 
Cuban govemmenL 
In foe pasL Cubans have 
demanded foat foe United 
States end a ban on Cuban 
news operations in the 
United States and halt foe 
anti-Castro broadcasts of 
Radio and Television Marti, 
which are funded by foe 
U.S. govemmenL 
Afoninistration officials 
said Friday foat they would 
let Cuban news mefoa oper- 
ate in foe United States, but 
only after Cuba had opened 
its doors to U.S. news 
organisations. 


Police chief urges officers to get over Simpson case 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Alfoough he stiU bdieves 
O. J. Simpson is goilty of 
murder, police Chief 
Willie Williams told his 
o'fficers foey must accept 
foe jury's innocent vodicL 
“Mr. Simpson bad his day 
in couTL As professionals, 
we must accept foe ver- 
dict," Chief said 

in foe speech played dur- 
ing station roll calls this 
weekend. It was released 
Saturday to the news 
media. 

Chief Williams said the 
department bad been 
wTon^y banored by 
Simpson’s lawyers, who 
argued foat their client was 
ftamed by erideuce plant- 
ed by one or more detec- 
tives. 

“No evidence has ever 
been shown that robbeiy- 
homicide west LA and ... 
any others ever conspired 
to plant blood, to plant 
other evidence, to plant a 
glove, aU foe things foat 
the entire Simpson defence 


team raised over the past 
15 months,” he svd. 

“Hang in there.” be told 
the officers. “You’ve been 
a great credit to law 
enforcemenu not just in 
this city, but in this coun- 

fry- 

The trial of Simpson, a 
former football star, actor 
and TV sports commenta- 
tor, transfixed foe nation. 

Meanwhile, an attorney 
for victim Ronald 
Goldman’s family said 
Simj^ou has been oideied 
to give a deposition on 
OcL 16 for foe wrongful 
death civil lawsuit foe fem- 
Dy filed against him. 

“We're going to question 
him about every aspect 
surrounding the case,” 
attorney Robert Tounelot 
said Saturday in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Tourtelot $aid 
Simpson, “must give die 
deposition and hie must 
appear and testify in courL 
He has no options.'' 

A simDar lawsuit has 


been filed by the femDy of 
Simpson’s ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson, who was 
slain wifo Goldman on 
June 12, 1994. 

No one answered the 
telephone Saturday at the 
office of Simpson attorney 
Jo hnni e Coctuan. 

A poll in the upcoming 
issue of Newsweek maga- 
zine showed foat 67 per 
cent of whites and 52 per 
cent of blacks believe 
Simpson’s trial increased 
racial tension without 
offering any hope of a 
solution. 

Sixty-five per cent of 
whites and 48 per cent of 
blacks said foey believed 
race was at least somewhat 
important in the speedy 
verdict reached by foe jury. 
Jurors deliberated less than 
four hours before announc- 
ing they found Simpson 
iDDOCeOL 

The poll, in foe maga- 
zine’s Oct. 16 issue, a^o 
found that 80 per cent of 
blacks and 50 per cent of 


whites questioned rhink 
the jury was fair and 
impartial, alfoough mily 32 
per cent of ite whites 
agreed wifo foe verdicL 
compared with 85 per cent 
of blacks. 

The telephone survey by 
Princeton Survey Research 
interviewed 760 adults 
during OcL 4-6. Tlie mar- 
gin of error for questions 
based on foe total sample 
is plus or minus four per- 
centage points. 

Participants in the case, 
meanwhile, continue to 
explore cash opportunities. 
Simpson juror Brenda 
Morau is writing a book, 
which will be released in 
foe near future, her attor- 
ney, Robert Ball, said 
Friday on GW's Larry 
King Live. 

Three other jurors have 
retained attorney Sieve 
Lerman, who represented 
police beating victim 
Rodney King, in a search 
for commercial deals. 
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Media in the balance 

FREEDOM OF TE[E PRESS is one of the main 
pillars of pluralistic democracy and must be jeal- 
ously guarded. This means that constraints on the 
exercise of this freedom must be applied in the 
most judicious manner so as not to jeopardise the 
democratic process and its underpinnings. As we 
look around and learn from well-established 
democracies we observe that seldom, if at all, do 
news reporters or columnists get thrown into jail 
for writii^ or publishing even false information. 
Laws <m defamation and libel are the usual legal 
tools to bring to justice people who abuse their 
freedom to disseminate news, views and analysis. 
These laws serve as the main channel for would-be 
victims who can seek reparation or compensation 
from journalists or writers found guilty in a court 













‘Let’s target land mines and blindii^ laser weapons 


The Review Conference of the 1980 Weapons Con- 
vention is in its third and final week and has yet to receive 
appropriate interest or concern from the Arab Worid. The 
on-going conference, held in Vienna, is deliberating the 
pFohibitioD or restrictitm of the use of certain convention- 
al weapons deemed excessively injurious or as having 
inHi grriTTiinntg effects, such as land mines and blinding 
laser guns. The magnitude of the ciisis for the Middle East 
may be best appreciated throu^ the shoddng revelation 
that out of the 100 nuJiioD anti-personnel mines tittering 
the globe, about 30 utiUion axe scattered on our own soil, 
In our own backyards. 

Regarding blinding militaiy laser guns, their develop- 
ment and deployment is also on the increase worldwide, 
including, of course, througboot the Middle East where 
regional wars and internal anned conflict have been abun- 
dant 

On a global level, the size of the land mine challenge is 
reflected most in the appalling tnimber of anti-personnel 
mines the worid has manufactured over tiie past quarter- 
century alone. Ihe International Committee of the Red 
C^s (ICRC) — the guarttian of all Geneva Conventioos 
and the prime promoter of international bomanitarian law 
even before WWl — estimates that 250 million land 
mines, including 200 million anti-personnel mines, have 
been manufactured in the last 25 years, by no less than 50 
countries. 

Peculiar to this type of conventional weapon is its inher- 
ent nature of taking a heavy toll on human life, mostly 
civilian, which continues even after the cessation of hos- 
tilities. This is becanse mines lie planted in areas accessi- 
ble to civilians, such as areas for cultivation and econom- 
ic development Mines have proven almost impossible to 
defuse or detec^ and not only by people like you or me. 
but also by military personnel who planted them in the 
first place. No wonder about 800 mostly dvilian lives are 
claimed every month by land mines. Just to add insult to 


injaxy. the international community still produces annual- 
ly about 10 million of these terrible weapons. 

Another reason for the continued carnage is attributed to 
the Mgb price of mine-clearing, estimated by some 
experts to cost S300-500 per mine, while manuf^tuiiog 
such mines is a snip at about $20 each. We can only begin 
to imagine this catastrophic side of the equation when 
developing countries are forced, through shMr economic 
constraints, to leave land ounes, buried during regional or 
draoestic anned conflicts, in unmarked places to be 
detected only a duld, woman or fanner step on one. 

triggering a bloody explosion. 

Yet the international community is still reluctant to take 
affimative action against such weapons even at this late 
hour. To date, there are intematioual humanitarian princi- 
ples calling for clear distinction between dvilians and 
coi^atants in armed conflict In addition there are specif- 
ic treaties such as ±e 1980 UN Weapons Convention and 
its Protocol 11 that purports to control the use of mines, 
broby-traps and similar devices. But die shortcomings of 
existing customary and intemational laws are proven by 
the ftSure to contain the problem and reverse its tide. 
Awareness and recogmdon are on the increase that the 
cutreot reginK governing the use of such weapons is sim- 
ply not working and all the while more people are losing 
their lives or limbs because le^lation is neither suffi- 
cient nor commensurate witii the size and dimension of 
the crisis. 

Besides, not many states have signed and ratified the 
modest 1980 Convention. Only 50 govemmoits chose to 
become parties to the 1980 convention, demonstiatiDg tbe 
indifference of so many countries, including Arab and 
develt^ing countries which suffer the most from land 
mines in Irath human and economic tenns. The convening 
of the Review Conference of the 1980 UN Weapons Con- 
vention also provides an occarion to invite Jor^ to 
adhere to it, as I am sure it is sheer oversight on our part 


not to have become party to it until "0^- ,■ y. 

And since the limited Convenuon ks onl> applicable ro 
"inieinational" armed conflicts, the developing c°un^ 
including of course the Arab World will continue to su^ 
because they provide the main theatre for inicmal armed 

conflicts that are bloody and vicious. 

Unfortunately, the recommendation of the Group ot 
Experts assembled for the purpose of pro|X>sing nwre 
foiSul measures against mines falls short of the 
objective because it adopts the view that additional 
scOTCtions and safeguards would do the neces.s:^job tor 
humanity. This contrasts with the view of the ICRC and sm 
in rTwiging number of governments that consider there i.s 
but one solution to the endemic carnage and slaughter ot 
people: the total prohibition of the manufacture ot laiw 
mines, as opposed to the mere introduction of cosmetic 
c liangefi to existing international humanitarian 

Perhaps it is too late to change the course of the Review 
Conference on this poinL But it is never too late to st^ 
lobbying for a more humane and enlightened posture that 
insists on a complete ban on the use and manufacture of 
innH ming«8 as a real and effective panacea to the current 
carnage of innocent people. 

Fortunately though, the Group of Experts did recom- 
mend the total prohibition of the use and manufacture of 
hiinriing weapODS. This is a great and timely success, 
in view of the growing technoIog>' of blinding laser guns 
and their availability not only to states across the board, 
but also to factions or groups. In the meantime. Israel is 
known to have a crash military programme to develop this 
irinri of weapon. No doubt other Middle Eastern states 
would respond likewise, sooner rather than later, unless 
the problem is nipped in the bud in this part of the world. 

We have every hope that the Review Conference will 
not fail humanity at least in this area. Meanwhile the vigil 
against the use and manufacture of land mines must con- 
tinue unabated until we attain our ultimate objective. 


of law. 

Admittedly there are many countries with fledg- 
ling democracies which apply more restrictive 
rules on the exercise of fre^om of the press for 
fear that false or secret information, especially on 
matters that affect or relate to national security 
and stability, could undermine their systems. In 
this context it is understandable that the priorities 
of states, which are continuously threatened by 
external or internal forces, are quite different 
from those which are more endowed with stability 
and security. Likewise there might be a certain 
need to curtaQ news reports, which can inflame 
public opinion with malice or distort basic policies 
with a deliberate intent to cause harm to the coun- 
try. Members of the mass media In such countries 
-carry a heavier burden than their counterparts 
and colleagues in other nations because tbey must, 
always be care^f, even conservative, io handling 
what migfattie considered ^sensitive” news. Under 
such circumstances tbe onus of proof of innocence 
tends to rest with journalists themselves, patting 
them, in the process, in a disadvantageous posi- 
tion. 

In some countries, including ours, the public 
prosecutor may be vested with the right to detain 
a journalist if there is a prime fheie case against 
him or her for publishing reports that are mali- 
cious, grossly wrong or hamiful to state security 
and stability. Under Jordanian law, for example, 
such violations are deemed serious crimes that 
warrant tbe most severe treatment This right 
however, can still be exercised with discretion with 
each situation examined on its own merits. When 
there is no risk that the accused would try to 
escape trial or abuse his freedom to move around, 
detenticHi can and should be avoided. When in 
doubt bail may be posted by the accused especial- 
ly when there are snfBdent safeguards and rea- 
sonable grounds to believe that be would not jump 
his bail. 

Jordan, in any case, also has to reckon with its 
international treaty obligations and see where our 
current laws and practices may run counter to 
them. It is always prudent to donble check with 
our legal experts on how we may interpret our leg- 
islation without running the risk of contravening 
treaties to which we are party. This is where the 
discretion of our judicial authorities can and must 
be exercised in a manner consistent with our 
international obligations. 

We are naturally against detaining members of 
the media for vioiating articles of the press and 
publications and other laws unless a court of law 
has examined the complaint against them and 
made a determination on their guilt. It is true that 
journalists are not above the law, nor should they 
be treated as a class different from others, nor 
must they be regarded as a distinguished group. 
But let us remember that in a country aspiring to 
be democratic a violation of the laws and freedoms 
of tbe press is not considered among the most seri- 
ous criminal violations that would warrant deten- 
tion without baU. Secondly, normative p unishmen t 
under the various human rights treaties for those 
who violate legislations on freedom of the press is 
mainly monetary which the ccmvicted person 
would have to pay as a form of reparation. Third- 
ly, there is not a single country in need of making 
democracy a way of life for itself that can afford to 
incur the wrath of, or send the wrong signal to, 
democratic forces which are keen to see our expe- 
rience work. 

On the other hand, the journalists themselves 
have to abide by the law of the land, no matter how 
restrictive it is, and be governed by the ethics of 
the profession. Irreparable damage can ensue at 
times, to both tbe journalists themselves and the 
people and the cause they are supposed to serve, 
v.hen the responsibility to be fair, accurate and 
objective is shirked by reporters and editors. 

Balance is essential, and we have to strive to 
achievp It But while it will take us some time to 
reach >.iat goal, we have to know that there is but 
one way to our destination. It is oxdy through 
'"'Ing democratic rules and respecting the law 
I that we can succeed — together. 


Why Russia opposes NATO expansion 


By G. H. Jansen 

ONE ELEMENT noticeably absent from Russia's cam- 
paign against the easpvard expansion of NATO is that 
Moscow has not, so far. given reasons for its opposition. 
But a reason given to Indian correspondents by a Russian 
official in 1961. soon after tbe Belgrade non-aligned sum- 
mit conference, may perhaps explain why at present Rus- 
sia, though firmly opposed to the external expansion of 
NATO, does not say why. 

The half-dozen Indian correspondents in Belgrade for the 
summit in September ‘*61 were very pleasanUy surprised 
when they were told that they were invited by the Soviet 
Union to accompany tlte Indian prime minister.’ Jawabarlal ' 
Nehni.^to.'Moscow forltalks b^wee^;NeJftttvaDd'So9Uz: 
Prinrier N^ia Krushchey. 

Is Moscow tbe visit became more interesting for the jour- 
nalists because the Russian officer accompanying the group 
was the press attaebiS at the Soviet embassy in New Delhi 
and already loiew some of tbe journalists. 

Tbe single most enjoyable item on the usual dull official 
programme of speeches and visits to Soviet show-pieces 
was a performance at the Bolshoi theatre of tbe well-known 
ballet “Romeo and Juliet” and not, this time, danced to the 
all-too-well known music of Tchaikovsky, but to a newer 
composition by the Russian composer Rrokovief. And a 
splendid perfonnance it was during which the prime minis- 
ter, thou^ a well known lover of Western classical music, 
seemed notably silent and withdrawn. 

After we returned from tbe Bolshoi performance to the 
Sovietskya Hotel, we journalists and tbe Russian officer 
settled down to discuss tbe state of tbe world over tbe 
inevitable bottle of vodka. There was one question that 
especially interested this journalist and a news agency col- 
league. Whether it was tbe lateness of tbe hour or tbe affect 
of tiie vodka, the officer “<^ned up” and spoke frankly. 
And so when we pestered him with this question, “Why is 
Russia, a Great Power, stronger than ever after its victory in 
World War n, so afraid of a wrecked and divided Gennany 
that it would do everything it could to stop Germany being 
put back on its feet by the West?” 

Tbe Russian said, “We don’t usually discuss this, but I 
will tell you why. Tte broad road we took this evening firom 
this hotel straight into Red Square and tiie Bolshoi, had 
huge holes in it at the end of the war. Not uniepaiied pot 


holes and not bomb craters, but shell holes made by Ger- 
man artiUeiy from tbe outsldrts of the city. That was proof 
of how far the Germans reached. And that German army 
came here all tbe way from tbe Rhine (a pardonable exag- 
geration — tbe Elbe would have been more accurate) and 
tbe German soldiers fought their way here, all tbe way 
across Poland and more than half of European Russia. And 
it took a Russian winter and, of course, tbe Red Army to 
stop them just in time. 

“The Germans are a leiriNe and a formidable people. 
They can never be trusted and so must be kept weak by 
being divided and disarmed.” 

those minatory words now that Germany is reunit- 
' eti andreanned and Is tialf-in and half-Outof NATO ^ the 
\Rns9iaa<nighiniare'ttas<eoD3etrue • • • ■ ■ 

.. I ^ Germany is by far the strongest state in the Western Euro- 
pean Union and NATO (except for tbe U.S.), so for a 
suspicious, nationalist Russia, no longer a really great 
power. is quite simply Gennany. 

Thus, the seemingly innocent eastwards expansion of 
NATO and the attempts by the former Soviet satellites and 


‘For a suspicious 
nationalist Russia, no 
longer a great power, 
NATO is quite simply 
Germany’ 

republics, especially Poland and tbe three Baltic stales and 
even Belarus, to connect up with NATO are, for Russians, 
all preludes to a possible repetition of N^leon and Hitler 
knoddng on tbe doors of Moscow. 

Tbe wmds of the Russian officer were an impressive pre- 
sentation of the Russian positioa They made sense and 
they still do. The Western advocates of NATO’s eastward 
expansion, which the Russians ^ve most recently called “a 
ch^enge,” will have to overcome a deepse^ed Russian 



con^lex with roots dating back almost two centuries, to 
1810. 

It was only many years later that we discovered why on 
that September evening in 1961 Nehru hihl seemed so with- 
drawn from the performance at tbe Bolshoi. He had gone to 
Moscow on his own initiative, not on a Russian invitatioo, 
' later extended pro forma, to talk to Krushchev and ask Him, 
since Russia was an ally of China in the Moscow-Beijing 
axis, to urge restraint on the Chinese who were pushing 
south against tbe Sino-In<tian frontier. 

And that day Krushchev had told the Indian prime minis- 
ter that (he Moscow-Beijing aids was no more, because the 
Russian and ChiiKSe conununist parties had fundamental, 
ideological differences. The Chinese had told tbe Russians, 
who were by then anti-Stalinist, that they, tbe Chinese, 
would continue along tbe Stalinist path, which they still do. 

Therefore, Moscow bad no restraining influence on Bei- 
jing and India and China were on their own in an eye-ball 
to ^re-ball confrontation. 

A^ng other things this meant that Nehru had to drop lus 
sentunental “India-China iKOthers” policy which, unfortu- 
nately, he did not do quickly enough and the two countries 
soon went to war. 

,lf the Russians keep silent on why they do not want a 
German-dominated NATO on their western borders it is 
because they can hardly admit that their policy today is 
moved by old, atavistic fears, which are no longer realistic. 



Where is the comradery 

Tb the Editor: 

AS A FORMER journalist, my (tispleasuie with a sys- 
tem that allows tbe detention of a journalist for his writ- 
ings before a trial declares him goUty is only superseded 
by my displeasure with a journalistic community that 
allows one of its own to be j^ed witiiout sounding a peqi 
of protest. 

^fliy are Jordanian journalists so preoccupied with argu- 
ing whether Amman’s AI-Hayat emrespoodent, Mr. 
Salameh Nemaa. was right or wnmg in pubU^ng his 
article on a government investigation of alleged bribe-tak- 
ing by Jordanian journalists and officials? That is a matter 
for tbe courts to decide. What they should be voicing 
instead is opposition to this detention of their colle^ue. 

I find it embarrassing that international oiganisations 
such as the Paris-based Reporters Without Frontiers are 
questioning the human rights and press freedom implica- 
tions of Mr. Neman's detention, w^e his own colleagues, 
who surely have much more at stake, are either g»ggtnng 
him iu tbe local press or, at b^ keying silent on the 
issue. 

Jordanian journalists often conqilain about tbe restric- 
tive nature of tbe 1993 Press and Publication Law. But 
why do these people expect the government to protect and 
expand their rights when they ttemseives are coo timid to 
talte a stand and rally around a colleague whose situation 
they may vety likely face one day? 

Readers may wonder why 1 am writing this letter anony- 
mously. It is not due to fear of voicing a seemin^y unpop- 
ular opinion, bur rather because my present employment 
does not allow me tbe fi^eedom to express personal opin- 
ions in the press. Still, my frustration at the sad state of 
journalism in Jordan is such that 1 find writing an 
unsigned letter sU^tly better than not writii^ one at all. 

Name withheld upon request 


The press we want 

To die Editiv: 

^ a. mcemed Jordanian, I was interested to see that a 
jonmalist for a London-bas^ Arabic newspaper had been 
arrested and jailed pending trial in connection with an 
allegedly defamatory article he had written. I am not going 
to discu ss tilts partic^ar case as it is now before the courts, 
nor shall I re^at the allegations made in tbe article in 
•que^M because I do not want to give them further 
publicity. Nevertheless there is a mudi wider, general 
at stake which needs to be urgently debated in Jordan if we 
are to successfully fulfill tiie high aims for our country set 
by Majesty King Hussein. 

It is my film belief that the Press and Publications Law 
allows tbe state prosecutor to put on trial any journalist for 
what he or she may have written, in a manner t^t 
contradicts all international norms of respect for freedom 
of the press. In a democracy it is the role and responsibility 
of the press to challenge felseboods and seek out tiie truth. 
Such battles should be fought through public debate not 
through law courts. Of course any time an individual is 
falsely accused of something, he or she has the right to 
bring a libel action against the perpetrator and seek 
damages. But do we really need the prosecutor to bring a 
court case on behalf of the entire country? By doing so, 
doesn't he simply attract attention and importance to the 
very allegations that are to be challenged? Surely it makes 
more sense to allow the press to do its job and debunk any 
ciaims that insult tbe intelligence ^ honour of the 
country. Ultimately we must have faith that ordinary 
Jordanians are perfectly capable of judging the issues 
before them. Yet they are h^pered from using that 
judgement if tbe press is constrained by regulations and 
controls that put journalists in fear of imprisonment merely 
for doing their jobs. People cannot exercise., responsible 
choices, as democracy re^'res them to do, if they are not 
exposed to a lively and honest political debate. In other 
words-tiiere amply can be no democracy without a free and 
virouFous press. 

if the standards of our Press and Publications Law were 


men nan or mat country’s population might be 
paymg fines or serving prison sentences and world-class 
TOWspapers sudi as The Times. Tbe Guardian or The 
^nofiiisr would have long ago closed down or simply 
became colourlem vehicles for petty gossip and marriage 
annoimnments. Is that the kind of country we want Joidw 
to be? Is that the kiiid of press we want to have? 

lam sure that many journalists and politidans have been 
offend^ by aUegations made against them in the past. But 
ira t It their job to use their respected position in society to 
debate and question all issues that affect them and soaetv 
at larM? I d^bt feat there are many professional 
journalists in Jordan who feel they need the state to protect 
them ^nst every foreign writer with an axe to grind, but 
If any journalist is mcapable of defending him or herself on 
® newspaper then perhaps he or she should 
seek a different vocation. Fuially, I think it is clear for all to 
see that continued over-involvement of the state in 
reflating the pi^ is delaying the process of democratisa- 

52? ^ Miicsty King Hussein. The mere 

possibility of prosecution has surely dissuaded many from 
openly expressing their views on even some rather in- 
nocuous subjects. 

Majesty King Hu^in’s endeavours have lifted our 
coun^ to a position of intemational respea far out- 
size and resources, it is our dui^ therefore, 
of a responsible 

cons^ctive and eowl political debate without having to 
look over our shoulders. Restraints on the freedom of the 
^ Jordan's image in the world. They 

nsk ^ng a shadow over His Majesty's great achiev^ 
ments on the national the world stage. Ifwe allow that 
to happen then we will all be worse off. It is time to 
rMxa^ie Press and Furcations Law‘in the name of 

the farsighted vision of Jordan set 
out by His Majesty King Hussein. 


All Ah nnimah 
1030 N. Winebester Avenue, 2RB 
Chicago, EL 60622 
USA- 
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B; James Fenton 

IT IS 0^ when you think 
about it, that while the 
Labour Party is in better 
sh^ than ever, and while 
everything seems to bode 
well for its prospects in the 
next elecdoQ, there is still no 
decent broad-based maga- 
zine for people <m the left to 
read. It s not, after all, a 
question of money. In the 
general scale of tbizigs. a 
weekly political magazine 
should not be that hard 
either to found or to keep 
going. 

One is not envisa^g that 
elosive beast, the daily paper 
which would have to the 
Labour Parpr the same inti- 
mate relationship as the 
Telegraph has to the Tories. 
One is talking about a politi- 
cal and colti^ weekly that 
would have to new Labour 
the same relationship as .... 
as the New Statesman had to 
\ old Labour. In fact, one is 
talldag about the New 
Statesman. 

Recently there was a deal 
of talk in the press about an 
attempt by Tony Blair's 
kitchra cabinet to get con- 
ffol of the moribu^ New 
Statesman, kick ont its editor 
and replace him wi± a Blair- 
contzoUed stooge- Chief col- 
prit in this story was a PR 


‘Statesman’ staggers from crisis to crisis 

While political magazines of the right thrive, 
why is the voice of the left so often in turmoil? 


man called Brian Basham, 
who was said to be in the 
Blair loq). But Mr. Basham 
tells me this is complete 
nonsense. He has only met 
Mr Blair once in his life- 
time, and while he dews 
inde^ know several Labour 
figures (the Kinnocks, for 
instance) he is no way linked 
to any Blairite ploL 
I also phoned the effective 
owner of the New States- 
man, I^iilip Jeffrey, and 
asked him whether he 
thongbt Mr. Basham was a 
Blairite Trojan hose, intent 
on ensuring a loyal, stooge- 
like magazine. Mn Jeftey 
said, in tbe course of a quite 
long conversation, that he 
thought Mr. Blair bad no 
interest in the New States- 
man at all; be said that be 
would like to improve the 
Statesman to such an extent 
that Mr. Blair would sit up 
and take notice of it He also 


Calls for parliament reforms 


(Continiied from page 12) 


cabinet member and not on 
the cabinet as a whole. 

Jan Westenbroek, deputy 
secretary general of the 
group of the European Peo- 
ples Party at the European 
Parliament, said democracy 
was essential for stability and 
security for the country and 
its neighbours as well. 

“King Hussein is delegat- 
ing part of his responsibilities 
and it is a question of rime 
and will on both sides for 
democracy to flourish,” he 
said.. 


“Parliament has to show it 
is responsible and gradually, 
Jordan will rise to the level of 
European countries.” he 
added. 

Discussions continue today 
with a special emphasis on 
the prospects of developing 
the Jordanian Pailiament's 
performance. The there-day 
seminar was organised by the 
Konrad Adenauer Founda- 
tion in cooperation with Ai 
Urdan AI Jadid Research 
Centre. 


Right media approach urged 


(Continned from page 12) 


500 personalities and 900 pri- 
vate sector participants are 
expe^ejd to a^nd..the meetr. 
ings,"wjl]|l.(^ will.be covered^, 
ap^bxifnalely ^00 jouni^ 
ists. 

At least 250 to 300 Jorda- 
nian delegates will take part 
in the conference, which will 
focus attention on the econo- 
mic climate and investments 
in local and regional 
schemes, he said. 

Urging the media to work 
in unison with the official 
information services to relay 


a bright im^ . .?bput r^bp, . 
Kingdom. Mr.:Ab'ur.Ra|heLb 
/saidiiJiat tbesdSfiioistiy..of'fo^ 
fbrBaation.had.ci^ed Gkmain 
press office at the Sports Qty 
complete with all rrieans of 
communication to extend full 
coverage of the event directly 
from the centre. 

He said that at least 400 
foreign journalists will cover 
the conferences during which 
press conferences and brief- 
ings will be held to keep the 
media posted about develop- 
ments in the gathering. 


European giants expected 


(CoDthmed frmn page 12) 


Superhighway and tele- 
communications and tour- 
ism. 

“More crucial than what 
will be said during the offi- 
cial sessions will be what 
happens away from the 
spotlights, the exchange of 
business cards and the 
chats in the lobbies of the 
hotels” Mrs. Ashqar said. 

“Though business is not 
something one can make 
‘on the spot,' but some- 
thing that takes a long pro- 
cess, the interest of the 
French Businessmen Asso- 
ciation and of European 
companies in the Amman 
^ summit is genuine,” Mr. 
Ponsot said. 

‘‘More than investors 
and finance, we think the 
■Jordanian private sector is 
looking for ‘technical part- 
ners,' someone to have the 
technology and the know- 
how,” Ms. Ashqar said. 

Romualdo Bettini, the 
Italian, ambassador to Jor- 
dan told the Jordan Times: 
‘'The major achievement of 
the Amman forum is 
already under everybody's 
^es: It is the great mobi- 
lisation of the Jordanian 
induces, the associations, 
the government. Parlia- 
ment and the internal and 
foreign public opinion in 
the past months.” 

Mr. Bettini added that 
the new Investment Law. 
which stipulates equal 
treatment for foreign and 


domestic investments, and 
the efforts exerted by Par- 
liament and the govern-' 
ment to open the economy 
to trade are going to give 
Jordan “the economic de- 
velopment that is essential 
to support peace.” 

Dr. Touqan also pointed 
that the new Investment 
L^w and Jordan’s applica- 
tion for membership in the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) were necessary 
steps ahead of the MENA 
summit. 

Reflecting the climate of 
great expectations in Italy 
of the summit on a politic- 
al, economic and public 
opinion level, will ^ the 
Italian government delega- 
tion which will be headed 
by Susanna Agnelli, minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, and 
sister of Giovanni Angelli. 
president of Ferrari, Fiat 
and Lancia. 

The official EU delega- 
tion to the MENA econo- 
mic summit will be headed 
by Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, accompa- 
nied by his Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Cavier 
Solana. The EU is also a 
membef of the summit's 
steering committee, 
together with the “four 
core" parties (Egypt. 
Israel, Jordan and Pales- 
tine). and Japian, Morocco. 
Russia. Tunisia and the 
U.S. 


Bosnia ceasefire still on track 


(Continued from page 1) 



whether' Mr. Perry had sub- 
y mined any new plans on Rus- 
sian troops joining the foree. 

“Yes, they introduced 
ilhem).*' Mr. Grachev re- 
plied as he sat for a second 
^ion of talks. “It's going to 
be a tough task.” 

NATO is planning to pour 
up to 60,000 troops into Bas- 
nia once an accord is signed. 


The United States is expected 
to provide the backbone of 
the force. 

Both Russia and NATO 
want Moscow to send troops 
as well. But Russia will not 
place its soldiers under' 
NATO command and West- 
ern powers say they will not 
accept any "dual key” com- 
mand that would dilute 
NATO's military control. 


said that if Mr. Blair had 
wanted a Trojan horse on the 
New Statesman, then the 
obvious candidate would be 
himself, Mr Jeffrey- (a ioyai 
member of Ami^ham 
Labour Party), but he bad 
had no ^iproacbes of any 
kmd from the Blair camp, fo 
fact, he bad had precious lit- 
tle cODoecUoo at all with the 
magazme either. 

So this idea that Steve 
Piatt, the magaziiie's e^tor, 
was being fozeed to resign as 
of a general attempt to 
stifle tq)poritioD to new 
Labour appears to emanate 
from Mk Piatt’s circle. It 
appears to be a spin — a 
genuine example of a spin 
— from spin doctors as yet 
unidentifi^. 

hfr. Platt was indeed being 
asked to resign bad in fact 
agreed to resign, and the 
^aoce committee of the 
magazine met last Tuesday 


to draft a press release to say 
that be had resign^ The 
reason for this resignation 
was thitf a refinancing 
scheme- was being devel- 
oped and that if the maga- 
zine was to be refinanced the 
new investors would expect 
there to be a new editor. 
They would e3q>ect someone 
who, the phrase goes, was 
betta box office. 

Yesterday, there was to 
have been a press confer- 
ence at ^ghton, announc- 
ing the new deal for the poor 
old Stivers and Naggers, 
ingtftftri Mr. Platt, having 
been persuaded, or having 
persuaded himself, that he 
was being bounded by 
unsavoury danents from 
Islington, decided not to 
resign. Ml Jeffrey learnt 
that the staff was about to 
pass a vote of no confidence 
in the board and decided to 
demand the xesignation of 


the entire board. Christopher 
Ihice, the cbdiman, 
resigned, but Mr. Basham 
has yet to do so. The other 
members have apparently 
refused to go. But, of course, 
the refinancing d^ appears 
for the moment to be fin- 
ished. 

1 s^ ”for the moment” 
because Mr. Jeffrey, who, as 
1 rqx>rted above, was sweet- 
ness itself to me and in all 
his references to Ml Blair, 
gave tins papei*s correspon- 
dent a rather different 
inqnesrioQ last Friday say- 
ing: **What has ha^>en^ 
today is not good news for 
Tony Blair.” Apparently Ml 
J eftey is subject to mood- 
swings. I got his sweetest 
side. He pdd tribute to ^ 
enormous effort and sacri- 
fices made by the b<»td 
members whom he bad just 
instructed to resign. 

The situation, as far as I 


can see, is that Mr. Jeffrey, 
as is ins right, has appoint^ 
himself chahman of the 
board, and brought in the 
accountant Peter Jones to 
look at die books and to 
decide whether or not to 
close the magazine down. 
Mr. Jones has actually been 
lookiiig at these books, to 
the best of my knowledge, of 
the past two decades. Per- 
haps be will come up with 
something Ais time. I^ihaps 
noL Meanwhile, be has the 
defiantly unresigDed former 
membera of the board to 
deal wiA. 

The boards of Ae New 
Statesman have a not very 
happy history. In 1978, 
wh^ I was one of tbe canA- 
dates for eAtoiship, the 
paper owned its building in 
Lincoln’s Irm Fields, bad 
money in Ae bank and 
made, as a company, an 
(^lerating profit All the can- 


Adates who made proposals 
within Ae fairly cautious old 
parameters were turned 
down m favour of an expan- 
sionist scheme intended to 
turn tbe Statesman into a 
news magazine on Ae lines 
of, say, Der Spiegel. Tbe 
scheme was batty, went off 
at half-cock and the coital 
was soon used up. 

In 1990 Ae magazine 
faced bankruptcy but was 
saved in part by Ae mvest- 
ments m^ by two staff 
members. In one week, in 
January 1992, Ae prime 
mini ster and his caterer sued 
Ae ma gazine and its distrib- 
utors for libel, Ae Astribu- 
tots settled Aeir side and 
under the terms of Aeir con- 
tract passed on to Ae maga- 
zine the bill for 250,000 ster- 
ling pounds about which it 
coAd do nothing. ( The 
magazine's own part in the 
legA action was seAed on 


much more modest terms.) 

When it started going 
under again in 1993, there 
was interest from the quarter 
of one Derek Coombs, a for- 
mer Tory MP, who is now 
Ae biggest single sharehold- 
er in lYospect, the new polit- 
ical magazine Aat waS 
launched last week. Tbe 
board split between support- 
ers of Mr. Coombs, who 
seemed OK except for hav- 
ing a Tory, and Mr. Jeffrey, 
who was eccentric but was 
at least Labour. Mr. Jeffrey 
was chosen by one vote, and 
has since (wiA his wife) put 
Ae best part of 600,0(X> 
pounds mto the company. 
He owns 49 per cent, Mr. 
Platt owns 1.5 per cenL 
Hence Ae block vote. 

If Mr Jeffrey intends to 
put tbe paper in Ae bands of 
Ae receivers, he may well 
thereby end up delivering it 
mto the ban^ of his old 
rivA for ownership, Mr. 
Coombs. If Mr. Platt digs in, 
in Ae name of resistance 
against Stalino-Blmrite sti- 
fling of free speech, he may 
find his position overrun by 
an old Tory. CoAd someone 
make either of Aese fine 
inAviduAs see sense? 

The above article is 
reprinted from The Indepen- 
dent 


The revolution begins, at last 


The following leader is reprinted from Sept. 
30 issue of the Economist. 


ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL would be 
amazed. IBs liAe invention of 1876 has 
already changeri beyond all imagining the 
sociA and econormc lives of Aose who use 
iL Tbe tAephone has brought compamon- 
sAp, exnployment and mfoimatioa to mil- 
lions. It is DOW poised to do far more. Over 
tbe next few years, Ae price of making a 
long-Astance or intemationA call m and 
between some countries will fall to the point 
where it costs liAe more to telephone from 
Hollywood to Glasgow Aan to nearby Bev- 
etl^ Hills. At Ae same time, telephone, com- 
panies will begin to switch t^ ba^ of 
charing Aeir customecs from the lengA .of 
tinteifor wUch-'Aey inB& to^ flat subjpip-* 
tion. Within a decade or two^ most orAnaiy* 
tAephone" ' conventions will cost ■ noAhig ' 
extra, whaiever'ibeir duration or distaace. As 
a lesAt, one of tbe most important limits 
imposed by geogrt^hy on human activities 
wiU eventually vanish. 

Tbe demise of distance as Ae key to tbe 
cost of commuAcating may well prove the 
most significant econormc force shaping the 
next hAf centiny. This has been preActed 
before; Ae difference now is that it is acA- 
ally starting to bappeiL Revolutionary as Ae 
change m {memg be, its iiiQ>act will be 
magged by two other earA-moving 
ch^ges. One is a huge increase in the edac- 
ity and Ae portAnlity of the tAephone. New 
investments, by tAephone and cA>le compa- 
nies, are Aready expanding bandwidA — 
Ae capacity to transmit i^mmation. You 
want to i^y video games wiA your fidend 


across tbe conntty? You want to wganise a 
press conference to allow journalists a conti- 
nent away to question tbe ebainnan of 
AT&T? Hiose possibilities exist for the few. 
Soon, Aey and Aousands of other mgemous 
coQcq>ts will be here f^ tbe many. Tele- 
phtmes have Aso acquired anoAer, even 
mote useful characteristic: mobility. The 
machiite Aat sits on a table in the ball and 
tings just as you get into the shower is being 
ovutAten by a ubiquitously portable gadget 
that can Aways reach its owner at one num- 
ber, anywhere. 

lite second earth-mover will be Ae wiring 
of the world. Today, 5.6 billion people make 
do wiA a mere 600m telephones. In Ae 
devAqping wcrld, telephone “density” is a 
mere one-tenA that of Ae rich world. But 
. developing countries are forgiog ahead wiA 
tfdvatiSaticMt: Mqre.tbap a dozen have, done 
cou{rie-of years; wiA- more 
phuined m Ghana and Guinea, Panama and 
Poland, and oAer yet more disparate coun- 
tries. Some arc allowing celtular-tAepbone 
operators to step m to ^ Ae g^s in Aeir 
markets that fixed-wire networks cannot 
plug fast enouj^. China Aone has h<q>es of 
adding tbe eqmvakait of an entire Baby 
BdQ’s worA of lines each year. 

For the tAephone operators, fearful of 
acAl^»seindtecostofinteniatio^ calls — 
their most (msfilable business — the 
prospect of new markets is a relief. Bnt for 
their customers, tbe fiitnie is joyously mqxe- 
Aciable. New technAo^es go throng many 
refinements before thdr potentiA is fully 
e]q>lmted. Tbe tele|A(»e is hardly new, but 
the novAty lies in tbe effect su^ costless 
communication has on two other common- 
place machines. As the transmissimi in^- 


matiOD is mcreasingly Agitised, tbe bound- 
aries between tbe teh^bone, the television 
and the computer are blurring. Put the three 
together and all sons of uo^edictable new 
pixels and services start to evolve fix>m tbe 
fim of television, the brain and memory of 
Ae computer, and tte two-or-more-way 
h uman contact of the telq)hone. 

Still tiyii^ to connect you 

How fast tiiis new wmid arrives will 
d^nd on governments. Some seem deter- 
mined to fi^t against opening their markets 
to forAgn investment a^ allowing interna- 
tional telephone services to become as trad- 
able as tdephemes titemselves. While they 
struggle against inevitable, other coun- 
tries will beuefiL-Tbe key change, in the 
words of AI Gcae^ America's vice^-p^dent, 
..will be tim-^*Tiine -zmtes, not cost. 'will' 
become tbe biggest barrio to keeping in 
touch." It win become possible to site any 
screen-based activity anywhere; and to tap 
mto all sorts of infoimatitMi and advice — 
from crop prices to university courses to 
medicA help — from anywhere in tbe wmJd 

As a lesAt, decisions about location will be 
transformed and legionA policy will at last 
become meaningf^ Many services will 
become mtero^onally tradable — and 
indeed easier to ship from one country to 
awnber than goods are today. Countries 
Aousands of naiUes apart will be able to offer 
services, fi^om providing an insurance quote 
to momtoring a security camera, that have up 
to now requued jxoximity. 

The fiirtter a country or a town is from the 
main centres of eccaomic activity, the noore 
it will gAn as a resulL In devAoimig coun- 


tries, teleiAone tariffs are currently highest 
and mteroationA charges most outrageously 
adrift from costs. They, and Ae poorest, most 
distant regions of Ae rich countries, will gain 
most of AI when this changes. They wiJi be 
able to keq) skilled and educated worirers, 
who might otherwise have migrated to where 
Ae jobs pAd best. But some rich-world 
white-collar workers, who up to now have 
Aought themselves insulated from Ae com- 
petitive pressures Aat have affected manu- 
facturing, will find their jobs and wages at 
risk. 

Proximity will still have some vAue: Hol- 
lywood’s breakfasting and Ae City of Lon- 
don's lunching will never be replicated over 
a wire. But cities, which have so dominated 
development for Ae past two centuries, will 
lose some of their clout: no longer will it 
necessarily be the case, as it is now, that their 
IHodactivity (and iber^ote their wealth) is 
vastly g^ter than that of the surreun^g 
counnyside. In poor coumries. whose cities 
threaten to be the behemoths of the next cen- 
tury, telecommunications will make it possi- 
ble to provide in tutA areas many of Ae ser- 
vices and jobs, and much of Ae access to 
informaticn and entertainmeai, which have 
up to DOW been available mily by moving to 
the bright lights. 

For governments and big conq>anies, tbe 
telecoms revolution wiU be unsettling, 
because it will put mc»e power into tte 
homes and on to tbe desks of ordinary, peo- 
ple. Voters and customers alike wUi fi^ it 
easier to make conq)arisons, acquire infor- 
mation, by-pass gatAteq)ers, cross borders. 
The telephone is a seditious little instrument; 
but it will create a better-informed, more 
prosperous life for millioos of pec^le. 



Palestinians to launch first Islamic bank 


;ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
• Palestinian investois, buoyed 
I by a landmark peace deal 
; with Israel, are to launch 
; their first Islamic bank aft^ 
! raising more than half of its 
; pmd-up capital, its foundeis 
; said on Sunday. 

The Palestinian Islamic 
I Bank (PIB), based in Gaza 
; City, has a paid-up capital of 
SIO million and around S5.5 
million have been secured, 
said Khaled AI Husari, chair- 
man of the Palestinian Isla- 
mic Investment Company in 
Gaza, one of the key shar^ 
holders in the new bank. 

“The main shareholders 
will contribute around S7 mil- 
lion while the rest be 
raised through public sub- 
scriptions," he told AI7 dur- 
ing a visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to seek in- 


vestors for the bank. 

^^Subscriptions will close 
on Oct. 15 and we expect the 
cajjital to be either fully Mb- 
scribed or over-subscmbed. 
There is a strong demand by 
Palestinians and investors 
from the Golf and other Arab 
countries.*’ 

Hie bank would start oper- 
ating in January and widiin 
three years, it would open up 
to 10 branches in the Gaza 
Strip, the West Bank and 
Jordan. At a later stage, 
there conld be branches in 
other Arab countries,” Mr. 
Husari said. 

PIB is wholly owned by the 
private sector and has already 
^ approval by Yasser Ara- 
rat, who heads the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
which runs the autonomous 
areas under the self-rule 


agreement with Israel. 

Mr. Husari said th^ were 
seeking subscription from 
outside those areas because 
they wanted to expand the 
“Dublic investment base” of 
the project. 

“We want as many Palesd- 
man investors as po»ble. 
There are many Palestinians 
here seeking to invest their 
money,” he said “depending 
on its (^rations in future, 
we may increase the capital.” 

Mr. Husari said PIB, the 
first Islamic bank in Palesti- 
nian histoiy, would invest in 
three main sectors — indns- 
try, agriculture and housing, 
vt^ch he expected to m 
among the f^est growing 
sectors in the autonomous 
areas. 

He said he expected strong 


demand for the bank's ser- 
vices as it would be the only 
Islamic institution in the 
autonomous areas. The b ank 
would operate according to 
Islamic rules, which prohibit 
interest as usury and allow 
banks instead to charge a 
percentage of the profits. 

“We expect the bank to be 
one of ^ main finandal 
institutions in the Palestinian 
areas. Its capital is relatively 
small but you should not 
judge a finsuidal institution 
from its capital,”, he said. 

'Tou have to take into 
condderation its investments, 
deposits by clients, contribu- 
tion to projects and com- 
panies and other fectors. Our 
studies have indicated that 
business will be in foil swing, 
given expectations of a steady 


economic upturn jafter the 
end of the Israeli occupa- 
tion," 

Palestinians signed an his- 
toric autonomy agreement 
for the Gaza Scrip and 
Jericho with Israel two years 
ago. They struck another 
deal 1^ month to extend 
self-rule in the West Bank. 

Palestinian leaders hope 
the accord will lead to the 
creation of their long-sought 
independent homeland. 

The United States and 
other potential creditors have 
promised to extend funds to 
raies tinians to enable them 
to repair the economy tirat 
has b^ wrecked by nearly 
18 years of Israeli occupa- 
tion. Palestinians say econo- 
mic revival is essenti^ for the 
success of the peace agree- 
ment. 


Kuwait deficit poses risks — Central Bank 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
Central Bank said on Sunday 
persistent state budget de- 
ficits could damage eco- 
nomy and should be tackled 
by boosting non-oS revenue. 

The bank’s annual report 
for 1994 said public spending 
growth in the Gulf oil- 
exporting state was outstrip- 
ping revenue growth and 
would lead to the erosion of 
offidal reserves. 

“'Itie persistence of • the 
general budget deficit bears 
many current and future risks 
for major aspects of the 
national economy,” it said. 


“As this deficit arises from 
the growth in public spendfog 
at ’ rates inconsistent with 
levels of public revenues and 
insensitive to their develop- 
ment, financing this deficit by 
withdrawals from public re- 
serves will adversely affect 
the volume of these reserves 
and the incomes generated by 
them.” 

Kuwait projects a deficit of 
1.32 billion dinars (S4.4 bil- 
lion) for the l99Sf96 fiscal 
year, equivalent to 18 per 
cent of national wealth as 
measured by gross domestic 
product. 


The deficit is to be covered 
from reserves, already halved 
by large withdrawals that 
funded a leap in state spend- 
ing after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Analysts say deficits soared 
when Kuwait paid its share of 
the war costs, repaired oil- 
fields and bought arms. 

Other economic woes in- 
clude low prices for Kuwait’s 
sin^e big export, oil, huge 
private sector bad debt 
equivalent to 90 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product, 
conunerdal losses caused by 
Iraqi occupation and a fall in 


Arabs set up first joint financial monitor 


ABU DHABI lAFP) — 
Arab states have created a 
joint institution that will give 
them greater access to the 
performance of their finan- 
dal bodies and ensure secur- 
ity for domestic investors, the 
organisation's sponsor said 
Sunday. 

The World Bank will help 
in the operation of the com- 
pany for the Evaluation and 
Classification of Credit Ade- 
quacy. the first of its kind in 
the Arab World, said the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund tAMF). 

AMF chairman. Jassim AI 
Manai. signed the agreement 
for -Ihe new venture in 
Washington, where he was 
attending join: meetings of 
■ the \VorId Bank' and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, 
it said in a statement sent to 
AFP. 

The contract was signed 
with the World Bank's Inter- 
national Finance Corporation 
and the company would be- 
gin operation before the end 
of the year. 

“The new company is part 
of the efforts to activiate 
stock markets in the Arab 
World and expand the inves- 


tors base." it said. 

“It will strengthen the offi- 
cial Arab auditing bodies like 
the central banks and the 
stock market managements 
in auditing and supervision of 
the activities of the financial 
institutions in the region. 
This will contribute lo^pro- 
tecting the rights of dealers 
and investors in the Arab 
markets." 

The statement gave no de- 
tails of the functions of the 
company or its headquaners 
but AMF sources said it 
could be based at the fund. 

The creation of the com- 
pany coincides with reforms 
In the Arab banking sector 
following ' guidelines W the 
Bank for International Sectle- 
meni (BIS) for banks worl- 
dwide to boost their capital 
adequacy to at least eight per 
cent to' ensure they have 
enough funds to face any 
financial crisis. 

BIS's Basle Committee, 
which groups the central 
banks of major industrial 
states, has classified Arab na- 
tions. except Saudi Arabia, 
as high-risk countries in lend- 
ing activity on the grounds 
that their adequacy is low. 


Saudi Arabia was excluded as 
it was the fifth biggest credi- 
tor to the World Bank. 

Several Arab scutes, main- 
ly those in the Guif. have 
reported progress in their re- 
forms. which include stronger 
control of banks and instroc- 
tions for them to raise their 
capital. Most of their banks 
have now exceeded the BIS 
level of adequacy, the ratio 
between shareholders equity 
and assets. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League’s main financial orga- 
nisation. said the new com- 
pany would help bridge the 
pp’in financial data given by 
banks and companies. 

“Such a process will in turn 
enable investors to map out 
their investment strategies, 
taking into consideration 
available alternatives on the 
basis of risks and return from 
investing in those alterna- 
tives." It said. 

The AMF. a regional IMF- 
siyle institution with a capital 
of JD 1.3 billion, has also 
been invovied in plans to 
develop regional stock mar- 
kets and encourage members 
without exchanges to open 
floors. 


THE Daily Crossword by Grace C. Pinkston 


ACROSS 
1 Egyptian VIP. 
once 

6 Rio de la — 

11 Chum 

14 Incomparable 

15 Western 

16 “ — Maria" 

17 Oxymoronic 
vine? 

1 9 “The — 
Divorcee" 

20 Shoe width 

21 Suffering 

22 Mare's — (hoax) 

23 Tendency 

24 Actress Holm 
27 The Bard's 

oxymoron 

30 School: abbr. 

31 Sea creature 

32 — Paulo 
35 Oxymoronic 

adage 

40 Have being 

41 Healing plant 

42 Orchestral 
instrument 

43 Oxymoronic 
crustacean 

47 Actor Telly 

50 Moored 

51 State strongly 

52 Poet Teasdale 

53 — de deux 

56 Obstacle 

57 Abbott-Costello 
oxymoron film 

61 — Tin Tin 

62 Consummate 

63 Author Loos 

64 Brew 

65 Vessels 

66 Lowest point 

DOWN 

1 Word by Tonto 

2 "I cannot tell — " 

3 Fawn over 

4 Insect 

5 Indian home: 
var. 

6 Fixes firmly 

7 Grass plot 

8 Devoured 

9 Pipe joint 
10 Garfunkel 
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Yest«xlay*s puzzle solved: 


11 Leaves 

12 Nautical word 

13 Philippine island 
1 8 Raise a ruckus 

22 Modem 

23 Eng. theologian 

24 Algonquian 

25 Notable times 

26 Take it easy' 

27 Emotional 
aftermath 

28 Ship's track 

29 Path prefix 

30 “I — Camera" 

32 Use a 
natatorium 

33 Unsymmetrical 

34 Olive — 

36 Lug 

37 — mater 

38 Displays 
emotion 

39 Roman poet 

43 Cookie holder 

44 Plays for time 

45 Retain 

46 U.S. president 
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47 Israeli 

48 Be of use 

49 Nemo's creator 

52 Law: abbr. 

53 Cleared up a 
debt 


54 Against 

55 Asterisk 

57 Ad — 

58 Altar words 

59 Souchong 

60 One — million 


population since the conflict. 

The Central Bank said the 
goveniment had made relent- 
less efforts to prepare the 
way for fondamental reforms 
that would address the 
stnictnral nature of the de- 
fidt. 

These moves would alllow 
for a reduction in the enor- 
mous role of the public sector 
in the economy and create 
favourable conditions for a 
more vibrant and active pri- 
vate sector. 

Hnandng the deficit by 
borrowing would only make 


things worse, the bank said, 
“laying a constant burden on 
public finance to service such 
obligations.” 

The bank said the defidt 
^lould be tackled through 
comprehensive measures m- 
cluding raising non-oil re- 
venue. Oil exports at present 
account for 90 per cent of 
state revenue. 

This conld be done by re- 
pridng government services 
such as electridty, water, 
communications and health 
care, or by increasing tax and 
customs revenue. 


Iran interested 
in Adriatic oil pipeline 


TEHRAN, (AP) — Iran has 
said it was interested in 
using ah Adriatic oil pipeline 
to transport Iranian oil to 
central and Eastern Europe, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

It quoted Trmisportation 
Minister Akbar Torkan as 
saying that the issue was dis- 
cussed in a meeting on econo- 
mic cooperation among Iran. 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Croatia that opened here 
Tuesday. 

Mr. *roTkan said that once 
agreement was reached on 
Iranian use of the pipeline. 


Tehran could supply crude oil 
to the Czech Republic, Au- 
stria, Hungary and Slovakia. 

The Iranians have been 
looking for a piped route to 
Europe for their oil for years, 
and the issue has been <tiscus- 
sed with a number of coun- 
tries. 

The radio said banking 
issues and the creation of 
joint companies to invest in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia 
and Iran also were among 
topics discussed at the meet- 
ing. •: 


6LASPEf56Bfl 



love you with all my heart and soul. 
But my inner child thinks that your 
Inner child is a big stinkface." 


Gulf states hopeful on customs union 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab customs chiefs began 
gathering on Saturday for 
fresh laiiU on unifying tariffs 
on foreign imports as officials 
said the long-sought customs 
union was now* in sight. 

The customs directors from 
the six-nation Golf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) will try 
to agree on the final list of 
products that would be either 
taxed or exempted under u 
jonil customs mechanism, 
which is essential for the 
establishment of the Middle 
East's first common market. 

“GCC state are now at the 
end of the road towards a 
customs union. We are hope- 
ful it will materialise next 
yeare." a GCC official told 
AFP from the group's head- 
quarters in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh. 

“With the unification of 
the tariffs, the establishment 
of the common Gulf market 
will not be a problem. It 
could come automatically." 

The official emirates news 
agency said the customs 
directors, who begin a four- 
day meeting in Riyadh on 
Sundav. would try to clu.ssifr 
.'12 items, the remaining list 


of more than I.!**!* pn'duci*« 
that would be taxed or ex- 
empted. 

They will present the Ijm to 
their finance and economy 
mini-sters. who will 
the end of this month to 
make final proposals for their 
heads of state at their annual 
summit talks in Oman next 
December. 

With the unification of 
tariffs on foreign impons. 
customs harriers among the 
six GCC states would auro- 
maticallv collapse as they 
have already lifted duties on 
thier ow'n products. 

But .barriers have existed 
because some members w-iih 
low tariffr were reexporting 
products to others with high 
tariffs, threatening measures 
to protect their Uk;i 1 indus- 
tries. 

GCC stastes — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates — have sought a 
customs unions since early 
19KUs. in line with their pact 
that calls for the creation of a 
common market. 

Several GCC delegations 
have \nsiled the European 


Union li »'> to hcnctil from 
its experience in facilitating 
rradc across ihc border. 

A CiCC customs union 
would help the 14-vcar-QW 
Gulf alliance in reaching u 
free trade agreement with the 
EU. which has been reluctant 
to sicn such a pact because of 
the wide gap m t,iriffs among 
member states. 

After wars of negotia- 
tions. CICC countries have 
reached initial agreement on 
a c«.'mproniise. setting tariffs 
at between eight and 111 per 
cent, midwax between the 
minimum four per cent duty 
in the LL-\E and Oman and 
taxes of more than 20 per 
cent in Saudi .Arabia and 
Bahrain. Bui some imported 
products would be exempted 
while others would be listed 
as special items. 

A aimmon Oulf market 
would give birth to the big-* 
eest oif bloc in history, with 
current production of around 
one fifth of the world’s total 
supplies and roserx'cs of 45 
per cent of the global crude 
reserx'os. Its 1*W4 trade suwd 
at around SI 20 billion and 
cross domestic product at 
S21U billion. 


Abu Dhabi to cut 1996 
spending to offset low oil prices 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
one of the biggest oil produc- 
ers in the world, is planning 
to pursue austerity measures 
it has introduced to offset 
weak crude prices. AI Bayan 
daily reported on Sunday. 

The Aba Dhabi finance 
department has asked gov- 
ernment institutions in the 
emirate to cut expenditure 
for 1996 although spending 
was also trimmed in the pre- 
vious fiscal year, the paper 
quoted department sources 
as saying. 

“All local departments 
have been asked to make real 
and tangible spending cuts in 
their 1^6 budget compared 


with their 1995 budget since 
the circumstances which have 
prompted such cuts are con- 
tinuing." it said, in a refer- 
ence to the decline in crude 
prices over the past decade. 

It said the departments had 
been told not to include any 
new jobs in next year's 
budget and make minimum 
allocations for new projects. 

The paper gave no figures 
for 1995 spending. Abu Dhabi 
and the other six emirates in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) do not publish their 
local budgets. 

But Abu Dhabi accounts 
for more than two thirds of 
the UAE’s annual expendi- 
ture given its large oil pro- 


THAT SC»UMBLED WORD GAME 
jo: by Hanri AmaM and MUhi ArgMon 


Unsoamble these four Jumbles, 
one letter’io each square, to foml 
fqur orOinaiy nrords. 
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Now arrange the cirded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above carloorL 


Ansurer; A “K T Y T” f T T T T T T T ' 


Yestefday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumUes: SLANT AGILE OFFSET MIDWAY 
Answer Whallhe bored seamstress thought of her 
• job— SEWrTGOES 


Peanuts 


MEY.jWARClE., LET'S 
eo 00 SOME SHOPPING 
FOR SCHOOL SUPPI^^ 

/l DIDTHAT^ 
1 A MONTH 1 
\A60, 

SURE, MARCIE..AND I 
SUPPOSE YOU ALREADY 
KNOUl UJHiCH COLLEGE 
YOU'RE 60IN6TO! 





and iVe enrolled 

MS' THREE KIDS 
IN PRE-5CH00L.' 



Andy Cap 



Mutfn’Jeff 


*^ KNpMt,-iwey 
aMCuSE PNEUlimM^ 



duction, estimated at around 
1.8 million barrels per day, 
nearly SO per cent of the 
emirates total output. 

In 1994, overall spending 
by the UAE stood at 54.4 
billion dirhams (S14.82 bil- 
lion) and revenues at 3S.5 
billion dirhams (SlO.49 bil- 
lion). creating a deficit of 
around S4.33 billion. 

Oil export earnings pro- 
vide more than SO per cent of 
the UAE's income and the 
decline in their prices has 
turned a large budget surplus 
into a defiat, slowed down 
the economy and slashed the 
trade surplus. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, OCTOBER 9, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
I • Astrdogica! Foundation . 

<UUE& (March 21 to April 

19) Get your abilities to the 
attention of bigwigs who can 
help you to profit greatly by 
them. Be consistent in car- 
tying through with tasks." 

TAURUS: (Ap^ 20 to May 

20) Put tiiose ideas to work 
which will make you frel you 
are progressing quietly but 
surety today. Put your intui- 
tion on any new project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) This is a go^ day to show 
your ingenuity at handling 
practical a^rs. Know what 
it is your mate desires the 
most and try to please. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Try to reach a 
better understanding today 
with one who is rather calcu- 
lating, so be more objective 
and less sensitive with close 
friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Be practical in organising 
your practical afraiis today 
and you will get fine results.' 
Show you are sensitive with 
follow associates. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make the 
appointments necessary to 
have the good time you de- 
sire tonight and tomorrow. 
Hnd a more practical way to 
push talents. 

lARA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Do whatever will 
increase the security you now 
enjoy at home. If you have 
any guests in, be certain they 
are the common ^nse kind. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Plan how to 
b^dle your routines more 
effiaently now and get more 
cooperation from partners 
and fellow associates on a 
new project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
^ to December 21) Use your 
finest judgement today when 
handling monetary and other 
pr^ical affairs and don’t 
take any risks with your repu- 
tation. ” 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Use every 
mMns_ at hand to gain your 
objectives today provide they 
are ethical. Being with per- 
sons you like is wise. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Stop ^11 that 
dayd^ming today and find 
pra«i^ ways to gain your 
ambmons and become for 

PISCES: (Februan 20 to 
20) You h^e a 
friend who can help you to 
gam some ambition very 
quickly, so accept. Be hapw 
and more sure of youi^f. ■ 

Birjstone of Onober: Opal : 
— lourmaline 
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U.S. jobless 
rate steady 
at 5.6% 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. unemployment rate 
held steady at 5.6 per cent in 
' September as 121.000 new 
jobs were created, fresh evi- 
dence the economy is re- 
bounding modestly from last 
spring's slump. 

"Iliis signals a slow, gra- 
dual bounce back from the 
very weak conditions of the 
.first half of the year." said 
Daryl Delano of Cahners 
Economics, a Newton, Mas- 
sachusetts. forecasting ser- 
vice. 

“The basic message is that 
the economy has rounded the 
comer and is back on the 
forward track.” agreed 
Robert G. Dederick, an eco-, 
nomic consultant with the' 
Northern Trust Co. in Chica- 
go. “We have had our sofr 
landing and we are now in a 
sedate recovery." 

The Labour Department 
said Friday the unemploy- 
ment rate remained at 5.6 per 
cent for a second straight 
month. After reaching 5.8 
per cent in April, the jobless 
rate has bounced between 5.6 
per cent and 5.7 per cent for 
the last five months. 

The report said that 
although job growth slowed 
from the 2^.000 pace in Au- 
gust. every sector except 
manufacturing and govern- 
ment shared in the expan- 
sion. 

The services industry 
added 106.000 jobs, retail 
payrolls grew by 48.000 and 
builders hired 16.000 new 
construction workers. 

There was little sign of 
price pressures in the report. 
It said averaK hourly earn- 
ings increased by four cents 
to $11.52 in September after 
failing two cents a month 
earlier. That meant average 
hourly earnings have risen 
just three per cent over the 
last year. 

Stock and bond prices fell 
when the markets opened as 
traders focused on the job 
growth figures, less than 
many analysts had expeaed. 
But they rallied by midday on 
repons of stronger-than- 
expected third-quarter eam- 
inp. 

Factories, which were par- 
ticularly crimped by earlier 
economic weakness. lost 

32.000 more jobs in Septem- 
ber., boosting ■ losses fibb 

200.000 since last March. Bin 
analysts noted that orders 
have picked up recently, 
which should pare inventor- 
ies and spur production and 
employment. 

"Manufacturers are now 
getting control over merchan- 
dise that has been piling up 
and I'd expect a resumption 
of manufacturing job growth 
in future months." Labour 
Secretary Robert B. Reich 
predicted. 

Government employment 
dropped by 30.000 after surg- 
ing by 71.000 in August. The 
Labour Department said the 
figures reflected the increas- 
ing trend for schools to open 
in August rather than 
September. 

Analysts said the employ- 
ment figures and other recent 
reports were consistent with 
economic growth of between 
two per cent and 2.5 per cent 
at an annual rate in the quar- 
ter that ended in September. 
The economy grew at an ane- 
mic 1.3 per cent rate from 
April through June. 

Since the economic 
appears to be bouncing back, 
many analysts believe the 
Federal Reserve will leave 
interest rates unchanged, af- 
*’> ter having cut them by a 
/ quarter-point in July to 
stimulate the economy. It 
wu the.ftrst decrease in near- 
ly three years. 

*i think the Fed can sit 
back in happy comfort that 
they have done an excellent 
job in fine-tuning the eco- 
nomy.” said economist 
Eugene Sherman of M.A. 
Schapiro and Co. in New 
York. •*They*ve got the eco- 
nomy where they want it." 

More than half the 
September job growth was in 
business services, with 
temporary- he Ip firms 
accounting for a big increase 
of 35,000 jobs. Retail em- 
ployment was boosted by the 
addition of 20.000 restaurant 
and bar jobs. 

Hiring in the health indus- 
try remained strong with a 
gain of 25,000. Employment 
at auto dealerships was up 
5,000. 

But with the end of the 
summer vacation season, the 
amusement and recreation 
industry lost 13,000 jobs. 
And clothing stores con- 
tinue to shed workers, re- 
X porting a particularly steep 
? li.000 decline. 

.^s the economy slowed 
from robust growth in 1994, 
employment growth has also 
^wed. Payroll jobs had 
wen rising by an average of 
W.OOO per 'month in the 
final quanec^of 1994. Bui in 
the just completed July- 
September quarter, the in- 
crease averaged just 13U.U00 
Per month. 


Bahrain plans 
to develop stock 
exchange 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain is 
studying a five-year plan to 
develop its stock exchange. 
Commerce Minister Ali 
Saleh Al Saleh said. 

Mr. Saleh, speaki^ on 
Bahrain Television on l^day 
night, gave no details of the 
plan but said it was aimed at 
developing the official bourse 
into a regional stock ex- 
change. 

Bahrain and Oman, two of 
the few Arab markets allow- 
ing foreign investors, signed 
an agreement earlier this year 
linking their bourses, allow- 
ing cross-listing of firms. 

The move was the first of 
its kind in the Middle East. 

Mr. Saleh said liquidity 
shortage after investors 
turned to real estate invest- 
ment and higher interest 
rates dn deposits with banks 
were to blame for the drop of 
share priced in Bahrain. 

Bahrain’s official share in- 
dex, continuing a decline in 
the past three weeks. lost 
7.37 points in the week en- 
ding on Thursday to 1.316.08 
points. 

But trading volume soared 
to more than 6.4 million 
shares worth 1.2 million di- 
nars ($3.2 million) from 3.7 
million shares worth 327,671 
dinars ($869,154) the pre- 
vious week. 


30,000 Boeing workers go on strike 


SEATTLE (AP) — Unions 
representing more than 
30,000 Boeing Co. 
production-lhie woKers in 
fiiree American states went 
on strike Friday at the 
world's No. 1 maker of jetlin- 
ers. 

The walkout began at mid- 
mgte after the Machinists 
Union voted 3-to-l to reject a 
contract offer that would 
have required them for the 
first time to pay health insnr- 
anoe pieuiiums . 

Workers set np picked 
lines at Boeing plants in 
Seattle area, wiefaha, Kan- 
sas, and Gresham, Oregon. 
No talks were schedule 

'’This is about the maddest 
Fve seen people in this un- 
ion, and I*ve been with 
Boeing nearly 30 years,” said 
Bin JMinsoa, president of 
hfechinists Di^ct Lodge 
751, with 23,500 Boeing 
workers. 

Boeing, the worid's laig^ 
manufecEuer of commercial 
jet aircraft and one of the 
nation's leading exporters, 
will try to maintain produc- 
tion with supervisors and 
workers who cross picket 
lines, smd ^kesman Paul 
Bind^. 

The machinists' strike is 
the second in six years, the 
shortest period of labour 
peace in Boeing's T^year his- 
tory. They wafeed out for 48 
da^ in 1989. 
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Weekly Financial Exchange Market Summary 
(October 2 - October 6, 1995) 

The U.S. unit ai^nedated noticeably against the yen last 
week, while depiraating marginally against die mark and 
stabSismg agamat sterling. It ended the week 0.40 per cent 
lower a^inst the mark and 0.82 per cent hi^ier r^iiist the 
yen. 

The dollar depreciated against European currencies 
Monday, while appredadng against the yen. Reports 
indicated that die dollar came under pressure as traders 
sold it to buy Deutschemarks and Sw& francs. Analysts 
indicated that despite of the selling pressures, most traders 
were reluctant to dose dieir long dollar positions ahead (k 
the G-7 meeting at the end of the week. Wrket sentiment 
towards the U.S. unit was mixed, as analysts were divided 
on whedier the G-7 meeting will result in a communiqud 
diat would prop up the dollar. 

The U.S. unit rose against other major emrendes 
Tuesday, as more traders tboo^t that the G-7 countries 
will stress the mportance. 6i a higher doUai. at the, 'end of 
the week. Meanwhilcrihe dollar lost gfeuiid-fgainst- t h e 
Canadian doliai on news that the Qoet^ refere^um win 
result in Qoebec re maining a part of Canada. 

The dollar continned its appredation against sterling 
Wednesday, but depredated a^inst the mark and the yen. 
The upcoming G-7 meeting continued to influence the 
market. Worries that the G-7 countries will overlook the 
dollar's recent decline mounted and caused many traders to 
dose dieir long dollar positiaos. These worries surface 
when a Japanese official said that the current exchange 
rates of the dollar are feiriy valued, and as such, any cent^ 
hanir intervention will not result in a higher dollar unless it 
was accominnied 1^ structural changes in the U.S. 
economy. 

The dollar continued its depreciation Thnxsday. It 
dedined on worries about the <^7 meeting. The selling 
pressure on the U.S. unit eased at the end of the week, 
however, as traders dosed there short doUar portions 
ahead of the G-7 meeting the following day. The dollar also 
rose on comments by U.S. Treas^ Secretary Robert 
Rntrin that a higher dollar is in the interest of the United 
States. Meamriiile, the U.S. labour department released 
September’s employment report showii^ a rise of 121,0(X} 
in non-farm payroUs, comi^ml to a rise of 2^,(XX) the 
previous mondi. UnCTployment Tcmained at S.6 per cent. 

The U.S. anh, thus ended the week at 1.4218 marks, 
1(X)J5 yen and at $1.5830 to sterling. 
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Production has fallen 
sharply as aircraft ordm 
dried up dnringfee recession 
of the eariy 1990s, Boeing's 
woridwide employment has 
dropped from a peak of 
165,'^ in 1989 to IQS^), 
with about 71,700 in 
Wadiingtott state. 

At tile Widnta plant, one 
striker’s sign said, "*export 
planes, not jobs” — a r^r- 
enoe to the company's use of 
outside contractors. 

The rejected contract ofter 
would have required em- 
ployee contributions to 

health mairanfle pr eminma , 
as well as higher deductibles 
and copayments. It also lack- 
ed proviaons sought by the 
nnion to limit outside con- 
tractu^. 

Boemg’s three-year con- 


tract offer included a lump- 
sum payment of Sjper cent of 
anniral pay in 19fo, a 3 
cent cam payment in 11 
and a 3 cent wage in- 
crease in 1997. The union 
wanted wage increases and 
himp-sum payments in ^ 
three years, but had not sp&- 
dfied amounts. 


Boeing said pay for pro- 
dnetion workers now aver- 
ages $20.37 an hour, and 
average $22.16 at the 
end of tile contract it has 
offered, counting cost-of- 
living increases. The aver^ 
worker also would receive 
more than $3,400 in lump- 
sum payments. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedroom apartment, deluxe furniture, 2 
bathrooms, modern k'ltchen, dining room, spacy 
salon, 2 terraces, over looking Amman, 
telephone, TV, video & satellite, central heating, 
no water problem. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, safe & quiet 
residential area, neeu* Al Khalidi Hospital. 

Call Tel.: 632755, 641345 from 9-11 am amd 3-9 pm 
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‘4,000 engineers to 
work in Malaysia’ 


T he Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) and a 
Malaysian delegation which visited Jordan 
recenty agreed to provide 4,000 Jordanian 
engineers with job opportunities in Malaysia, 
Director of the JEA’s Training and Employment 
Depanment Hisham Khreisat said. Mr. Khreisat said 
about 200 Jordanian engineers already work in 
Malaysia. He said his department started since last 
monfe contacting embassies of Arab Guf countries 
in Amman as well as foreign industrial and 
engineering firms to find jobs for unemployed 
engineers. He said after contacts with 7,000 firms, 
the association managed to find job opportunities to 
35 engineers. He said he hoped the number to 
increase as JEA's contacts continue. He noted that 
there are 1,275 engineers who applied to the 
department to find them jobs. Some 10,000 
Jordanian engineers registered with the JEA work 
abroad. According to Mr. Khreisat, the number of 
engineers registered with the association stands at 
34,600 and that unemployment among engineers 
currently stands at 3.5 per cent. (Al Aswaq) 

A feasibity study on digging a canal between the Red 
Sea and the Dead Sea will be completed within six 
months, informed sources said. The sources said the 
project will not produce results before 10-15 years. 
They added chat the study is financed by the Word 
Bank. The sources also told Al Aswaq Arabic daily 
that Jordan and Israel have agreed to build an 
international airport on the two countries' border, 
north of Aqaba, and to launch a railroad project 
linking the Red Sea with the Dead Sea. According to 
the sources, the airport will be built on the Jordanian 
side of the border and is expected to serv'e between 
1.5 and 3 million passengers annually. Passengers 
using the airport will have the choice to either cross 
into Israel or Jordan once arriving at the airporL The 
$500,000 feasibility study on the airport project, 
expected to be finisi^d by nud 1997, was financed by 
the U.S. The airport is expected to start operations 
within five years. The informed sources also said that 
the railway project will be used in transporting 
Jordanian and Israeli phosphates to the Aqaba and 
Eilat ports on the Red Sea. They added that Japan 
migh also finance a Jordanian project worth $15.10 
million to build four bridges over the Jordan River. 
(Al Aswaq) 

* The National Information Centre is about to 
compile a wide-range data base which will be used by 
conferees at the MENA summit. The data base 
includes figures on development witnessed in various 
sectors in the Kingdom as well as the hisioiy of 
Jordan. The centre has also prepared information on 
Jordanian companies, industries, the investment 
climate in Jordan and the Jordanian projects which 
will be presented at tiie summit. TTie centre wHI also 
place computer screens in the summit's various halls 
to be used by participants. (Al Dustour) 

* The Housing and Urban Development Depanment 
.(HUDD) has over the past 30 years carried out about. 
1(X) projects which benefited 225,000 people, HUDD. 
director general Yousef Hiyasat srid. (Al Dustour) 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

dn Urn Ufhalna, 3 
.bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andt 
villas ) 

FumisheclAinfumished for; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel; 810605, 810609, 810520 


pJASECUREU 

^ Hotel ^ 

Swelflyeh 



(.O.TELI 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALTTY 
^ GASTRONOMY 




Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


lAII Suites Hotel] 

FLAT .O. TEL 

asse^te - aiseeol 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel- 693m 



CROWM HOT 

WOOIIIffi^ 

SWMIiGPOOl 
m (JACUZZI 
HKiiQQM 
»CdI 

TEL7S8180 

Musomes 805843«8mST 
RAMO & TV S'TATIOM RP.|| 
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^JXEEHWAH GAHiEM. 

omiEO REsniniuurr 



IWbb aimqr Ib S¥alhUB 

srf AMabSONtf 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

I TT>e Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
D&r Ghbar r American 
Smbas^ Str. near Saytunfif| 
Housing Estate ' 
OpM from: 

1 12 noon - 3:30 dma 

^ OM - iiao 



For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished ^ 

c = 

cand Unfurnished & 

k. g 

^Villas apartments ^ 

land office Space g 

cc 

^To Suitall Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


Aihm U Amm 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasontible Rates For 
^tort or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



T^eppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




NOUROZ Restaurant 

T6t642830 u 

f«tettBratco9rwiBtt»tA .O 



snuMOito 

C! 


PfoteiOMi Quility|ia 

i^ANABEL 


1 Hoar Seivioe / 

HEAimAlE 


Develop yonr ccrioor fihn at 
oar shop and get:- 


1 

1 Deluxe villas 1 


1 

i 

i 

l&^partmentsl 



1 inAmman \ 


■MOC 2D X 30 OM 

■■ -f . \ - ■ 

forfbrth^detaihpbsecall 


Bask. PhoDerSM042 

Tel. 864230 


Soefieh tel: 6391 

Faac. 864231 
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Sports 



World Gymnastics 


aiBIJBjgi; 

Ukraine’s Podkopayeva 

and China’s Li take golds 


SABAE, (R) — 

Lilia Podkopayeva won a 
closely-contested battle 
and earned Uloame's first 
gold medal Sunday when 
she clinched the women’s 
all-around title at the 
World Gymnastics 
Chanmion-ships. 

In the men’s event, Li 
Xiaoshuang became the 
first Chinese world all- 
around champion. His 
near-flawless display in 
the team event Friday 
also helped China to their 
second successive sold. 

But it was a bad day for 
both defending chanqii- 
ons. American Shannon 
Miller, gunning for an 
unprecedented third 
women's world title but 
hampered by an ankle 
inji^, came in 12th, 
while Ivan Ivankov of 
Belarus finished 18th in 
the men’s event Ivankov 
has been nursing a shoul- 
der injury. 

The women’s conyeti- 
tion was a th rillingl y 
close tussle, with the lead 
changing hands twice 
before dark horse 
Podkopayeva snatched 
the lead in die last two 
rotations. 

The rapidly-improving 
17-year-old ^m 

Donetsk, second after the 
team event, chalked 
39.248 points. 


**I thought maybe I’d 
win a but I didn't 
expect to win the overall 
title. There is no doubt 
diat this is the barest 
moment in my life so 
far," said Podki^yeva. 

Svetlana Cborkma of 
Russia junqied from 
behind into second place 
and the silver with the 
day’s highest score of 
9.912 on her final appara- 
tus — the asymmetric 
bars — taking ber to an 
ovoall total of 39. 130. 

This is the second-best 
experience in my life. The 
was victory in the 
European Cup this year,” 
said Chomna, who 
screamed with joy after 
seeing ber score from the 
asymmetric bars. 

Lavinia Milosovici of 
Romania, silver medallist 
in last year’s all-around 
competition, won the 
bronze with 39.086 points 
to nudge out her team- 
mate Simona Amanar. 

“I’m v^ hi 
because being on 
podium is like a 
dream...and it gives me 
more courage for the 
(Atlanta) Olympics,” said 
Milosovici. 

Pre-event favourite Mo 
Huilan of China, who 
convincingly led the field 
after the team event, start- 
ed off disastrously when 


lappy 
. the 


she fell after dismounting 
from the beam. 

Tlie 9.3 1 2 points for the 
beam dash ed her bop^ of 
takiag the tide and ^ving 
China double gold in the 
all-around competition. 

Mo performed brilliant- 
ly on the re maining three 
apparels to end in sixth 
place. 

Solid performances on 
all the SIX men’s appara- 
tus helped the 21-year-old 
Li to win his title by a 
mar^ of 0.499 points, 
pushing Vitaly Scherbo of 
Belarus, who won six 
golds at the Barcelona 
Olympics, into second 
place with 57.499 points 
and 1995 European 
champion Eugeni 

Cbabaev of Russia mto 
third with 57.248 points. 

S^eibo managed to 
snatch the silver medal 
from Cbabaev in the final 
rotation when he notched 
up his highest score on 
the horizontal bar while 
Qiabaev had a poor 
showing on the rings. 

Li, who led after each 
round and earned the tc^ 
scores in three wparatus 
— the pommel horse, 
vault and parallel bars — 
said he tried to ignore the 
widening chasm between 
his score and those of his 
coi 

through I 


ompetitors. 
“Halfway 


knew I was ahead by a lot 
of points but there’s a 
Chinese idiom that goes 
you can only be r^ly 
happy when evezything's 
over,” Li said. 

li is looking forward to 
next year's 01yiiq)ics in 
Atlanta but said he was 
disappointed he was 
unable to compete here 
against Alexei Nemov, a 
triple gold medallist at 
this year's European 
championsips. 

The Russian failed to 
qualify for the individual 
eveuL 

“He’s nearly the same 
level as I am. I hope I can 
compete with him next 
year in the all-around 
competition.- Next year’s 
competition will be more 
exciting,” said die stony- 
faced IJ, who did not 
once smile throughout the 
medal winners' news con- 
ference. 

The self-assured 
Scheibo, who spent most 
of his time bantering with 
journalists, revealed the 
secret of his steady per- 
fcsmance during the com- 
petition. 

“I pray to God for good 
judging and that’s what I 
got,” he said. 



ComiTi'Ufzity 

Chamber 

Cyrchestra 


Under che patronage of 
H.E. Mr. Samir Habashneh, 

Minister of Culrure 
The Deli^rion of the European 
Commission aloi^ whh EU Member Scare 
Embassies and Cidcuzal Centres, presents 

ECCO 

European Community Chamher Orchestra 
in concert at the Prince Hassan Anditorium 
of the Univecsi^ of Jordan on Frid^ 13r 
October 1995 at 8:00 p.m. 

Ticket price: 5 JD (3JD for students) 

Tickets available at the Goethe Insdcut, the 
British Council, the Insd^^'Cervanres and 
the French Cultural CentSfeiKd at the venue. 
Hie Orchestra will hold a ^ikshop with . 
students of the National Conservatory 

on Saturday 14 October 1S®5 ant 16:30. 

Revenue will ke pven^tkiBity 


FOR RENT 

A Villa And An Apartment 

Deluxe, fully furnished, telephone, 
satellite TV, with all facilities. 

Location; Abdoun and Swefieh. 

Owner Tel.: 811053. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, "one sitting room, dining 
room, living room, three bathrooms, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel.: 666880 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ind^iendent first floor apartment witti garden and 
independent garage, consisting of 2 bedrooms, . 
spacious kitchen guest room, siting & dining rooir^ 
maid’s room, glassed-in veranda, independent central 
heating with telephone. Very good furniture. 
Please call: 665711, 664256 


A VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa with a nice view - Jabal Amman ( between 
4th & 5th Circles ), 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 
and a large living area, maid’s room + 
bathroom, closed two- car garage. Nice garden. 

Call 624815 



BODY 

REFORM 


Body.l^|orm ofiers total beauty core, totally natural. 

Our prothds ore made of luxurious combmoKons of herb^ flowers 
fhrits and vegetables lo suH oil your nee^. 

Coro 'm ond let our specialised beauticians he^ ^ choose the perjed- heatment 
Body Reform provides a complete fine of fb^ body and hair caie produds 
^ the whole family 

Visit' us today and get 20% o^ our natural products 
Nhlid unri Thui^oy 1 1 Ih ^ Odober 1 995 

^BodyRefbmn 

Natural Eteouly Produds 

LADIES MENS BABY SUM CARE ESSENTLAl OILS AKWATHEMPHY OILS FRAGRANCES GOSMEIICS ~ GIFT BASKETS HCIAIS 


GeUcnOncciole GC InvetmmBotA 
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Better future awaiting Jordanian 
soccer, Prince Abdullah says 

_ . ... 1 ,h.»ir hiiih 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Ai Hussein on Sunday said a more 
promising future awaits Jordanian soccer. 

In a statement at Amm an airport where he recwved 
Jordan’s Olympic soccer team upon its return from 
Qatar. Prince Abdullah, the president of the Jordan 
Soccer Federation, said a change towards the better 
will t^e place on the Jordanian soccer arena very 
soon. 

Jordan’s Olympic team returned from (^tar where 
it received a 4-2 defeat at the hands of the Qatari 
Olympic team, thus being eliminated from Asia's 

«e__ jjjg 

was 
one 



by Qatar 

match to play in Baghdad. 

Prince Ab<milah, who attended Friday's match in 
Doha, Qatar, voiced appreciation of efforts exerted 


ly Iraq 


by the team members and their high morales. 

He also underlined the importance ot early prepa- 
rations for participation in Arab and international 
competitions and the need for continued training for 
national teams, saying members ot these teams 
should be available on full-time basis to represent 
their countries well in international tournaments. 

On Friday, Prince Abdullah blamed the Jordanian 
media “for destroying the Olympic team's morale” 

in the heat of competition. 

“We in Jordan have to .suppon the national 
Olympic team with all our capabilities to enable it to 
improve to a level in which it is able to play with bet- 
ter teams,” he said. 



ESPERANCE WINS AFRO-ASIAN CUP: Esperance striker Abdelkader 
Belhassen (L) scores the first goal for his team past Farmers keeper Nippon (R) and 
defender Sujja (C) during their African Asian Cup match in Ibnis October 7. 
Tlinisia’s Esperance soccer team beat Thai Fanners Bank 3-0 thus winning the 
Afro-Asian Cup (Reuters photo) 

V 


Longo takes 
road race for 
second gold 


DUTTAMA, Colombia 
(AP) — Jeannie Longo of 
France won her second 
gold medal in three days 
with a victoiy in the S5.5- 
kilometie women's indi- 
vidual race in the World 
Cycling Championships. 

In the men’s 177.7-kilo- 
tnetre Suturd:iy, Danny 
Nelissen of the 
Netherlands won the gold, 
finishing the course in 
4.52.39 hours. 

Doniele Sgnaolin of Italy 
came in 13 seconds later 
for the silver, and Pedro 
Rodriguez of Ecuador won 
the bronze 46 seconds 
behind Nelissen. 

Longo. 37. won comfort- 
ably (kspite colliding with 
other cyclists on the sec- 
ond of five laps of a 17.7- 
kilometre circuit around 
Duitama, northeast of the 
capital, Bogota. 


.'.tj 



A NEW BUILDING CONSISTS OF EIGHT FULLY 

furnished flats, each flat contains 

THREE BEDROOMS, LARGE HALL, THREE 

B.ATHROOMS AND A KITCHEN . 

✓ 

TEL. 863265 From 10 - 1.30 A.M & 3 - 5 P.M 


CHEVENING 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

SCHEME 



British Embassy 
.Amman 


The British Embassy's Chevening Scholarships 
Scheme provides funds for post-graduate study 
in the United Kingdom. 

' For the academic year 1996/67 we are looking 
for scholars with a record of excellence, either 
professional or academic, who will use their 
studies in the UK to biiild their friture in 
Jordan. We favour candidates with excellent 
command of English and some relevant work 
experience. The maximum age for a candidate 
is 40. 

Chevening Scholarships are normally awarded 
for Masters degrees, although they be 
awarded for other courses. Candidates are 
encouraged to apply in humanities subjects and 
in applied sciences. Applications for medicine 
and dentistiy will not be considered. 

Scholars will be expected to make some 
contribution towards the cost of their snidies. 

Application forms are available from the 
British Embassy or the British Council in 
Amman from Sunday I October and the 
closing date for the receipt of completed 
applications is 15 November 1995. 

BRTQSH EMBASSY, AMMAN 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
k TANNAH HIRSCH 

GiMl Tiihiif W*«l fWMiM <>.; 


WEEKLY BSIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1- As Souefa. vulner:d)l». you 
bdd: 

AAQ C«S OAQ1054 *J98S 

Hie biddinp has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

20* Pui SO** Pass 

Pm 7 

•wmk 

— pxmu pdve 

What actioa do you take? 

Q. S • Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ94 OSJ752 064 446 

'nw faiddinE has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 


Q. 4 . Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

«AQJ73 OAQ982 OAT «6 

The biddinE has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pm I NT Pm 


10 

2NT 


20 

7 


What action do you take? 

Q. S • Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you hdd: • 

<kAQ9 6 3 08 6 097 AAS42 

Ihe bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


1* 

2« 


Pm 

Pm 


INT 

20 


Pa 
Pm 


What action do you take? 


What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 * Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 OA87 OJ742 AKJ768 

The bidding has proceeded: 
north EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 0 la 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 ' Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

aJ2 OKQ9 OAQ976 4j£82 

The bi dding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
la la 2a ? 

What action do you take? 

Look fi»r ofisicen on Monday 



Zaital^ateDiiivefsityaiiiiN 

d^rce m English literatnre. An MA is acceDtable 
this advertisDient to the Universify 


Zarka Private Ihiiversity 
Personnel Dept. 

P.O.Box 150863 - code No.l3115 
Jordan - Zarka the middle 
Fax: 09/986945 


Interview wll be held atth^Jnivereh^JiIiI!^^ 
and upon the candidates expenses ^ ®“™pus 



CINEMA 


1^^:634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


m: 609238 


PLAZA 


Sandra BuUack 
• & Bill Pullman 
in 

, While You 
Were Sleeping 

ShcMis : 1230, 3:30, 5:00, 630. 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 677^ 

CONCORD 


CONCORD "1” 

Adel Imam 8c Yusra 

Birds of the Parkneee 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, &15. 10:45 

CONCORD ”2”. 

POLICE ACADEMY 

“MI6SI0N TO MOSCOW” 

Shows: 4. 6, 8 , 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL- 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


66 


Presents 

Peace Oh Pe 

in English evezy Sati 

Show starts at 8:30 
For reserv'ation call 6 


A 
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Sports 




Bulgaria thrashes Albania 


PARIS (AFP) — Bulgaria 
notched up a 3-0 victoiy 
over Albania Satiud^ 
night as the surprise heroes 
of last year’s World Cop 
almost oeitainly lx>oked 
their place in next y^*s 
Europ^ Chanq}ionship$. 

Yoidan Letchimv, whose 
winner at USA ‘94 sensa- 
donally knocked the hold- 
ers Gennany out of the 
quaror-finals, was back on 
the scoresheet in So^ with 
a quarter of an hour gone. 

llie midfielder beat two 
defenders before unleash- 
ing a su^rb left-foot shot 
into the right-hand comer. 
The Bul^uians pronq)tly 
relaxed their grip on the 
game, allowing Albania to 
laun ch a series of attacks 
before the break. 

^th a 35,000 crowd 
behi^ diem; Bulgaria 
came out for the second 
half looking for more goals 
— only Lo run into the brick 
wall of the Albanian 
defence, and a strii^ mag- 
nificent saves by keeper 
Foto Strakosba. 

However, the wall finally 
crumbled in the 80di 
minute when maverick 
striker Hiisto Stoichkov 


fired in a shot from the left 
which Strakosba failed to 
hold, and Emil Kostadioov 
stef^ed up to score. 

Itostadioov, whose last- 
minute winner in 1993 
denied Ranee a place at the 
World Cup, addra his sec- 
ond a minute later from a 
Letchkov header, following 
a scramble in the Albanian 
goal 

Stoichkov, who left Bar- 
celona for Parma this sea- 
son, sai± “It was a difficult 
match, but now we are 120 
per cent sure of going to the 
finals.” 

Bulgaria, unbeaten with 
seven wins from eight 
matches and a total of 22 
pdnts, are the runaway 
leaders of Group 7. Second 
placed Germany, who were 
to play Moldova late 
Sunday, ace rix points 
behind. 

After this weekend’s 
matches, both sides will 
have two mote games to 
play — the second one 
being against each other 
November 15. (Dniy the 
group winners are guaran- 
teed a place at tbe champi- 
onships in England. 


Belgium 2, Armenia 0 

Bdgium meanwhile kept 
alive their remote hopes of 
qualifying, beating 

Anneniai-O. 

Luc hniis scored bodi 
goals, pouncing on defen- 
rive errors. A poor clear- 
ance in tbe 28th minute 
enabled him to strike a 
superb far-post drive, and 
he was left with only the 
goalkeeper to beat in the 
39th. 

The Belgians took it easy 
in the second half, happy 
enough to sit on their two- 
goal lead. 

*Tt was a good first half for 
us," said Belgian coach 
Paul van HiinsL “But I*m 
not b^y bow we play^ 
in the second half.” 
Belgium Temain third in 
Group 2 (m 14 points, 
hftfrinH defending chanqii- 
oos Denmark (17) and 
Spain (22), who have both 
played a game less. 

Czech R^blic beat 
Belarus 2r0 in th^ Group 
5 qualifier, consolidating 
their second place with 18 
points, two N<^ay. 


Lewis stops Morrison in 6th round 


ATLANTIC emr. New 
Jers^ (AJP) — Lemjox 
Lewis, known for his right- 
hand pouching power, 
scored force of four knock- 
downs wifo his left hand 
a^ stopped Tommy 
Morrison in the sixth round 
of a heavyweight bout 
Saturday nigbt at 
ConventicMi Centre. 

The 3Q-year-old Lewis, a 
former WBC champion, 
was too strong for Morrison 
nrui thft bout 

from foe outset, knocking 
Moirisoo down in tl^ sec- 
ond, fifth and sixth rounds, 
catting him over tbe right 
eye ai^ under foe left eye, 
and almost closing foe 
The end game when referee 
Mills Lane stopp^ tbe bout 
at 1:22 of tbe sixth round 
after Mondson got up from 
foe second knockdown of 
foe round. 

Lewis slmwed that he defi- 
nitely is not just aone-baod- 
ed fighter as be did tremen- 
dous damage wifo his left. 
He did score in the fifth 
round wifo a right uppercut, 
but the left was his big 
we^o on this night before 
a crowd of 8,369 fans. 


Morrison, on tbe other 
band, known for his left 
book, threw few of them, 
landing several rights to the 
head and working well wifo 
both hands to foe body. 

*He was tough, very 
tough,’* said foe 2^year-oid 
Moirisoo, “trying to fi^t 
guys like that wifo that 
reach is tough, especially 
with one eye. I’m not used 
to fighting wifo one eye." 

Tbe ri^t eye was cut in 
the second round when 
Lewis landed a left hook to 
the head that also put 
Morrison down briefly. 
Lewis then wofoed on that 
eye wifo sofileft jabs andit 
was all but clos^ by the 
fifth round. 

Momson to have 

an edge in the first round 
when be circled and got in a 
couple of jabs and a right to 
the bead. Then Lewis took 
charge in the second round 
and by the fourth it seemed 
to be just a question of 
when Lewis would finish it 
and not whether he would 
win. 

Lewis. 241. hurt Moirison. 
2^, badly wifo a left hook 
and right band early in tte 


fifth round, and then 
knocked him down wifo a 
right uppercut at about 2:25 
in foe round. Morrison 
jumped up quickly from 
that knockdown, as be fod 
from the two in the sixth. 

A lewis left jab scored foe 
first knockdown early in foe 
sixfo and then a left hook 
produced tbe final knock- 
dowa 

“I was real relaxed out 
there," Lewis smd. ‘T 
relied on my patience and a 
good jab. I was taking my 
time because I knew 
Tommy was getting tired.” 

It was Lewis* third victory 
since be lost the WBC title 
when he was stopped in foe 
second round by Oliver 
McCall SepL 24. 1994, at 
Wembley, England. His 
record is 28-1 wifo 24 
knockouts. Morrison lost 
for foe first time in nine 
fights, dating back two OcL 
29. 1993, when be was 
stopped in the first round by 
Michael Bentt. 

Lewis earned $2.4 million, 
while Morrison made $2.1 
million. 



England’s Lennox Lewis knocks the USA’s Ibmmy 
Morrison to the canvas in the sixth round of their 12 
round non-title bout Oct 7 at the Atlantic City 
Convention Centre (Reuters phto) 


Player 

suspended 


Justice department regards Steffi as accompiice, report claims 


over 

haircut 

ROME (R) — Italian 
Minor League soccer play- 
er Domenico Onofrio has 
been suspended for refus- 
ing to get his hair cut as 
or^ied and then talking to 
the media about it news- 
papers reported Sunday. , 

Tbe Gazzetta Dello Sport 
said soutbexD C2 dub 
Matera had ordered its 
l(»g-haired players to get 
a cut. 

When Onofrio turned up 
following tbe deadline^ 
wifo bis hair as long as 
before, be was barred from 
trainiog. 

Tbe 19-year-old player 
then got ius hair cut but 
told foe media about foe 
incident, prompting foe 
club to suspend bm on 
Saturday and inqiose a 
press silence on ofoer 
players. 


UNFURNISHED 
HOUSE FOR RENT 
Second floor from 
a villa .consists of 
3 bedrooms, 3 salons, 
2 bathrooms, kitchen. 
With all utilities, central 
heating and 
telephone. 
Location: Jabal 
Amman 4th Circle. 
Annual rent is JD 5500 
Please call 
641378 - 641747 


BONN (AFP) — Tbe 
Mannheim Justice 
Department regard 
women’s tennis wodd 
number one Steffi Graf as 
an “accomplice" to her 
father who is facing tax 
evasion charges, the 


Gennan weekly Der 

Spiegel claims in a report 
to be published Monday. 

The magarinft quotes a 
document from the 

department investigating 
Gi^s finanrifll affairs 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

1 993 Jeep Grand Cherokee, colour black 
cherry, mileage 48000.' 

Asking JD 11,000 

Call Tel.: 818669, from 3-8 pm. 


FIAT FOR RENT 

Area 300 metres, 2nd floor, 3 bedrooms and 
one master bedroom, 3 bathrooms, a large 
living room and dining room, large kitchen. 
Location: West Amman, 7th Circle. 

Please contact Tel: 714741 


— APARTMENT IN ABDOUN : 

Unfurnished, ground floor , 150 sq.m , two 
bedrooms , salon, one bathroom and kitchen, 
telephone and other services. 

Location; Behind Abdoun Pharmacy 
Rent is JD 3500 

Dr. Mahmoud Jumaa House. 
Telephone 624824, 819850 


FOR RENT 

BUILDING / APARTMENTS ( furnished / unfurnished ) 
Three floors building, each floor is independent 
spacious apartment, located at Urn Uthaina. 

The building could be rented as one unit or as 
apartments. 

Interested to call 696764 
between 10 am - 1 pm and 3-6 pm. 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Cultural Centre 
present 

TRIO WANDERER 
(Violin, cello and piano) 
in 



Tickets available 
-Babiche. tel. 661322 

- Komero. tel. 644227 

- Freddy Music, tel. 692696 
■Ahlia Abella, cel. ^8481 


Ticket price: JD 7 

French Qjitural Centre, tel. 637009 

Music Box, tel. 815745 

Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 607100 

The National Music Conservawry, tel. 687620 
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that lists her as an 
“accomplice". 

It adds the German 
Tennis Federation (DTB) 
had not declared Graf’s 
prize-mon^ earned in 
domestic tournaments. 

The report follows 


Saturdays comments by 
Opel Chairman David 
Herrman that there was no 
miestion of Opel ending 
their sponsorship dem 
with over her tax 
problems. 

He said she was an inno- 


cent victim and had 
always been faifoful in 
her dealings with Opel. 
(jraTs father Peter has 
been detained since Aug. 
2 while inquiries contin- 
ue. 

Steffi Graf was inter- 


viewed for almost ei^t 
hours by investigators 
week but public prosecu- 
tor Peter Weehsung said 
they had uncovered no 
new evidence to justify 
de taini no her. 

GraTs earnings since 


she turned professional in 
1982 amount to 180 mil- 
lion marks ($120 million). 
She took over foe man- 
agement of her financial 
affairs after her father was 
arrested. 
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The British Bank of the Middie East 
offers competitive interest rates on 
Jordanian Dinar Deposits with interest 
paid monthiy on Savings accounts. 

How good? Just look at the table 
below. 


JODTIME DEPOSIT RATES 


AMOUNT CALL / 24H 1 WEEK 


tO.COO - 25.000. 


25.001 - 50.CG0 


50.000 - 100.000 


100,000 - ABOVE 


JOD SAVINGS - INTEREST PAID MONTHLY 



6 MONTHS 

12 MONTHS 

7.75 

8.00 

8,00 

8.25 

8.25 

8.50 

■ 8.50 ; 

8.75 


AMOUNT 

0-500. 

501 - 10000 

10001 - ABOVE 

INTEREST 

Nil 

6-00 

6,50 


<z> 

-The fidtish Bank of the Middle East 








J 9 bel Hussdin: 607471 Amman Downtown: 636175 / 6 Jebel Amman: 643102 / 6 Wahdat 770810 - 770130 Zarqa: 09 / 992501 











Legislature will fare 
far better with sound 
reforms, experts say 


By Sae’da Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of the Jordanian Par- 
liament might not be per- 
forming its role properly 
when compared with legisla- 
tures in developed countries, 
but it should not be long 
before it reaches the same 
level if consistent reforms are 
made, local and foreign spe- 
cialists said Sunday. 

Parliamentarians and spe- 
cialists attending discussions 
on the second day of the 
seminar on “Parliamentary 
Work: Prospects and Reali- 
ties*' heavily lashed out at the 
poor peifoimance of deputies 
and loopholes in the House's 
bylaws. However, they 
pointed to planned measures 
that ensure a better perform- 
ance of the House and con- 
solidate its role in the Jorda- 
nian political life. 

Deputy Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat said the poor per- 
formance of the House was 
basically due to the improper 
Auctioning of parliamentary 
blocs under the dome. One of 
the major impediments, he 
said, is the members' non- 
commitment to the decisions 
taken by the bloc. 

Members of the same bloc 
deliver speeches reflecting 
different points of views on 
the same topic but reiterate, 
at the end of their speeches, 
their loyalty and commitment 
to the speech delivered by the 
bloc's spokesperson, said Dr. 
*Tubeishat. 

Problems and divisions sur- 
face especially when govern- 
ment reshuffles occur or if a 


new cabinet is formed, he 
added. 

Furthermore, deputies do 
not get proper attention from 
the bloc when they raise 
issues of concern to them or 
to their constituencies. Dr. 
Tubeishat said. "Their de- 
mands and proposals are met 
with indifference most of the 
time." he said.* 

The 12th Parliament, 
elected in 1993, saw the birth 
of six major blocs — “six in 
theory but four in practiM." 
said Dr. Tubeishat. 

The six blocs are the Isla- 
mic Action Front (17 mem- 
bers); the National Action 
Front (NAF — r 17 members); 
the Democratic Alliance (21 
members originally but 10 at 
present): ' the Jordanian 
National Front (nine mem- 
bers); and the Brotherly Bloc^ 
(five members) and the rest 
of the 80 members of the 
House are independents. 

According to Dr. 
Tubeishat. there are only 
four blocs: the lAF bloc, the 
NAF. a four-member “lef- 
tist" bloc and “moderate cen- 
trists" who number 42. 

In another vein. Wolfgang 
Zeh. senior staff member of 
the German Bundestag admi- 
nistration, criticised the 
routine forwarding of draft 
laws to one legislative com- 
■mittee in parliament and said 
it was a waste of time because 
the law would be discussed at 
length many times. He prop- 
osed laws be referred to spe- 
cialised committees that 
would study the legislation 
from all aspects with the re- 
commendations of specialists 
and interested deputies. 


“In the German Bundes- 
tag. very minor changes are 
done; there is no discussion 
of the details in the plenary 
session." he said." 

Deputy Abdul Karim 
Dughmi on Saturday pre- 
sented a detailed plan to 
amend the House's bylaws, 
especially those related to the 
funaions and duties of the 
House's co.mmittees. 

Mr. Dughmi proposed in- 
creasing the number of com- 
minees to 13 from the pre- 
sent four. Each committee, 
as it is the case with minis- 
tries. will be specialised in a 
particular field and will dis- 
cuss related laws in that field 
and present recommenda- 
tions to the full House. 

But the formation of spe- 
cialised committees necessi- 
tates the establishment of a 
special department that 
.groups specialists and experts 
from outside the dome, Mr. 
Dughmi said. This depart- 
ment should be given the task 
of studying all draft laws and 
be able to present recom- 
mendations to the respective 
committees. 

Minister of State for Par- 
liamentary Affairs Abdul 
Majid Azum. who is also a 
deputy, tackled the rela- 
tionship between the legisla- 
tive and executive powers 
concentrating mainly on the 
douAe role of deputy/ 
minister. He proposed that 
the provision that allows par- 
liamentarians to become 
ministers be cancelled. He 
also called for taking separate 
vote of confidence on each 

(Contfaraed on 7) 



aid 

EARTHQUAKE: A local resident describes the damage done to a mosque in Sungai Penqh, central 
Sumatra in Indonesia, by an earthquake that measured 7 on the Richter scale on Sunday (see story inside) 
(AFP photo) 


Karaki, Abul Ragheb urge media 
to convey right image of Jordan 

Ministers meet local press to discuss MENA summit coverage 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Information Khaled Kara- 
ki on Sunday called on the 
Jordanian media to rise to the 
occasion at their month's 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic con- 
ference and to relay to the 
world the true image about 
the Kingdom's achievements, 
stability and democratic pro- 
cess. 

Addressing editors of the 
local press. Dr. Karaki said 
there was “ no need for exag- 
geration in relaying this im- 
age. nor is there a need for 
linking this major event with 
unrealistic great prospects 


and aspirations, but there is a 
need for Jordan to prove its 
stand and 1 b major role in the 
region." 

The minister said he had 
reservations about certain 
articles that tend to harm the 
concepts of ffeedom and 
democracy. “Such articles 
stem ffoni lack of political 
awareness or lack of experi- 
ence in understanding or ana- 
lysing situarions." he said. 

’ “It is not in the interest of 
anyone to see the image of 
the country distorted with 
in^ponsible and destructive 
oitidsm." he said. Biased 
attitudes and slander even 
between newspapers them- 


selves will mislead observers 
atout the country and result 
in misunderstanding of its 
stands and subsequent unjust 
attitude towards the King- 
dom." 

He said that the media 
were still involved in con- 
troversy over the role of the 
official information services 
and relations between the 
Ministry of Information and 
the Jordan Press Association 
about information policies 
and the country's national 
strategy. 

The minister said that the 
media, together with the offi- 
cial information services, 
should have a “common goal 


of enhancing the long demo- 
cratic march reflecting the 
bright image about Jordan 
and its political, social and 
economic achievements." 

Addressing the meeting 
was also Minister of Industry 
and Trade Alt Abul Ragheb, 
who discussed preparations 
for the MENA conference.' 
which, he said, will be a 
regional as well as interna- 
tional forum where the pri- 
vate sector will play the local 
role. 

Noting that the confluence 
enjoys international backing, 
the minister said that up to 

(Continued on 7) 


Several European giants expected at MENA summit 


By France^ Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Reflecting a 
rising European interest in 
business opporcunities into 
the region, businessmen 
from nearly 100 economic 
giants of the European pri- 
vate sector are exacted to 
attend this month's Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
in Amman. 

At a first glance, it could 
seem a small number, but 
quality definitely makes up 
for quantity: according to a 
provisional list released by 
the Jordanian committee 
preparing for the summit, 
participation of the Euro- 
pean private sector is going 
to be marked by the pre- 
sence of big companies, 
covering all sectors and 
represented by their high- 


est cadres. 

From Marks & Spencer 
to Volkswagen. Club 
Mediterranee and Henkel, 
most of the names that 
accompany the average 
European every day life are 
going to be at the MENA 
summit. 

'The president of Otiveni. 
Carlo de Benedeni. is reg- 
istered as one of the confer- 
ence's speakers, while Sir 
Brian Hill will represent 
Higgs and Hill. Also presi- 
dents, directors and toard 
members from Credit 
Lyonnais, Brirish Aeros- 
pace. Siemens. Alcatel, 
Baring Securities, Barc- 
lays. and Stirling are going 
to attend the summit. 

“Particularly remarkable 
is the presence of oil com- 
panies, (Total and Elf), 
and major banks," said 
Christian Ponsot. commer- 


cial secretary of the French 
embassy. 

According to Maria Pia 
Bianconi." commercial 
attache of the Italian 
embassy. ENI. the Italian 
colossus for hydrocarbons 
and one of the sponsors 
and speakers of the Am- 
man economic summit, has 
already invested S3 million 
in a feasibility study for the 
Red Sea-Dead Sea Canal 
Projea. Mrs. Bianconi ssud 
the project aims at bringing 
the Red Sea water to the 
Dead Sea. restoring the 
natural level of the Dead 
Sea, generating energy and 
serving desalination pur- 
poses. 

“European companies 
have a solid tradition in this 
area and their participation 
imll be very consistent and 
effective." said Umayya 
Toukan. rapporteur of the 


Jordanian preparatory 
committee. 

According to a bulletin 
published 6y the Central 
Bank of Jordan, in the first 
four months of this year. 
34.6 per cent of Jordan's 
imports and nine per cent 
of the Kingdo expom 
were ffom and to European 
Union countries. 

Dr. Toukan, director- 
general of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 
said that the three-day Am- 
man conference starting on 
Oa. 29 is meant to focus 
especially on business and 
its purpose is to give poten- 
tial investors a chance to 
sound out the economic 
potential of this region. 

“To achieve concrete re- 
sults. the conference has to 
be 'manageable' to a <%r- 
tain extent, we also tried to 
contain the number of par- 


ticipants." Dr. Toukan 
added. Over 400 govern- 
ment delegates and over 
600 executives from leading 
IntematjonaJ companies 
are expected to take part in 
the summit. 

“From the companies* 
side we can see a serious 
interest, though at the 
actual stage we still don't 
know much about iheir 
concrete projects." said 
Samar Ashqar. commerrial 
officer at the British 
embassy. 

“Board members and 
even presidents are coming 
here to make contacts and 
to have an idea of the 
sitiiation in this area: "If 
dip’ll be satisfied, they'll , 
senb dieir senior managers ’ 
here again to conclude 
business." 

The British government 
delegation will be headed 


by Anthony Nelson, minis- 
ter of trade. 

“Some of the companies 
taking part in the confer- 
ence are new to this area, 
others are familiar with it. 
others are already working 
here, like Rolfs Royce. 
which is now building a 
power plant in Aqaba 
worth £41 million, said Ms. 
Ashqar. “But. most impor- 
tantly. they are all coming 
to Amman knowing what 
to expect and prepared, be- 
cause over past months 
they've been briefed and 
updated with all the useful 
information." 

During Che conference, 
the Jordanian private sec- 
tor. represented by the 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA). will 
present ics foreign counter- 
parts proposals of over 100 
projects. The list of the 


projects is expected to be 
ready by Oct. 15. according 
to Ms. Ashqar. 

According to Dr. Tou- 
qan. besides the official 
plenary sessions, there will 
be over 50 sessions, each 
one with five speakers and 
one moderator, chosen to 
meet as much as possible 
the requirements of ba- 
lance among different sec- 
tors and geographic areas. 
Plenary sessions will be ab- 
out; finance and invest- 
ment. infrastructure, eco- 
nomic climate, trade and 
industry. The main cate- 
gories to be discussed in the 
workshops are: financial 
services, food and agro- 
industry. textiles and 
apparels, transportation, 
energy, engineering and 
constructions. Information 

(Contmued on page 7) 


Turkish troops enter Iraq to hit PKK 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey 
(Agencies) — Turkish troops 
have crossed into northern 
Iraq to strike at separatist 
Kurdish guerrillas fighting 
the Ankara government, a 
Turkish official has said. 

“We went in and hit 
them," Unal Erkan, gov- 
ernor for Turkey’s 10 south- 
eastern provinces under 
emergency rule, told Reuters 
on Saturday. 

Mr. Erkan said Turkish 
soldiers crossed into northern 
Iraq Friday and advanced 
three to four kilometres. It 
was undear how many were 
sent in. “When the work is 
finished they will return," he 
said. 

Iraq Sunday protested to 


Tork^ over the incursion 
into its territory by Turkish 
forces, the offidal Iraqi News 
Agency said. 

The a^ncy quoted a Fore- 
ign Ministiy spokesman as 
saying Turkey's charge d'af- 
faires in Baghdad was sum- 
moned to the ministry to 
informed of the government’s 
“strong protest." 

It said Turkish forces cros-. 
sed into Iraqi territory Friday 
in pursuit of Turkish Kurdish 
rebels, causing many casual- 
ties. It did not elaborate. 

“The Iraqi government 
categorically rejects the pre- 
texts repeated by the Turkish 
government to justify its 
military operations inside 
Iraq and considers these op- 


erations a blatant violation of 
its sovereignty,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Turkey often ^ds troops 
into northern Iraq in pursuit 
of guerrifias of Che outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) * 
who have been fighting for a 
Kurdish homeland in south- 
east Turkey for more than a 
■decade. 

A de facto, autonomous 
stafe for Iraqi Kurds was set 
up in ^e Kurdish north of 
Iraq under U.S. protection ' 
after the end of the 1991 Gulf 
war. PKK guOMlas use bases 
in northern Iraq to launch 
attacks aigainstTurkisfa forces 
across the border. 

’'The Iraqi government de- 


mands that the Turkish gov- 
ernment fiiliy and immediate- 
ly withdraws its forces and 
stop repeating these viola- 
tions," the Iraqi spokesman 
said Sunday. 

Turkey twice this' year 
, poured troops into nortiiern 
Iraq to ^und PKK rebels. 

A ma|OT cross-border op- 
eration m Mardi was crici' 
cised by stHne of Turkey's 
Western allies, but small 
groups of soldiers are re- 
port^ at times to en^ge in 
forays across the boi^r. 

*rbe regional governor's 
office in Diyaitanr Sunday 
issued a statement saying that 
32 PKK guerriUie were ^ed 
in the past 24 hours. 


Rafsanjani to help Ramos fight extremists 


MANILA (AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mir Rafsanjani has assured 
his Philippine counterpart 
Fidel Ramos that Iran will 
help Manila in the field of 
counter-terrorism, a pres- 
idential palace statement said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Rjmos said he ex- 
pected Tehran to continue 
supporting peace talks be- 
tween the Philippine govern- 
ment and the country's main 
Muslim insurgent group, the 
Moro National Liberation 
From (MNLF). 

Mr. R;:fsanj.!r; mor with 
.Mr. Ramus for soon 

after arriving here on Sun- 
day. 

He assured Mr. Ramos “he 
and the Iranian government 
would assist the Philippines 
and the international com- 
munity in the area of counter- 
terrorism." the palace said 


without elaborating. 

The palace also said Mr. 
Ramos briefed Mr. Rafsan- 
jani on the status of talks with 
the MNLF, which waged a 
bloody separatist war m the 
southern Philippines in the 
.1970s, but which has since 
agreed lo rjcgoriate for 
autonomy for Muslim- 
populated regions. 

The palace made no men- 
tion on whether the talks 
included recent reports that 
Ramzi Ahmad Yousef, the 
alleged mastermind of the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing. had threatened to attack 
Mr. Ramos and ocher cargeis 
here. 

Yousef, who was detained 
in Pakistan in February, had 
earlier been here and alleged- 
ly planned attacks against 
visiting Pope John Pauf 11 as 
well as foreign embassies and * 
airlines. 


He also allegedly carried 
out the mid-air bombing of a 
Philippine Airlines flight last 
year that claimed one life. 

Palace aides said Sunday 
that security for Mr. Ramos 
should be boosted in the li^t 
of the threats by Yousef. 

Iran has not been directly 
implicated in the attacks in 
the Philippines although 
security officials have said 
that other foreign Muslim 
fundamentalists are involv^ 
and are supporting MNLF 
breakaway groups which are 
not part of the peace tulk.*«. 

Mr. Ramos said before the 
meeting Mr. Ralsanjani that 
their talks would focus on the 
need to “improve our trade- 
and economic relation^ at all 
possible levels." 

The two leaders witnessed 
the signing of various memor- 
anda of understanding in- 
cluding one on the reciprocal 


promotion and proiealon of 
investment and technical 
cooperation in the fisheries 
industry. 

They also included an 
agreemem on merchant ship- 
ping. cooperation in the ener- 
gy sector, on the environ- 
ment and a trilateral agree- 
ment with Turkmenistan on 
transporting Philippine ex- 
ports by rail to Iran, palace 
officials said. 

Details of the agreements 
were not immediately avail- 
able although Manila earlier 
said they would involve joint 
oil and gas exploration in this 
country, iniining of Filipinos 
in Iran in that field as well 
^Is for Filipino investment 
in a rail link between Tehran 
and the Ce'ntral Asian repub- 
lics. 

The Iranian leader was also 
due to meet with the heads of 
the two houses of congres.\. 


Hunt on in Morocco for policeman 
who killed 2 tourists, injured others 


TANGIER, Morocco (R) 
— Police combed forests 
and manned roadblocks in 
the northern Moroccan 
dty of Tangier on Sunday 
in the hunt for an off-duty 
I policeman who gunned 
' down two British tourists 
^ in a shooting spree at a 
seaside hotel. 

Three other tourists, in- 
j eluding 12-year-old British 
I schoolgirl Charlean Bar- 
ker Had. were wounded in 
the attack on Friday night 
at the Tajik hotel' 

Police said Manin Gow- 
er. an electrician from 
Rublip near London, and 
I his wife Margaret, both in 
i their 60s. were killed in- 
stantly when Mustapba 
Hamouche went on the 
rampage in the hotel's bar 
just after killing his wife in 
a fit of passion. He 
escaped by running into a 
forest near the hotel. 

“He was shouting Alla- 
hu Akbar all the time. He 
was hysterical," said Bar- 
bara Kiham. of Liverpool. 
England. 

Ms. Kiham was in the 
bar when the man, an 
off-duty police inspector 
described as weanng a 
long white robe, walked in 
and started to shoot ran- 
domly. Frenchman Herve 
.Mangin was also wounded 
in the bar. 

Witnesses said Patricia 
Oieirac. a Brirish woman 
in her 50s. was shot when 
the gunman chased her up 
the stairs. 


Doctor Wafa Benhali- 
ma. who treated Ms. 
Cherrat, said her condi- 
tion was stable after two 
bullets were removed 
from her back. She said a 
hospital plane was due to 
arrive in Tangier later on 
Sunday to fly Ms. Cherrat 
home. 

"There were fragments 
in her back and she has 
difficulty breathing but 
she is stable. She is con- 
scious and speaking." Dr. 
Benhalima told Reuters. 

Steven Stewart, a 
spokesman for tour oper- 
ator First Choice, said the 
holidaymakers were given 
a choice of curtailing their 
two-week holiday or flying 
home as scheduled on 
Wednesday. 

He would not say when 
the bodies of the two vic- 
tims would be flown 
home, saying the family 
had requested privacy. 

The guests have been 
moved from the Tank to 
other hotels in Tangier 
and a few. including the 
Hail family, have said they 
would stay until Wednes- 
day. Reporters said there 
were no signs of extra 
security at the hotels 
although the attacker was 
still on the run. 

Ms. Charlean, from 
Norfolk in eastern Eng- 
land, said she wgs in her 
room at the Tank hotel 
when she and her parents 
heard a woman outside 
shouting: “Help me save 
me." 


“f said to the man: ‘ex- 
cuse me, can you help 
me?' He looked carefully 
at me and he shot. He 
wore a white robe. He had 
ho beard and no glasses," 
the blonde schoolgirl said. 

Ms. Hall, whose hand 
was in bandages, said she 
put her hands over her 
head as the gunman aimed 
his pistol at her. 

“I think he was crazy. I 
think he had too much 
hashish." Charlean 's 
mother, Janet, said. “My 
daughter is alive. 'That's 
the most important 
thing." 

A German tourist, who 
was in the bar at the time 
of the shooting, described 
the scene at the hotel, 
where 150 British and 
German guests were 
staying at the time. 

“There were about 50 
people in the bar when a 
man wearing a long white 
robe walked''in and started 
shooting with a small pis- 
tol." the German, who did 
not wish to be named, 
said. . 

The British embassy in 
Rabat said on Saturday it 
had no reason to believe 
the attack was politically 
motivated and they 
accepted that it was an 
isolated incident. 

“It seems an off-duty 
policeman in a fit of rage 
killed his wife and injured 
his brother-in-law before 
opening fire on residents 
in the ..otel," it said. 



Snorers have 
fragile heart 

tel AVl\' lAFP) — 

People who snore run a far 
higher risk of heart attack 
than quiet sleepers, accotd- 
in*» to an Israeli medical 
report published Sunday. 
Doctors at Assaf Harofeh 
Hospital ne,TT Tel Aviv, in 
an extract from their report 
in Maariv newspaper, said 
93 per cent of patients with 
heart problems were found 
to be .sntwers. Most fatal 
anacks occur between 4 
and 8 a.m. The amount of 
sleep was also an important 
factor. The death rate is 70 
per cent higher among peo- 
ple who sleep 1«JSS than six 
hours a night. 


Chinese lured by 
cable TV 

BEUING (.AFP) — 
Between 25 and 30 per 
cent of Chinese families 
will have cable television 
in their homes by 2005. the 
official China Daily said 
Sunday quoting ' 

Electronics Ministry offi- 
cial Hua Deqing. The num- 
ber of Chinese homes that 
subscribe to cable TV will 
at least triple within 10 
years, the newspaper .said. 

, According lo government 
projections, the number of 
subscribers will rise from 
the 30 million at the end of 
1994 to 60 million in 2000 
and 100 million in 2005. 
the report said. Cable tele- 
vision. which appeared 
I here at the beginning of the 
!■ 1990s. currently offers 
music, sports, and films. 
Cable television hook ups 
are available in most new 
buildings in Beijing for 
about 10 yuan (M.20) a 
month. 

Ill-fated Russian 
circus finally 
going home 
DAVAO, Philippines (R) 
— A Russian circus sirand- 
j ed without money for 
seven months in the south- 
ern Philippines and forced 
to survive on charity is 
finally going home. 
Barring further strokes of 
bad luck, a Russian cargo 
plane arrives early this 
week to fly all that is left of 
the circus — 13 performers 
and nine animals — back 
to Moscow Thursday, 
members of the group said 
Sunday. “When I come 
here first time..J don’t 
have friend. Now 1 have 
plenty friends," troupe 
leader Boris Fedotov said 
in an interview Sunday. He 
was referring to Filipino 
officials and citizens who 
gave the Russians food,- 
money and shelter to 
enable them to get through 
the bad times. The troupe 
origizially numbered 37 
performers and mote chan' 
20 animals when it arrived 
in the Philippines in July‘. 
last year for a series of 
shows. After several per- 
foimaoces, the group and 
its Filipino promoter broke 
up in a row over money 
and the Russians have been 
stranded since March in 
Davao, 980 Idlometres 
south of Manila. Penniless, 
they had to depend on 
Davao residents to survive. 
Market vendors gave them 
leftover vegetables as feed 
for the starving animals, 
taxi drivers sometimes 
gave them free rides, and a 
businessman allowed them 
use of a vacant lot which 
enabled them to put up a 
.mini-zoo that brought in 
some money. The local 
govermneni exen^ted 
them from paying taxes, 
and a businessmen treated 
them to occasional free 
lunches. Others helped get 
plane tickets that enabled a 
majority of the troupe 
members to return sepa- 
rately to Russia earlier, 
with some of the animals. 
MiSibrtune first hit the 
troupe eariier this year 
when two circus donkeys 
, and three ponies were elec- 
trocuted after a live wire 
fell on their cage after a 
show in another city. A 
llama died of massive diar- 
rhoea in July. 
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